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DePue: Today is Tuesday, August 7, 2012. My name is Mark DePuectoiref Oral
Hi story for the Abraham Lincoln Presid
Greenville, lllinois with former Senator Frank Watson. Good afternoon.

Watson: Mark, good afternoon.

DePue: | hope this is the first of many sessions that we have.

Watson: | t hdpefully not as many as Jim Edgar had (laughs).

DePue: But i f we can get as much history as |

recorded, | think that would be wonderful. We always start with these, and

even though you were senate minority leadenfany years and assistant
minority | eader for a |l ong time before
obviously had an earlier history as we
you were born.

Watson: | was born in St. Louis, Missoudribut | always lived in Greenvillé 1945,
July 26.
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St. Louis is quite a ways off.

We didndét have a | ocal hospital back t
t wenty miles away, but |1 &dm not sure wh

How long would the drive havgeen, to get your mother over to a hospital in
St. Louis?

Probably an hour and a half. You had to go Route 40, U.S. 40. Seventy, of
course wasnot there, and went through
metro east areas, so it was proballlgwt an hour and a half.

Did you have any older siblings?

| have a sister, Melissa, who is older, six years older.
Any younger siblings?

Nope, just the two of us.

| know that you have deep roots in Beeenville area. Tell me how the family
got here in the first place? Do you know that history?

We came here from Dayton, Ohio, the Watson family did. At that time,
Charles W. Watson owned Watsonds Drugs
uncle. Themmy grandfather came here in 1903, and he and George became
partners in the drugstore. Thatodés when

In 1923, my dad, Charles I. Watson, got into the drugstore. Then, of
cour s e, | came in in 196 Gerealamgtime.t he dr
Eighteen eightyone is when the drugstore was founded by Charles I. Watson.

So thereds a Charles 1|. Wat son, a Char

Excuse me, Charl es W. Wat son founded t
better go back.

Now I 6m confused.

Yep. Charles W. Watson founded the drugstore in 1881.
Is there a Charles |. Watson?

Charles I. Watson, my dad.

And he picked it up in 19237

Nineteen twentythree.

That 06s fdifference theres thirgsght years difference between those
t wo. Did he come pretty | ate in your g

|l 6m not even sure. My grandfather was
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Charles W. was your greate ?

Greatgreat uncle. Thenwhenyn si de of t he Watson f ami
That was Frank E. Watson.

How many generations of pharmacists are there?
Four.
Does that include your son?

No. Both my kids were not interested in pharmacy. | was in politics for ofiost

their life, so they never knew really much about the drugstore, although they

did work in it. But they were not inte
push them, because | kind of felt like | was, a little bit. Not that | was pressured

to do it,but | was expected to do it, and | did. | went to school at Purdue, the

same school my dad went to, and then came back here in 1968 and took over

the store.

We should mention, Watsonb6s Drugstore
businesses on the squadeywntown Greenville, right?

South side of the square, Greenville,
same | ocation. Thereds a | ot of busine

year, but they moved. We, the same location and, othentie expanded into
the two buildings next to us.

How about your motherdéds background? Wh
Logsdon.

Her first name?

Pauline.

Logdson?

Logdson. l-o-g-d-s-0-n. She was from Sorento actuallyhieh is in Bond

County. Thatodés where my dwexaledme,t her , S
A Ma n @ ithat Synell Logsdon came from New Mexico, where my

grandfather had to be out there because of an illness, had to be in New Mexico.
Then they came back heredashe came to Sorento and worked at DeMoulins,

which is a band uniform company.

The what again?

DeMoulin, DeMoulin Band Uniform Company [has] been here a long time and

still here. They make b adrettorg asiaf or ms . I
matter of fact. My grandmother worked there as a seamstress, and then my
mot her and her sister, my Aunt, Doroth

lawyer here in town, and then my mom was a teacher, fourth grade teacher.
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DePue: In Greenvile.

Watson: In Greenville.

DePue: Are there any private schools in Greenville?

Watson: No.

DePue: What 6s the earliest memory you have gr

Watson: Vacations| guess. | can remember going to Pikes Peak. When | was five years
old, I was at Pikes Pea#tnd when | was six years old, | was at Mount
Washington, | believe it was; thatoés o
two birthdays, thatés where | was. I d
probablyé | was probabl yingaHhingsthéere f i ve ye
|l ocally, other than growing up as a Kki

DePue: How would you describe your childhood, especially the first ten to fifteen
years?

Watson: Oh, I had a great childhood. | played baseball every day. In the sumiet we

get out; all we did was play, from sunup till sundown. We had a great
neighborhood. Everybody kind of just stayed in their neighborhood. If you got
out of your neighborhood, that was like going twenty miles. Everybody kind of
stayed in their five or siklock neighborhood. We had a great group of people,
the kids in that neighborhood.

We lived right across from Greenville College. Greenville College was
a playground for us. There was all kinds of access there, the gymnasium, the
front lawn of Holt Hal, the football field; Scott Field it was called. We spent a
lot of time at Greenville College, playing pipgng in the dormitories. Yeah, |
grew up on the Greenville College campus (laughs).

| had a great childhood. We went on trips to Sam Baker Bavik) in
Mi ssouri, in the OzarKks. My dad, being
long period of time, so we would go over the Fourth of July. We had friends
from the area, from Greenville here, that went with us. There would usually be

ten, fiteenpepl e woul d go down there, and we:¢
fond memories.

DePue: The 1950s and early 660s, most peopl e
if youbre a kid, that baby boomer gene
boomer?

Watson: I guess | was right before, 645.

DePue: Was your father in the military?

Watson: No. He was too old for World War Il and too young for World War |.

DePue: Did you have some other relatives who were veterans of the war?
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Actually not. We haveamemoral , up on the square her
brick in the memorial, of a relative of mine. And that was the Civil War. He
fought for the North, by the way (both
think of his last name; it wakisticeJ think. Butany way, t hat o6s t he
that | know of in our family, our immediate family.

Did you have a pretty tigkknit family growing up?

| would say so, yes.

Both sets of grandparents were from this area as well?

They were,butdd i dndét know them, although | Kkn

my grandmother, LogsdénMangie, as we called h&ractually lived in our
home as | was growing up. She had retired and stayed there.

Why didndét you know your other grandpa
Oh, they passed on.

Tel |l me a |ittle bit more about Greenyv
Bond County. Letbés start with, not jus
culturally, who founded this area; who settled this area?

A fellow by thename of Bradford, who was one of the first founders.

Everything in lllinois was founded from the south, north. In fact, | have a map

that shows that Bond County was one of the largest counties in lllinois at one
time, and now wedre one of the smalles

Populationwise?

No, no, geographic. We went all the way up to the northern border of Illinois.

Bond County and Madison County, and | think it was Jefferson County was

the next county, and we all three went from north to south. Anyway, as far a

the history of the county, I 6m really
after the first governor of I 1llinois,
think it was about 1818 when Greenville was founded, right? Something close

to that.

How aout any particular group that settled here from Europe, Germans or
Swedes or Irish?

No, the German were all south of us and east of us. The French were over
around Highland.

But as far as you know, it sounds like it was coming fkentucky and
Tennessee, coming from those southern areas?

Right, yes.

How about when you were growing up and even to this day, how would you
describe the economy of Bond County?
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Rur al . Il tdéds been agr i ctsbntegaokbudinesses v er ,
here |l ocally. Theydve done a good job
Webve had a | ot of industries that wer

DeMoulin Brothers. That was two brothers founded that band uniform

company. Theywern 6t a band uniform company i n
actually have a museum up on the square. A local fellow by the name of John
Goldsmith started a museum of DeMoulin Bros.

Thereds a | ot of history of | ocal p
theaea of business. Nevinger, therebs a
of Nevco, and Ralph Nevinggmi Bus 0 Nevi nge © startedtvae k n e w
company. They made basketball scoreboards starting out. Then they made all

kinds of scoreboards for everythiidgow t hey dére i nto all th
and really have advanced and kept up,
us.

Is the farmland as high quality as you get if you go north, around the
Champaign area?

Oh, no, no, sapdrodwetion and price is Bbout half di what it

is up in Champaign, the northern part
area. Webre not as badé Wedre okay, bu
worse.

| expect that yitlabdbetter. Raliticaly, tow wosld yon e a |
describe Bond County? (Watson laughs)

Very conservative. Although, when you talk about conservatives, you talk
about Republicans generally today, but even Democrats are conservative here.
Ge n e r a lll vote withhhe Refpublicans on a national ticket. Then locally,
they would elect a lot of Democrats over the years, because they have good
candidates, good people running.

| know if you go back a generation or two, there were a lot of very strong
pockets of Demaocrats in Southern lllinois. Would that have been true for Bond
County?

No. Those were mostly, probably coal miners, when the unions got started
down in Southern lllinois and all that. That was primarily further south.

Anything special about going to school here in the early years for you?

| went to Ingles School, which is no longer there. We had two junior highs in
Greenville. My mother taught at Central School, and then | went to Ingles.

Ingles?

Ingles, In-g-l-es. You woul dndét have a school ||
box, three stories and no elevataro way of getting dowi no access. Fire

escapes were the tubes that ran down; that was a playground too for us

(laughs).
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|l had a r eamyspwmuddrade teachetind myt dad was
a lot older; he was probably in his rfiatties when | was boé my second
grade teacher was the same teacher he
County (laughs). People, when they got here, they got a jotheypdtayed at
it. Miss Ward was her name, a good example.

How big was Greenville at that time, when you were growing up?
Forty five hundred probably, somewhere in that [range], 4,000.
Was religion an important part of your familyd#

| always say | was baptized in the Episcopal Church, grew up in a Presbyterian
Church and married a girl who goes to
member of the First Christian Church, here in Greenville. But | was

Episcopalian, and then, obarse, that church folded, but they still have the

building. It is now another church here in town.

Then | went to the Presbyterian Church. My folks moved there, and
that s where | grew up in, the Presbyt
across the stet from us at the Presbyterian Church, was the First Christian
Church, was where my wife went.

Was your family the type that made going to church every Sunday part of the
routine?

No, not really, because my dad worked on Sunday morningvéMé&l open

the drugstore, and a | ot of times | we
run the register or doing something, while he was back in the back, filling
prescriptions.

Was that something you enjoyed doing?

Oh, yeah. | enjoyedhait a lot. It was my introduction to people, so to speak.

Besides my classmates, it [meeting people] was through the drugstore. We had

a soda fountain there, and pedpleot necessarily on Sunday morning few

people would come in and just hang out, as wald/say now. Nickel Cokes,

we had nickel Cokes, nickel ice cream cones. | always told them, when | fixed

a Coke for them, Alf it isndét any good

So, there was a soda fountain in the drugstore?
Yeah, there was ada fountain.

At the drugstore.

In fact, we have it in the basement here, of our home.
Oh, really?

Yeah, the back bar, the back bar.



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Can we go down there afterwards and get sodas (laughs)?
Sure. By the way, nsodas down there. We might get a beer (both laugh).

How about politics? Did you have any of your father or your ancestors who
had gotten into local politics?

lhad | et 6 s see, wWlagreatusndeullguwesshgthetnanie of
Hubbardwh o ran for states attorney. | 6ve
AA vote would be appreciated. o His off
drugstore. | never knew hiinthis was before née but he was in politics. My

dad was a precinct committeeman wactive in politics. He went to state

conventions.

What party?

Republican Party, the only party (1l aug
t hough. That was the only party. My mo
things like that, butsheslo wor ked on campaigns al ong
| really got interested. | was handing out campaign fliers and going door to

door and doing the things that a precinct committeeman does to get out the

vote or to register people to vote, you know, justpgeiple interested in
politics. Thatodos what they were all ab
Republicans.

You got started at the retail politics level then.

| would say so, yeah.

Were you the kind of kid who paid close attention to whad going on in the

wider world, read the newspapers or followed the news?

Somewhat. | was more interested in sports; | still am. | read the sports page
before | read StloeigPesdDgpatchi aYoy ddmredt r ea
editorial page othePostDispatch Il n fact, |l told them,
just send me the sports page, thatés o

Anyway, | kept up with it. | had to, because we talked a lot about it at
the dinner table. Back then, everybody had dinner together. We went out to eat
on Sundays; we spent time with the family. twasaelosei t gr oup, and
spend a lot of time talkg about that, or at least my mom and dad would, and |
would overhear or listen in on conversations. So, | would say | was.

Of course, television back then was
remember that; youbdre temoasymwiththe f or t h
Indian head on TV. Then the conventions, every single moment of the party
conventions was on TV. That was a big

Did you have any sense of where your parents were, in terms of political
philosophy or jusin their party affiliation? Does that question make sense?
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Yes. Yes, it does. My dad was never a Rockefeller Republican, if that answers

anything. Thatodos the east coast es
Do you remember hearing hinlkabout that, complain about that?

Oh, yeah. He was concerned about Eisenhower actually. | remember the
di scussions about that, because he
wasnot a Republican. He didnodas gr o
recruited. And | can remember my dad talking about concerns he had for
Eisenhower being president. | think those were sihatl, because

Eisenhower was a pretty good president.

What was his concern about Nelson Rockefeller?

Justtoolier al , just had different views
the Republican Party, you have different factions, and calling them the east
coast | iberals isnét really fair,

considered to be sort of dme fringe of the party. Today, the same thing, but
maybe not to as much a degree.

They kind of divide up liberal and conservative today in terms of fiscal or
social and cultural issues or national defense issues. So, what would his
objection in saiyng Nelson Rockefeller was too liberal, on fiscal issues?

t abl

was
W up

of €

not

More on fiscal. Social was not an issue back then. | never heard abortion even

mentioned or any of those type of issues, what you would call social issues, t
religious right, allthat. ldn 6t r emember t hat being
Republican. Not to say that it was

Would you ascribe, at that time, to the same views?

| was a big [Barry] Gol dwaok.énffaét,ll c
may still have it. Phyllis Schlafly wrote a book about Goldwaie€hoice,

NotanEchp but that wasé | would say t
devel oped in me, by my parents. | 6

| 6ve baevwsome or

Letbébs talk about your high school
public school?

Yes. Greenville High School.

Any extracurricular activities you got involved in?

Well, athletics. | was involved igports, football, basketball and tennis.
All year long.

We coul dndét wait for one sport to
missing today. | think kids, they focus on one thing, and then they burn out. |
got into everything | cdd get into. If | could have done more | would have,
but we were limited to doing three sports a year.

he
a
noét ,

an r

hat
m su

year

get

f
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In a city of 4,000, they probably needed everybody they could get.

It used to be, there was a guy here, went to school here, and gut féters
in four years of high school. That tells you that he did a lot of things. But we
couldndét in our school. They | imited t

What position did you play in football?

|l was an end, bot h d e &cken suisidedihehpackarn d € mo r
than an offensive end.

How about basketball?

Well, | grew early. My biggest problem is | grew early, so | never learned to

face the basket. | tell kids today, learn to dribble the ball; learn to shoot from
outside,and | always had my back to the basket. | grew until | was a freshman

in high school and | stopped, and then everybody passed me by. So did
basketball for that matter. I loved to

So you played inside until you were outgrown by evedybelse, huh
(laughs)?

Yeah, right (laughs).
Which one of the sports did you enjoy the most?

Oh, |l 6d say | had the most success in
camaraderie, | would say basketball.

We di dndét alleaxdeptyon saild yos maled it all summer.

| could have played baseball in high school, like | said, if I could have played
everything, | would have been in it. But | decided on tennis.

Oh, that went through the summer as well, nottjustspring?

Summer was, we had summer leagues in baseball, but not at the high school
level, not organized by the high school, a sanctioned sport.

Did you have any aspirations to play at the college level or to become a
professional or anythg in sports?

No, no. | played a lot of intramurals. | was a pretty good intramural player at
Pur due. But | was in a |l ot of things,
you a racket, | could play and did, enjoyed it.

Did you get to lisen to your fair share of Cardinals games on the radio?

Absolutely.

1 The St. Louis Cardinals is an American professional baseball team based in St. Louis. The Cardinals
compete in Major League Baseball as a member club of the National League Central division.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Louis_Cardinals)

10
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Did you attend some Cardinal games growing up?

Well, |1 actually went to &nB¥Wb4gtheysd gam
moved to Baltimore; they became thadles. My dad took me to a St. Louis
BrownsCl evel and I ndians game. Il can r emer

the first Cardinal game | saw. Of course, | only saw one Browns game, and
they left.

But 1 6m a diehard Cardiyylalebdemn, sea
for along time. Yes, | listened on the radio, Harry Carey; Jack Buck came in
1954, and Joe Garagiola. That was quite a broadcasting team they had. They
didndot have it on television back then
roomgoo n the bed. Oh yeah, that wasée

In fact, KMOX Radio out of St. Lou a major station theéeevery
now and then plays all these old...maybe a game or two or excerpts. | just
enjoy |istening to that kind of stuff

Brownsand the Cardinals. Were your parents Browns or Cardinals fans?

They were Browns fans. My dad was a Browns fan. My uncle George, who |

did not know, who died before | was born, he was a huge Cardinal fan. He had

a lot ofCardinal memorabiidwe donodét know whatever ha
whi ch would have been nice to have, be
huge amount of stuff (both |l augh) that
course, that my dad had too, for that fmgtsome, not a lot.

| think | know the answer to this one. Did you work during high school?

| did. When | could. | was in sports so much, but | would work on weekends at
the drugstore. | mowed grass; | mowed a lot of lawns. | did thatdfimerk

in the summer, baled hay. Thatdés a goo
go through that one. They ought to put up baled hay in a loft in an old barn
(laughs). Youbre just dirty and got s

Thatdoes nét sound too romanti c.
No, no.
So why does everybody have to have that experience?

|l think that would be good for everybo
we were done, and everybody would just take a hose to each other widser

nothing like that, drinking out of the hose, pulling that cold water out of the

well (both laugh). That was fabulous.

2 The St.Louis Brownswere a Major League Baseball team that originated in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, as the
Milwaukee Brewers. Charter member of the American League (AL), the Brewers moSed.¢mis,
Missouri after the 1901 season, where they played for 52 years S ltbeis Browns
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of the_St._Louis_Browns)

11
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Were you involved in school government at all?

|l was. | was vice president ethe ouré Ye
president of our class, and then | was vice president. | never made it to the top.
| was | ieutenant governor my senior ye

always had an interest in that, again, from back in my childhood. So when | got
into highschoo] | stayed with the Student Council and things like that.

You kind of alluded before that it was expected that you would go into the
pharmacy business. What were you thinking you wanted to do when you were
in those high school years?

That s what | wanted to do. I al ways t
Why?

|l guess | really didndét have any ot her
t hat regard. The Watsons had al ways be
tobeonetoo,mad t h 6s what | did 't wasnot

at .
anything. |l tds just what | did. I want
about that. | wanted to go to Purdue, | was a big Boilermaker [Purdue
basketball team] fan, and we went to fmat games up there, growing up.

Youdbre not that far from Champaign and

Well, pharmacy school is in Chicago. | had no interest in going to Chicago,
none. And it made sense. The other one was the St. Louis S¢iRd@ronacy;

that was close. A lot of people who were pharmacists from this area had gone
to the St. Louis School of Pharmacy, but it was never mentioned in our house.
It was always just Purdue.

What were your favorite subjects in high school?
History. | really enjoyed history.
That doesnét match up with pharmacy ve

No, no. In fact, | was only hereé | <ca
of fice. So it wasnét | i ke |letwssapl |l y wan
that, but | wanted to get into politics. | always say, one of the best things | ever

did was run for office, because it got me out of the store and got a friend of

mine, Algren Anderson, into it, who ran the store while | was in politics and
doingwhat I did. And he did a wonderful job.

What was his first name?
Algren. A-l-g-r-e-n. Danish, from Belleville, (lllinois).

When youodére in high school, were you 't
politics?

12
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Yes. Back whenlgt marri edé Before | got marr.
sai d, AfSomeday 16d I|Iike to run for off
been one of the better things | ever d

fine. o Of cour se, fmealthenimel waseanrofficee.suppor t
Did she believe you when you said that the first time?

Probably not (l aughs). She didndét know
time.

Were you telling people when you were growing up, that youedado be in
politics some day?

| think people just kind of expected it.

|l tds not something you go around sayin
want to be in politics.o0 Thatodéds not th
No, Il dondét think | did. Il think it wa
of fice. | didndt know what office. It

something local. | had no idea, but | just wanted to be involved in [the] service
aspect of whial considered government to be, is service. | still do today.

So that was what appealed to you?

Oh yeah, oh yeah, very much so. Like | always say, when | talk to kids about...

Al'f you want to do somet hi nadotdfpatst 6s r e
on the back for what you do, but you g
because you can help people, you real/l

Things are different now; things are a lot different than when | started.

Diff erent how?

Oh, you canod6té Everythingds documented
wrong, but whenever you call an agency or try to help somebody, all of a
suddeni t 6s | i ke youbdbre making a special c
wher ehyy iWnoét somebody el se getting tha
supporter of yours?o0 |Itdéds gotten out o
To me, politics is service; i1itods do

maybe candédt do for themsel veaslin hel ping
some cases now. A good example of that is this General Assembly scholarship,
which they just threw out. | understand why they decided not to do it any

longer; it was abused by some of the legislators in lllinois, a lot of them. But it

was a great thig for kids. Kids going to medical school and going to dental
school or going to a university, a sta
get through school.

I n fact, since | o6ve been out of pol
Al d o n 6youremmember thisfFrank, or not, but in 1979, you gave me a
scholarship to go to Eastern Blrllinois
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became a dentist, whatedei b e cause of thato and how
it. Thatos al |l g o makusedib mgstlylthelegslatsre s o me b

When you were growing up, especially high school and early college years,
from your perspective, growing up and living in Greenville and going to

Purdue, what was the gener alpublcubl i c6s
service?

| 6d say very good, honorable career. A
this, ATheyore all crooks, except for
except for you, and everybody feels that way about their elected bffibia
perception is, unfortunately, that the

case, but we have a lot of bad apples that create that image.

|l 6m going to kind of get up above the
guestions. October4,957, t hat és when the Soviets
remember that event?

| remember it being catastrophic, that
event. | just can remember the headline and the fact that we looked like we
were defeated; we got kedremember that part of it.

This would have been close to the end of your time in high school. October of
1962, that was the Cuban Missile Crisis.

| donodot really remember much about tha
of Pigs, ancdhow we let the Cubans down; | remember that.

That would have been 0661. Woul d t hat h
you think?

Oh, yeah, it definitely would have bee
it. You can always putthesseent sé you can say where vy
and such happened, that really etch in your mind, but that one does not.

Looking back in your years growing up here in Greenville, who would you say
had the strongest influence on you?

MydadEver ett Dirksen. Youbre talking abc¢
Yeah.

Everett Dirksen was somebody thaté You
least that was the way my parents were.

So, that was their kind of Republican.

That was definitelyther ki nd of Republican. Il 6m tr
wh o é

Do you remember any comments they would have made about Adlai
Stevenson?

14



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

Watson: (laughs) They were not big fans. Her ed
U.S. presidency. You would thirtkat there would be more support for
somebody from your home state (laughs), but not at all.

| 6ve still got a picture of Eisenh
immaculate condition, and they kept it all those years. Like | said earlier, they
wereconcerned about Eisenhower, but aft
t wi ce. |l remember him being from Bl oo
newspaper or Galena?
DePue: | dondt know enough about his history.
Watson: Maybe thatésé still, even a downstate

a lot of Adlai Stevenson. | know that from just listening to people talk during
that time period. Of course, he became UN ambassador, | believe.

DePue: That s ri ght , prdttefanousspeech duringithedCaibam Missile
Crisis But thatoés a different story.
that youdbéd classify as a mentor for vy

Watson: Politically?

DePue: No, just overall.

Watson: Boy, coachegjefinitely coaches. People involved in any kind of athletics that |
was in, always had a good influence o
mom, of course, hardworking people. I

DePue: It sounds like you got to collegeitiv two goals in mind: one, you definitely

wanted to be a pharmacist, and two, you liked this idea of being in public
service, a politician. Was that a good match, those two things together?

Watson: Very much so. Politics and pharmacy is a great matdivaya used to say,
when out on the campaign trail, Al 6m
because pharmacy was always ranked as one of the top respectaiabs.
Magazinewould roll out the most respected, used car salesman and all those
people, nopoliticians (DePue laughs); they were down at the bottom, but there
at the top was always pharmacists.

So, being in a pharmacy and visiting with people, being part of their
healthcare team, you had a high degree of respect for that. It gave me the
opportunity to communicate with people and to have access to their thoughts,
because it wasndét al ways counting pil
your customer . You duymadietThanldhinkssari |l vy
pharmacy and politics is a gg@ombination.

In fact, when | got elected, there were five pharmacists in the General
Assembly. The lieutenant governor was a pharmacist, and then George Ryan

3 Paradeis an Anerican nationwide Sunday newspaper magazine, founded in 1941 and distributed in more
than 700 newspapers in the United States. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parade_(magazine))
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was a pharmacist, and then there were three others in the General Assembly.
So, pharmacy breled politicians.

You already explained why Purdue University. What year did you graduate
from high school?

Sixty-three.
And you started then, in the fall of 0
Yes.

What was your major there? Pharmacy?
Yes, pe-pharmacy.
That was right from the beginning?

They had a tweyear prepharmacy, to get into pharmacy school. So you took
preliminary subjects, and then you got into the real meat of pharmacy when

you were a | umreaoproga nl.h eSoe,6sl agofti voeut i n
the last three years were all pharmaelated courses.

Can you walk me through kind of the cycle, the types of courses that you had
to take at that time to become a pharmacist?

All kinds of science coursesrganic chemistry, microbiology. | liked that
course so well, | took it twice (both laugh), aced the lab the second time. After
you take it once, well you know ité Li

You kind of decide at one point whether you wianget into retail. or
maybe you want to go intoé A I ot of pe
manufacturing, the industry. and Then there was the beginning of hospital
pharmacy back then.

Now itds altogether dif f elramdihat. But
was the vast majority of us. Then you got into marketing classes and
communication classes and things like that. | liked marketing; | liked that. That
worked right into politics, was be able to sell yourself. As | said, in the last two
yearo9éa@ryYl ast year, youbre really focus

You had your practical too. You went into a drugstore in West
Lafayette, Indiana, where Purdue is. You went into the store and actually
worked. That was your practical experience that you got. Of courad,it,h
coming from a drugstore already.

Did you have a chance to take any history or political science courses?

Oh, yeah. When you had electives, no political science, none, but | took a lot
of history.
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You know what 9, tigudss lIwouldstdl telpthemn.? T o d a
0

I
When peopl e come t me, students, Al w
el ected; | want to serve.o0o Theyo6d say,
say, fADon6t do it. Get i ndreethatgomet hi ng
could do if politics doesndt work out
get a degree iné Get marketing or econ
into the workforce, and then minor in
ldd still teldl people that today, i f thi
Did history sound like more fun for you to study than political science?
Yes. Political science was statistics, and | was never big into that (both laugh).
| was a handshaker. | was never mut ithe nuts and bolts of politics and
getting elected. | could meet people well and did that and got along with
people. That was not a problem, buté
So, | assume economics wasnodét an inter
Economi cs was (labghs),aotétallg i nt er est
Was there any type of history that especially appealed to you?
Ameri can. I could go back in Ameri can

much of that stuck. But really, | enjoyed it, yes.
How did you pay foschool?

My parents. Everything was taken care of by my mom and dad. | was fortunate
that way.

Was that true for your sister as well?
| assume so. She went to DePauw, over in Greencastle, Indiana.
Not DePaul but DePauw.

Yeah, Greencastle, Indiana, a smaller school. DePaul is, of course, in Chicago.
This is in Greencastle. But | assume the same was for her.

Was she expected to follow into the family business as well?

|l dondt thinkwesmenl dgdeds becawmse phar
ltds a great profession now for women.
family and have a family -inejgoodl youodr e

conditions, good pay. But nbadmykclagsh e n, I
was female.

Were you involved in extracurricular activities at Purdue?

| was, intramurals. | was in a fraternity, Phi Gamma Delta, a social fraternity,
PhiG as we call it.

Phi Gamma Delta.
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Phi Gamma Delta.
What were they?

Just a social fraternity, like Sigma Chi would be; maybe that would be one
youodd know.

For a lot of people, especially my generation, you think of fraternities, you
start thinking abouAnimal Houseespecially the socidtaternities (both
laugh)?

That s one of my favorite nmomal es of al
HouseBut | coul d tell you, I could relat
Well, thatodés not a very goodssmhatemaent

that bad, but it was free living. You had to be disciplined to do your work, your
schoolwork and all that, but the rest of the time you were on your own. You
didnét have Mom and Dad there. You gre

Did you live in the faternity house then?

Um-hmm.

What year would you have gone through the initiation process.
The pledge.

The pledge week, the pledge period.

after t h

Il n 664. Wel |, | pledged right
the spring o

t hat would have been 664,
Any memories about the pledging process?

Oh, yes. In fact (laughs), we had a great class. In fact, our classthinggyof

us pledges, we have a guy named JeffCéddkee 6 s st i |l | over in
Laf ayette; heo D keepslusallgommunicating.He t her e
communicates with everybody, email. | see a lot of my fraternity brothers from
time to time. You develop a very close bond with those people, going through

the initiation process. Thenongeou 6r e i n the fraternity,
experience.

Today, you hear so much bad about é
favor in a |l ot of places, and ités too

bad. It was a great experience for me.
What kind of things did you have to do during the pledge period?

You had to clean the house every week,
(laughs). Working, you had pledge duties. Of course, your class met on a

4 National Lampoon'&nimal Housés a 1978 American comedy film about a traubiaking fraternity
whose members challenge the authority of the dean of the fictional Faber College.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Animal_House)
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weekly basis, and you hadrtlgs you had to memorize and all that. It was a
great experience.

How about ROTCReserve Officers' TrainingCops? | know t hat 6s
school.
| was in ROTC, two years, Air Force. E

AOh, yeah,LROTCwad iwas in the Air Force
Did you give them a wink after that?

Yeah. But you had to shine your shoes; we had drills. Either you were in the
marching band, which was huge at Purdue. They gave scholarships l® peop

to be in the marching band. Golden Girl and the Silver T{loth featured

twirler positionsland al |l that, thatodos still ther
schol arships for that. Itds a big part
y 0 u w @ ithe lmaddt you had to be in ROTC, if you were a male.

Did you enjoy that?

| slept through all the movies. Our class was right after lunch; it was the worst
time. The instructor would just turn on the movie camera, and everybody
would watcha movie for the fortyfive minutes or fifty minutes we were there.

| remember sleeping through most of that.

At that time period in American histor
later years, Vietnam is going on; the draft is very muat @f the equation.
Was that in the back of your mind at the time?

It wasndét in the back of my mind about
kids that went to college for no other reason than to stay out of the draft. That
was wrong, becauseman of t hem di dndét make it. Th

mine, but sure, | had friends, high school friends, classmates at Purdue, who
went on to Vietnam after they graduated.

When | got out, | went down to St. Louis and had a physical and failed

it Herebd been involved in athletics and
back issue. Growing up, | can remember sciatic nerve pain going down my leg.
Somehow] dondét have any | igament that hol

bone; only muscle is there to hatdogether. They exempted me, 4F [not
acceptable].

Were you expecting to be exempt when you went over?

No, no. I had no idea. Well, ot her tha
My father had a stroke in 1967, September 30. Purdue was to play SMU that
day in football. | remember that, getting a call, a Friday night, with my mom

telling me,onieY ohuo nmee.edd Anoy way, my mom r &
a year and a hal f. She didnét run it;
kept it going for me. That was quite a
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my dad to take care of, who had a strokkpwved another eleven years,
having a severe stroke. He was paralyz

So, when | got out of school, | thought there might be an exemption for
me because of the fact of neetthi ng t o b
route, but | always thought that maybe
actually |l ook back at that; if it hadn
the time, with my mom running the drugstore, and my dad being as sick as he
was, | rally think | missed something by not being in the service. | think that
would have been good for me.

| think that would be good for everybody, to go into the service, to do
something for a couple years, especially right out of high school. Instead of

gong into college, |l etds send them out
country or do some work for the military or make some kind of a commitment,
and then grow up in those two years, a

an entirely differentée

DeRue: So every kid should go out and bale hay in the summer (Watson laughs), and
every kid should have the opportunity to be in the Army.

Watson: | just think the service does something for you, of course, the commitment and
then the discipline you learn the service. How many kids do you know that
were problem kids, that went into the military and came out pretty good? The
military kind of shapes them up, and I think that would have been good for me.

DePue: But it sounds like, when you wereincollegesatl st , it just wasndo
screen for you, other than ROTC.

Watson: No. When youod6re talking about things t
freshman was the assassination of [President John F.] Kennedy. | can
remember exactly where | was when | hedrdw it. | was at Purdue, walking
on campus, and a guy had a transistor radio in hislearas ked hi mé |1 ¢
remember where | was. | was right by the standpipe, the big-4dwdunnel,
the smokestack at Purdue, anai d, afsTkhed
presidentds been shot. o6 Thatés the fir
traumatic to me; it really was. Il can

(pause in recording)

DePue: |l s this a story youbre going to be abl
Watson: Yeah, | think so.
DePue: Go ahead.

5 A transistor radiags a small portableadioreceiver that usesansistorbased circuitry, which revoluthized
the field of consumer electronics by introducing small but powerful, convenientiedahdevices.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transistor_radio)
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| can remember, at dinner, at Carey Hall, when | was a freshman; we were all

in there, and there were people laughing. | got up and just raised Cain because
the presidentds been shot. Everybody g
Nobody wasé But | can remember; it had

Interesting, because the family had been Republican your whole life. You were
firmly in that camp, as well.

Oh yeah. We were big Nixonknpwlopdaendtbut
know; it really did hit me pretty hard.

Do you remember anything similar in the political arena here? Do you
remember much about that 1964 presidential campaign? We talked before
about Phyllis Schlafly and the family being Goldwater Republicans.

Oh, yeah, [we] worked hard and devastated, obviously. Especially, that was the
beginning, |l think, of the ads on TV t
ridiculous whatdés on TV and the way th
thinkthatwasmabe the first time, that | can
going off® Do you remember that?

Did you see that ad?
Oh, yeah, |l 6ve seen it.

But did you see it that year?

| dondt remember i f | seelgvisionn, but we w
The ad, just to have a marker hereé 16
little girl in this field, and sheds g
fl owers, and then thereds this nuclear
Right, thatdés exactly, exactly. Maybe

it plenty of times since. But | do believe that 1964, at least in mydnind c an 0 t
recall elections before that necessarily where TV was invéh\md that was

the beginningf the real negative politics that went on, that television

prospered in.

Did you think, earlier in that campaign, that Goldwater had a decent chance to
be elected?

No, probably not. No, he was, I t hink,
Pary divided, split, and people walked away from him. But | bedeaad

history has kind of proven him, maybe not necessarily on all views, but in most
cased | think hewasright. | believe that.

6 "Daisy", sometimes known as "Daisy Girl" or "Peace, Little Girl", was a controvedistal
advertisement aired on television during the 1964 United States presidential election by incumbent president
Lyndon B. Johnson's campaign. It remains one of the most controversial political advertisements ever made.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wikDaisy (advertisement))
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You mentioned already, your father having a stroke B719Vhat was the
impact on your college plans when that occurred?

The idea was | would stay there and keep going, until | got done, because |

didndét reallyé | couldndét do anything
phar maci st , wmhamagist. Yau havetqg besobveusly,d
educated to do the work. | coul dndét do

Was that event a pretty big shock, something that shook you up personally?

Hedd been sick. Heo6d,#&ndtldeywavergingtoi ngl i ng
diagnose what it was. And he was older; he was-$ixge. He was the same
agee

When | had my stroke, | was sixtiree, and | had it October 17, when
| was sixtythree. He was sixtyhree and had his stroke on September 80. S
within seventeen days, the same age, we had a stroke. That was one of the
things that | thought about. | was concerned about what | was going to end up

l i ke, was hi m. I just didndét want t hat
that, a great pepnality about him, disposition, everything was good. But

being in a wheelchair and not being ab
handl e it. I wouldnodét be able to handl

when | had mine.

| guess iwadss agelnoew irci.ski. | didndt s
man, he smoked. I n fact, one reason |
home, and | go out to the hospital her
laying on a bed. He takes his right hand and takeshititos mout h, | i ke
taking a cigarette to his mouth, and i

smoke after seeing that.

He smoked Pall Malls. | can remember him coming home for dinner,
and he would go back up to the drugstore, worried about whethmrthall his

cigarettes out or not, didndot want a f
early 630s, so he was al ways worried a
mom was too. But | never smoked; [l O6ve

pr es s ur a&hjgh ngla suhgénetics.

| know youdbve mentioned this already,
stroke, he was in a wheelchair for the rest of his life?

Yes.

Was he able to speak at all after that?
No.

He never egained that?

No.
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But you described, he had a good life after the stroke.

Oh, he | aughed; hedd smile. My mom tri
could, and she did.

Was there any sense that he understood everything, theatshes sharp as
before?

We thought he could, not everything. There was always something that
bothered him about the drugstore, and
in the back end of the drugstore.

The back end of therugstore?

The drugstore used to have a prescription counter wall, and then behind it was
where the pharmacists worked. That was when he was there. So back there, the
back of the drugstore, was something that he wanted and was corefeonéd

but we never knew and never coul dé

How could you tell that he was concerned about something?

If we took him into the drugstore, he would always want to go back there. You
coul dndét get him around; ywudjustoul dnodt
bother him so much that we just decided not to take him there at all.

You mean you physically couldndét get t
Right, yeah, yes.

Did you feel, once that happened, that you kind of had toustemd be the
man of the family?

Well, I was still in high school, so | left. And shortly after that, | went back to
school. After | gohome,| felt that way, but not while |1 was in school
necessarily.

This is the samekitmgnealpeut odYwe 6steatrttae
and you finished five years | ater, in
States in those years, in 668 and beyo

about the Vietnam War?

| was very supportive of whate were doing. As | look back, and | see what

some of the Afghanistan and maybe even Irag to a certain level, maybe we
dondédt have to be the policemen for eve
made, and of course, it was communists at that time.

't wasno6ét about being the policemen; I
Right.

That 6s what the explanations wer e.
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Right. They were the enemy, the communists. So | was supportive of us being

involved.

What was going on, on tltampus at Purdue?

Very conservative campus, as you would imagine. There was the engineering

school, sciences, al/l that. There
i ssues. It wasnodot | i ke you saw in
demonstraig. We didndét have that.

w a
t h

What was your reaction when you saw that kind of stuff going on, kids your

age, burning their draft cards in protest?

Upset. Il didnot Iike 1it; |l di dnot

seemed like the ole country was coming unraveled, and the young people

were the primary ones that were causing that.

Letbébs pick up a couple, three of
you were paying attention to. The first one, in April, Martin Lutkeng is
assassinated. Do you remember that?

Yes, | do, yeah. Of course back then, once again, it was almost something

|l i keé I n the sout h, it was stil/l
racial concerns and all that was stillanissue t he Sout h. I
di dndét expect it, because if it h

York or somewhere else, it might have different, but not necessarily in the
South. It was very concerning.

| wasndt necessafi Mgrsuppbuout he
|l 6m a statebs rights guy; | al way

t he

pr e
t w
ad

e K
s h

goes back to then. | felt like some of those states were within their rights to do

what they wanted to do, how[ever] wrong it might have beenay,ogbu
couldné6t say that, but I 06m puttin
rights to be able to do what they were doing.

Can you be more specific, what kinds of things you thought that the states
would have had been in their rightgarsue?

Well, the universities.

The desegregation of universities?

g m

Well, that. At that time and still today, there are African American universities,

and thereds the university system

tme, that forcing ité That was kin
done, is doing what they did. But
the throats. Il would have rather

have been quick enobdor a lot of people, and they were probably right.

How about busing? With a family, would you have been in favor of a pretty
aggressive busing system to desegregate?
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Not at all . No, no. |l donodot ekecdat know
al |l I stil | dondét think it worked. Th
environment and where they grew up, an
not sure thatodés good for the kids. The
but | 6 mreihwast gosddor them.

Putting the political views aside, what was your gut feeling when you heard
that King had been assassinated?

Any time anybody takes that situation into their own hénasd James Earl

Ray [ Kingododyessweas sver]y dipset about it.
toé | felt the same way about Jack Rub
anybody thatodéds involved in anything of

How about your gut reaction when you saw the rioting that occthredgh
much of the country after that?

|l didndét | i ke it. |l think a Blackk back
Like Me a good book, great movie. People have to live in that to appreciate
what they went t hr owveglmGrednvildillidasdlt | i ve

had two African American classmates; one was a junior when | was a senior;
one was a senior with me there.

In Greenville.
So. | didndét have that kind ofé It had
shoes,@| ki ng in their shoes, maybe that 6:¢

very supportive of it.

It wasndét too much | ater, I think | ate
(doorbell rings) [democratic presidential candidate,|Robert Kennedy was
assasinated. Should we take a break here?

(pause in recording)

We took a very quick break because the UPS [United Parcel Service] man
showed up. But | had just asked youé W
King and your reaction to his death and riacto the riots that occurred right

after that. Then this, another very traumatic event, happened just two months

|l ater, with Robert Kennedyds assassina
you remember that one?

Oh, yeah. | was just kind of thimlg, What is this country coming to, civil

order? We seem to be going through a |
taking it to another level with his assassination? Yeah, it was upsetting, very
upsetting.

And you add another month and a half @bgyond that time period, and you
get to the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. Did you pay much
attention to that? That was about the time you would have been graduating.
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Watson: | did. Of course, there was a lot of people from Chicago at seVtuere | was,
talking about it, about what went on. [Chicago Mayor,] Richard Daley, of
course, took it into his own hands, to decide what was going to be best for
Chicago, and no nonsense.

|l 6ve talked to people who swadre ther
them are very supportive of Daley. But it was a very revolutionary time. The
music was, the individuals, the riots on the streets, all this. Something had to
be done, the way | look at it. Maybe that was a little over the top. Certainly it
was, but eme order had to be established.

DePue: That would have been your reaction to it then, that society seemed to be
coming apart at the seams?

Watson: Right. That all that was going on, and of course, it was mostly all directed to
Vietnam. But the disruptiveociety we lived in, just seemed like there was no
control. To bring order back, somebody
saying that this was the way to go about it, but | do think that order had to be
established.

DePue: Would that have besie first presidential election you got to vote in?

Watson: Yes it was. Sixtyeight would have been, yeah.

DePue: Because the voting age was twentye at that time.

Watson: Yeah, that would have been theé

DePue: |l 6m assuming that you were a Nixon guy

Watson: | was a Nixon guy. | think itwas Nixeh 0 d g e € -Agmnew.o n

DePue: Nixon-Agnew.

Watson: NixorAgnew, and thené

DePue: Humphrey. Hubert Humphrey would have been the democratic candidate.

Watson: When did Nixon run with Lodge?
DePue: Would that have beel19607?
Watson: Henry Cabot Lodge.

DePue: Who was his running mate in 0660.

7 On April 5, 1968, approximately 10,500 police were sent into Chicago, and by April 6, more than 6,700
Illinois National Guard troops had arrived in Chicago, with 5,000 soldiers ordered into the city by President
Johnson. No one wsallowed to have gatherings in the riot areas; the use of tear gas was authorized. Mayor
Richard J. Daley gave police the authority to shoot to kill any arsonist or anyone with a Molotov cocktail in
his hand and to shoot to maim or cripple anyone loamgstores in the city.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1968_Chicago_riots#:~:text=0f%20tear%20gas.
,Mayor%20Richard%20J.,any%20stores%20in%200ur%20city.%22)
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That could have been [Lodge]; that could have been.
Did his argument about the silent majority make sense to you then?

Ni xonds? Yes. VYeryimech a sildntimiajerity tbécauseeall thea s
vocal people were on the streets being disruptive, whereas the people who

were being supportive or being within the order [that] society should be, were
very silent. They werendét doing anythi

Could youidentify with that silent majority?
Yes, very much so.

Now, this is a peculiar question. Your father had had the stroke just a year
before that. Would he have had the opportunity to vote in that election?

He did; he did, and he wasle to put that one X (both laugh).
His political views hadndét changed.
No, they hadnot.

So youb6bre coming of age; youbre gettin
interesting, traumatic time period for the United States. There wssanet of

what youdre going to do when you gradu
notion of going back home and running the pharmacy?

Yes. | remember the first day, walking to work. | walked up College Avenue.
We just lived down the street froret square, and | walked to work.

Had you already had your military physical?

No.

Was that in the back of your mind, that you might be going into the military?

|l dondt recall that i1t ev ealcomcars.. |l j us

Were you thinking at that time, that you still wanted to pursue politics as a
career?

|l knew someday | would want to get int
what level. Timing is everything in politics, and my time was riglatways
knew | wanted to get in and do something in politics, in government.

Going back to the [President John] Kennedy years and the Kennedy
assassination, all of that, one of the things that people remember about
Kennedy is that he inspired gee of your generation to get involved, to be
involved. Would that have been true in your case?

No. We were not Kennedy people (laughs).

We woul dnét give him any credit for it
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Watson: We wore it on our sleeve (laughs). | would not, aioll. As | look back on
John Kennedy, |l think itdéds a shame, of
more time in office. | believe he would have been a good president, because he
was more of a conservative Democrat. He would, | think, approach things
df ferently than todaydéds Democrat, and

president for a longer period of time than he unfortunately was.

DePue: Webve talked quite a bit that you were
school, a lot of extracurriculacavities in college; you liked the fraternity;
you |l i ked the soci al l' i fe, but we have
Were you dating through the college years?

Watson: Very seldom at Purdue. | dated my wife. She was at lllinois State.

DePue: When did you meet her?

Watson: She went to Greenville High School. She was a freshman when | was a senior
in high school.

DePue: Back in those days, you would have been robbing the cradle.

Watson: Yeah, exactly, robbing t hutlhlker adl e. She
sophomore year. But | knew her from her freshman year. Then, when | went to

Pur due, |l stayed in touch with her and
except her.

DePue: When did it get real serious then?

Watson: Once she graduated high school and went to lllinois State. She became a fifth

at Colby, was what we always say. She lived on the fifth floor of Colby Hall,
andtheyallhadB hi rts with a bottle on it that
lived there for two gars.

Then when | graduated from Purdue and came back to Greenville, she
came to Greenville College and finished the last two years here and became an
educator, got her education degree at Greenville College. Then we were
serious, all during that time.

DePue: When did you get married?
Watson: Sixty-nine.
DePue: Nineteen sixtynine. So she would have still been in college then, at
Greenville?
Watson: Yes. We got married in an ice storm (I
DePue: A winter wedding, huh?
Watson: Yeah, Deember 27. We tried to get to Mount Vernon on our first night,

because we had reservations at the Ramada Inn at Mount Vernon. As far as we
could get was a HDe-Ho Motel in Carlisle (both laughs). We stayed there
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with the Rockford Auburn basketball team ateterleaders, everybody, who
were playing at Centralia at the holiday tournament. They were running around

everywhere all ni ght . But anywayé
DePue: The HiDe-Ho Hotel.
Watson: Motel.
DePue: Motel.
Watson: Oh, yeah, motel in Carlisle, lllinols| aughs) . Ités no |l onger
DePue: It doesnodot sound romantic at al/l
Watson: It wasndt necessary.
DePue: But some great stories afterwards.
Watson: Then the next night we stayed at the James K. Polk Hotel in Murfreesboro,

Tennessee. They closed theenstate down there, which | think was 24

[Interstate 24]. They closed the interstate, and we had to go into the only hotel.
The guy, Iliterally, who took wus to our
pull ed ropes and we we mdtintnigrooml aughs) .

You had a bowl you had to take down to the community restroom, and

that was youré You had to clean wup in
went to a movie, where the film Ilitera
right on the wha thing. The power went out; it was a mess. But we finally got
down to Florida, and thatés where we s

DePue: Why did you pick December to marry?

Watson: |l really couldndédt answer that.

DePue: Was that during the college break mayfor her?

Watson: Yes, it would have been.

DePue: You didndét mention her name.

Watson: Susan. Susan Rasler was her name.

DePue: Shedd grown up in Greenville as well

Watson: Right. Her family, they had a business here, a plumbing business, her dad and

three brothers.

DePue: So many of your generatiédnl 6 m a s s udnkidstlat cange ofeage the
same time you did in Greenville, would have been eager to get out of
Greenville. Would that have been the case?

Watson: With me?

DePue: For other kids your age.
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Not necessarily. No, Greenville was a good place to live, grow up, and raise a
family. | dondt necessarily thinké Lik
Very few stay around. Thereds no oppor
agriculture and you stay on the family farm. Those are dwindling fast.

Did it appeal to you, though, that you got to stay close to the family roots in
your growing up years?

Yes. | still do, actually.

That gets wus i nt oi me9 7p0e r i6o7dl ,whée7n2 ,y oaunddr e
business. Do you remember any challenges the first couple years you were
actually running the business? You were still pretty young at that time.

Oh, yeah. We had a very aggressive opponent or competition. | gsvefhi

my mom for keeping the business going for all the years or the time that she
did. Our competition was a modern store. We still had some of the same
fixtures in that drugstore when | walked in, in 1968, that were there in 1881.
We 6 v e st iifthe ugstaits of thé drugstore, cherry fixtures and
cabinets.

So it would have been described as quaint perhaps, at the time?

Well, it was very outdated. 't wasnot
everything. You RadEwveyrybGdny LI hael payme
drugstore had to be waited on. Where t

around and seféerve. Our opposition or our competition had that kind of
store, very nice, modern store.

Who was the competition?
It was called Family Pharmacy.
Were they on the square as well?

Just off of it. They originally were on the square, on the corner, but then they
moved back a half block, into a new building.

Did you have a lunch counter at that time?

No. We had the soda fountain, but no lunch counter. We never had a lunch
counter, just drinks, ice cream.

Were there any decisions that you made when you came back in the next
couple years, that you wanted to make some significant changes to the
business?

Oh, yeah. In 1970, we just remodeled the store. We took the soda fountain out
and put in modern fixtures. It was still a small store, not what it is today, but it
was just one of the buildingswe have three buildings n@it was one of the
buildings, but we remodeled it and opened up the pharmacy, did a lot of things
that needed to be done.
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Were you able to hold on to your clientele base?

Yes, |1 6d say so. A | ot of people, obuvi
nicer store. But the people of Greenville, friends of my parents, were very
supportive. They kind of felt bad because my dad had been very active in the
community, and allofasuddgme 6 s gone. Hebés not gone,
the store anymore. My mone&ping it open. | think there was a certain

amount of support that came from the community for that, and that kind of
transferred to me when | got here.

What kind of hours were you working in those first few years?

Eight to 6;00, every dayub Sunday, and then 8:00 to 8:00 on Fridays.
Those are long hours.

They were long hours.

Did you enjoy it?

| did, yeah. | Iliked it, but then agai
remember that; | iéemn thedback @f myt nond,d alwaysf or o f
wanted to do that, run for office. I d

in the store or not. But ultimately di dndt .

| wanted to do more than just pharmacy, more than counting, what we
calpourandcomt , and that kind of thing. The
always had to have somebody else take care of the books and do all that. | was
not good at that at all.

Had your mom been good at that?

No. We had another family that stayed wiy) Judd Haas was his name. He

started working with my mom, helping her with the books when dad got sick.

Then his son, and his son | ataas,., We ha
t hat have worked in our drugsaéldkee. The
everybody else does, in some places in the store. They helped us a lot.

It sounds like the loyalty and the dedication of both these families and to the
community has been something that has endured for over a century for them.

|l 6d say so. Today, the independent dru
dwindling. The chains are taking over and have been for quite some time. But |

sti |l | think therebs a place for just t
today?0 t yghptebusinéss, avipere yon meet people and glad to see

t hem. | think therebds stildl a place fo
place for an independent store, as long as they continue to maintain the service
aspect of it.

Today, Watgends Drhugwtiomg. Wedve got
there now, Bart Calderarro. Hebs carry
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l evel . Hebés quite service oriented, to
out to anybody. You need something, any time daygrint , he 61l | go uj
and get it for you. That kind of approach to retail pharmacy, if that is

maintained, there will be a place for independent drugstores.

DePue: It sounds | i ke youdbre putting a | ionds
were youable to get involved in any civic activities?

Watson: When | got back, | always got my haircut at the Elite Barber Shop.

DePue: The Delight?

Watson: No, Elite, Elite Barber Shop. A fellow by the name of Jack Oakley and his

brother Jim, they ran the bartsrop. Anyway, he was a Jaycee here locally
and got me involved in the Jaycees, which at that point in time might have

been the Junior Chamber of Commétdeh at 6 s ki nd of what it
young mandés organization. Tthigyfiees who i
you moved on to something else. | got involved in the Jaycees.

DePue: Was that something you liked?

Watson: Oh, yeah. That was what got me into politics eventually. Other than my family

and the influence my dad and mom had on me, | wouldheayaycees

probably got me more involved in politics, because | got to meet people; |
learned how to organize. | became a president of our local chapter, and we
really did well. We won the State Chapter of the Year, and a lot of good things
happened to meuring that time.

DePue: | understand you were Jaycee of the year in 1972.

Watson: Seventyt wo or é It probably was 672, State
of the Year.

DePue: You were a National Jaycee?

Watson: There was five National Jaycees, sogawndét | i ke | was the o
was five National Jaycees, and there was one per state.

DePue: It sounds like being part of the Jaycees got you out to meet lots of people in
Greenville or Bond County. Were you able to interact with people from across
the state?

Watson: Very much so. One thing, the Jaycees,
called it then. I dondét know i f they s
progr am. | used to go to meetings | ate

Pr o gr ayodwentarmund the room; everybody had to get up on their feet

8 The United States Junior Chamber, also known adaheees]Cs or JCI USA, is a leadership hiaig and
civic organization for people between the ages of 18 and 40. It is a branch of Junior Chamber
International (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Junior_Chamber)
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and say something about what they did that day or whatever, had to learn to
so | didndét ha

speak.

| 6d

Now, wai t a

go |

mi nut e.

at e,

ve t

Y @ polibios gourhwvieote tife. wa nt i n

Well, | never was a good public speaker, no, never was. Once | got into
Jaycees, then | got involved as an officer and more involved, then | had do
more on my feet. | became more comfortable talking to people aboutvabkat

going on or whatever, and thatoés what
organizati on, |l think, more thané | al
for people in the community, trying to
organizatonsk e t hat are all about, the Liono
just happened to pick the Jaycees.

In other words, it sounds like you were great and very comfortable when it was

one on one interactions.

| was terrible on my feet, terribl&peech c¢cl ass in coll egeé
that people need to learn to be able to do, is talk on their feet. We worry about

all these core curriculum and everything, but a lot of it, just practical class

work, like speech, can do more for somebddyping can do more for an
individual than some of these other <co
the subject, but | was not a goodé But
the point whereée

Critique yourself. Did you take speech class itege?

| did.

Critique your abilities as a speaker. What was bad about your speaking

abilities?

What | did is | tried to memorize the
tried to do. In my early years in politics, | did the sahirg, tried to

memorize it, have it written out. Youbd
and talk about what you think is important about that topic, and then outline a
speech, not write it. | approached it from the wrong direction, because bdid

have any confidence in myself.

It sounds | i ke you weren6ét a good read
|l was not, terrible, terrible. l'tds a
was good one on one, amndltwahatosilkke how |
people would tell me; theydd say, fAMan

9 In a public school setting,@re curriculunis a set okducational goals, explicitly taught (and not taught),
focused on making sure that all students involved learn certain material tied to a specific age or grade level.
(https://www.handyhandouts.com/viewHandout.aspx humber=384&nfp_title=What+is+the+Meagi+o
f+a+Core+Curriculum+vs.+Common+Core%3F#:~:text=In%20a%20public%20school%20setting,specific%
20age%200r%20grade%?20level.&text=There%20are%20many)
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precinct committeeman in a district.o
all over and still do today.
| was good at names, real good at n
would take a tape recorder with me, an
home, just keep them on that tape recorder, play it back. Then you see them
again and callthem by name;thas a bi g deal to the per ¢
| 6d do the same thing when 16d go d
people saying, ANice to meet you, 0 and
the home or about themselves or something that they knewtheuas It
wasnot | i ke just a;itwasmmpersonallleder.tgetthey ou s

reputation of being a very personable candidate, who was very interested in
you as an individual. That was a big plus, overcame my speech limitations.

DePue: Comecting one on one.
Watson: Yep.

DePue: Letbébs talk about how you made t°
businessman, being successful in the Jaycees, to taking that next steg
something you had aspired to do for a couple decades or a decade.or

Watson: When | got all these national awards for the Jaycee, | thought, Hey,
everybody | oves me. Hey, | 6m somet hing
up on theé No, not necessarily, no, th
elected representativasevery district, three. Four would run; three would get
el ected. Thatds changed now, but back
el ected. I n 674, there were four peopl
Republicans. Well, this districté

DePue: Foreach one of the senate districts?

Watson: In each senate district, there would be three house members.

DePue: This is something that people today ca
some explaining on your part, if you could do that, explain how theeps
worked.

Watson: Going back to 1974 though, and how | really got involved and what happened.

In 1974, like | said, | got all these national awards and everything, in the
Jaycees. That might have been in 673,
tought, Well, |l 6m going to run; I()mju
our county chairman here | ocally, and
of fice. o

DePue: What office at that time?

Watson: State representative, the same officethal r an f or i n 0678. It
need to have a base of support, o and t
county doesndét support you, then you d
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told me, AYou really havemrdYourbamégn i nvo
was, your mom and dad, but you havenot
you?0 Th atopena for me.iked yael, | thought everybody loved

me, and they donodot; they didno6t .

So I thought, Okay, I 61 | do that. B
precinct committeeman for the precinct in which | lived, and | ran against him
then for precinct committeeman.

In 19747

In 1974, and got beat by eight votes. It was niesiyt,
ninety, | think, or ninetyseven, eightine. But we both
said, both of us will stay involved in politics, regardless
of who won. He won, and he still became county
chairman.

He asked me timeto become [Governor] Jim
Thompsonés coordinator. | was |1 ke, wh
Thompson? This was the o76fanktN¢§0r‘Sh'u?' Thom

A Book photo from 19 .
governor . |l 6m t he coor di Eegar\red.ntor hi m
who the guy i s. Hebs got é;{'g'ﬁi;%ﬁgg onal na
from Chicago and didll these wonderful things, being P '
U.S. attorney.
To include convicting Otto Kerner, who was the former governor of lllinois
right before him, a couple of times.
Yeah.
Was this just for Bond County?
Yes, coordinator for Bond @mty. Anyway, | got involved in his campaign.
He came down here, went back. Tonighto
tonight. Well, he came down when he was running and walked in that parade.
We had several events for him; over at the country cluldigva fundraiser
over there and raised some money for us locally to get signs and things like
that for him. He came back again.

Then he won. Hebés running against M
popular Democratic office holders and secretary of sifatiee time. And Jim
Thompsonés this U.S. attorney thatods a
County. People down here, they dondot w
much, but both of them were from there. But, anyway, he wins.
| want to backyou up just a little bit because there might be a good story here;
|l dondt know. He comes down to the Bon
fair. Heds stildl kind of green on bein

he did in that fair?
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Well, the thing about him was, he was a city guy. He was from the city, and
thatos okay, but he didnét know the wa
today they get out more, of course. But he was just a U.S. attorney.

Well, he had a bandana; he wpre a n s and he | ooked |
to be part of the culture of Southern lllinois. So he had this red bandana that we
al |l | aughed about. Webére not all that

Anyway, he fit in good, and he was a great campaigner, pipb# best,
really. He was as good as it gets.

He wins, and then | get a lot of notoriety because of it, not necessarily
notoriety. |l 6m just Thompsonds coordin
something from Jim Thompson, they call Frank.

Then | ga involved with township government, as a trustee, and then |
became supervisor.

Was that an election that you had to win?
Yes.
Were you selected by the public?

Somebody passed away. I can pdssed e me mber
away, but anyway, | was selected to take his place. Then | ran for supervisor in
the next election. Our supervisor retired, and | ran for supervisor. | was at that
capacity when | ran for state represen

So you the won the townshp é

Supervisords job.

I n 676, 0677 maybe?

Yeah, ités the off year. Yeah, 0677.

What did your wife think about your early activities in politics? Obviously, she
knew from the beginning you were interested in this.

She waslways very supportive. | never had an issue with it. The thing that
bothers me a little bit about what | did was that, you know, | was gone a lot.
That 6s when the family was growing up.

When did the children come alohg

Well, son in 670 and daughter in 072.
What 6s your sonds name?

Chad.

And your daughter?

Katherine, but we call her Kami.
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Catherine would suggest a C.

K-a-m-i. Then Chad was Charles. It was kind of ésrFrank, Charles,
Frank, Charl es. |l f you follow the fami

Did he continue that?

No, his two boys, no. One of them is B
things. Great kids, grandkids.

Youbve accepted it even though theyodve

Not a problem.

This is the same time period that Wate
Let me see if | can get the terminolog
dovn i mmedi ately before that ti me. Il 6 m
Right.

Aspiring to be a politician yourself, what was the impact of that, especially

since hebs a Republican?

It bothered me. Didnéheki RebeertrtaBaflkl ??
was his name, Wi lliam Baker? U.S. sena
daughter?

Henry, is it Henry, Harry, Henry?
Henry Baker? | can6t remember what it

We can get into the record. [U.S. senator fibemnessee, Howard Baker]

Anyway, he was I ndependent; he didnot
t hat guy. | was very disappointed in N
have to do all this stuf f thatGeate¢the i mes i
problems for you, then youbve got to d
well.

That had something to do with why I
AWhy did you get into politics?0 | say
thenlsay, HAPeople | ike Richard Nixon. o0 E\

di dndot appreciate some of his style of
a change in what people thought about those that serve.

So this motivated §oaom beidgdadpolbeterc
Motivated me, yep.

That gets us up to the first serious r
going to have a good shot at it. | would likehave you describe the

cumulative voting system. Is thatrsething you can lay out for us, how that

actually worked in lllinois? | think the State was rather unique in that respect.
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Very uni que. | dondt know that any oth
which, as | said before, there would be four indidals run, two Republicans,
t wo Democrats, in each district except

Instead of Republicans, they had one guy who was an Independent, then served
with the Democrats.

When youdre sayi ng mhiosldistiicts?, each one

Each senatori al di strict. Now theyore
senate district was the district. Then you had a senator, and you had three
representatives who represented that district, two Republicans and one

Denocrat or two Democrats and one Republican. Four would run; three would

get elected, and then they had accumulative voting; bullet voting they called it.
What that was is, if you voted for just one of the four candidates, that candidate
got all three votedf you voted for two of the four candidates each candidate

got a vote and a half. So, it was pretty-tubat.

What would prevent, in a particular district that was strongly Democrat or
strongly Republican, of having all three members from tlsdticli being from
that single party?

Couldndét do it, unlessé Somebody coul d
there was a gentleman in Chicago who was an Independent that ran in a district
there that elected him, and he sat with Democrats. S@aWrtthey elected

three Democrats in that district. But that was the only one that | remember that

| served with.

Youdre saying that each one of the maj
candidates?

Everybody had a primary, just like we do nodnd the primary would
nominate two candidates to run for representatives in each district.

This would have been, what, the 55th District at the time?

Yes.

| 6m | ooki ng atBlue Bookrgmalg76/1980usb | tlink the h e
personalit% es woul dé

That guyods got hair down there, doesnbod
Yeah, web6re |l ooking at your picture. J
senator?

Yes.

10 Thelllinois Blue Bookis one of the most comprehensive sources of state government information. It is a
nationally recognized source for information about Illinois' executive, judicial and legislative branches of
government(http://www.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/bb)
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And hedés a Democrat.

Correct. Heds from Breeze.

Sowasthit he 55t h District at the time? 120
Yeah.

Republican or lean Democrat?

Oh, he was a Democrat. We el ected two
done that before.

So it wadraditionally a Democratic district?
Yes, for the ten years of the map.

And from what | understand, in the old cumulative voting days, oftentimes the
critical race was the primary race.

Well, no, not necessarily. Whatyouendedupadog é I n t hose cumul
voting and multi member districts, what you ended up doing is running against
someone in your own party. If there were two of you running, two

Republicans, two Democrats, and traditionally you only elected one

Republican, that meathat one of the Republicans was out. So you ran

against, in some cases, the other Republican.

This would have been in the gener al el
Yes. Yes.

Was there a significant primary race i
There vas, yes.

How did you get onto the ballot in the first place?

Wel | | Ben Harbstrike and Dwight Friedr
representative in the old district, an
always ran in the primary, andett ran against Dwight Friedrich. Bennie

Harbstrike was from Trenton, and Dwight Friedrich was from Centralia. The

two Democrats that ran was Don Bruméndie was from Vandalé and then

Harold Byers; at that time, he was from Highland. Anyway, to make a long

story short here or maybe try to explain more than | needed to, to get elected, a

lot of people viewed this as a one Republican district.

My first stepé Well, they had to be
primary, Bond County voted for me like nobodyt was just amazin
how I got nominated. It justé over whel

In the primary?
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DePue:

I n the primary. No, they didndét bull et
bulletvoted | 6 m & robullet vote, jusstraight up vote. And | had a lot

of support in Bond County. | had some in Fayette and Clinton; those were

other counties. But Benny had Clinton; Dwight had Marion; Fayette was kind

of up for grabs, and Madi son and St. C
| t doig disdrict.

It was a big district. Not all of Madison and St. Clair but a lot of the rural area.

So | did alright. I me a n , I did well i
Bond County got me there, and then Madison did fairly well. But | beat Benny
Harbstrike in thaprimary and became a candidate.

These were the days when you talk abou
Daley as well. He was running a pretty tight machine at that time, although he

di ed, |l think, in 0676. Buwouldidette system
togethed they would call them slate makeand they would pick the

candidates. Is that how it worked in southern Republican politics?

No, no we didndét have that here. But w
party organization, primmai | y, was behind Dwight Frie
in there foré | dondét know, eight year
hedd been a senator, and then he came
the area for a pretty good long time, so he &é&at of loyalty in the

organi zati on. Hedéd really taken care o

they supported him. And when they thin
Republican. Whobdés it going to be, Fran
wanted Dwight Friedrich.

So, | went outside the organization and formed my own, of Jaycees

primarily, whood | met throughout my w
whet her | was Republican or Democrat.
heds ok aelpedime A lorg yime after even when | got in, that Jaycee
organizati on. | shoul dnét say Jaycee o

Jaycees that really helped me.

Just to provide a little background here, my understanding of the way the

cumuldive process worked is this: A single voter had three votes, going into

that voting booth, and that voter could vote for three separate individuals; you
could vote for two peopl e. Letds say vy
two Democratsonthera,nd each one of those guys t

One and a half votes.

éone and a half votes. Or you coul d, a
votes to the same guy.

Having laid all that dynamic out, then, how did it work between you
ard Friedrich? | assume that people were bullet voting for him and you.
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Not necessarily. |l was a team guy (Il au
my own organization, and | got a lot of people involved in politics that had

never been. In fact, see of those people went on to run for office themselves,

so | felt good about that. But anyway, having formed my own organization, |

did not promote the fact of bullet vot
County would probably bullet vote, but ldiddbt t hi nk t hat woul d
el sewhere and didnét expect to.

Well, the organization, being what they were, decided that Dwight is

the candi date we need to support. And
been there and took care of their needs, aratevier they wanted, he tried to
hel p. Il dm a newcomer. Whodéds he? Frank

Frank who? We used that in ads.

The first election, why | came in third. The guy who came in second
beat me out by about 300 votes, but the niedtien, in 1980, we learned

fromé We sent out fliers that showed h
district, and we just crushed everybod
first ran. I came in thirdern that rac

But, correct me i f 1 O0m wrong, previous
two Democrats and one Republican.

Oh well, then we had an interesting si
what youdbre referring to?

Yeah.

The Democrat candidate, who had been the top vote getter in the @imary

heéd gotten a | ot of support from al/l
Marion County) he decides to expose himself to two girls walking by his

home. H e & bouge;rthsougth @ scrieen door, he exposes himself, end of
campaign for him. But he, noé He stays

challenges the constitutionality of the law. Because he was in his own home,
he felt he had the right to do whatever he wardgdn though he exposed
himself to two girls going by.

He didndét deny that hedéd done that?
Probably, I dondét remember that.
What 6s his name?

I dondét know i f | wanteée Heds stil] al i
name Because he allegedly exposed hi mse
thatdos the way it ought to be said. A
challenged it all the way, as far as they could. Of course, he lost the election,

and | 6m t h ehathaetnalyfme and the guyowho came in second.

The ot her Democrat ended getting a | ot
didndot want this other fellow to be el
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Was that Michael Slape?

Mike Slape, urshum. He was from Bond Countile was from Pocahontas.

He benefited, obviously, fromé Itbs a
fell owbs name who was the fourth candi
had, Mike benefited, and | would say | did too, because there were probably

peope that voted for me that might have voted for Garrison.

Thatds how you got into the IIllinois H

Yes. The next thirty yearsé And |1 6édm th
period of tiomenakle do rcéatr epplramutt of i t.
expected, really.

You said already that this was something that you had in your mind, that you
wanted to do, all the way from high school, so why did you think this would
just be a short period?

|l guess maybe I 6m a guy who I ives for
tomorrow. | candédt really say that | ha
078. I wanted to be elected, | -guess,

government, makinit work.

| want to ask a couple more questions about that first campaign. What were the
issues that you ran on? What were the hot topics at that time?

Well, ERA [Equal Rights Amendment] was one. In fact, my philosophy was

conservative,but di dndét really know what ERA w
about it, but ERA was a huge issue. Well, all four candidates were against

ERA. |l went to my advisory committee,
ERA, 1 6d be elected. o (both | augh)

lcanremembe t hi s guy saying, AYoudd be

That s what youdre going to be. Just s
starts blowing one way, youbre going t
that what youbdre goingotimghda? Issertvhedtd
remember that. Of course, that point o

He was a Democrat that told me that, a fellow. Biungerbrinkis the
guyds name. He | ives here locally, sti
was a good character builder righere, because | thought, Do | want to get
elected, or do | want to do the right thing and stand on your beliefs and let the
chips fall where they might. And thato
conviction, because | was against it. If | was againstht, @hange, other than
| could get elected. That would have been the only reason. wrong. Anybody
running for office, thatés not the way
stand for, and thatdés what you are.

Any other issues that you can recall?
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We were a big agriculture [ag] district, so the ag vote was huge and Farm

Bureau supportwasbigThey di dndét get involved in
do now, which is a good thing, I think. | was big, trying to get the farmer vote.
Onethingwaed i d, we targeted voters from a s
for Watson, actual nurses. Wedd get th
district from the state, and wedd send
nurses.

[It was the same for] Educatdir Watson, Teachers for Watson,
Democrats for Watson. We sent out letters signed by Democrats, written by
Democrats [who] voted in the primary, some of them even office holders, and
we sent it to Democratic voters. Th

t

y 6
woul d be good. 0 That goes back to at

e
h
We did the same thing with Farmers for Watson, and we had Laborers
for Watson, Union Members for Watson, and all that. That paid off, | know it
did. Somebody wh partidipae i thé ¢lectiorecveeyyeam r i | y
that isndt on everybodydés mailing | is
friends of supporters of a candidate, who are in the same field that they are in.
We had Pharmacists for Watsame di dn 6t pleamacstsemthé ot o f
district (both laugh).

t

But they were for Watson, huh?

Barbers, we had barbers, beauticians. It was just amazing, the number of
licensed professions we have in lllinois. It used to be they made that list
available to anybdy.

It sounds | i ke youdbre choosing profess

Beauticians and barbers, oh yeah (both laugh). It was very effective, very, very
effective, and we got a |l ot of complim
have any opponent in the last couple of elections | ran.

We always tried to do at least a Democrats for Watson. That was a big,
big letter because people, even though they vote one way, you know, they vote
in the primary RepubIlnemssarilywtth@dwapomcr at ,
the gener al election. So, here again,
hol der, whodés a Democrat, that says th
differently about him. | did have a lot of broad support from Republicans and
Democrats from all over the district.

How did you fund your campaign?

The first year we spent $23,000, and we had fundraiser, right here at the
Greenville Country Club, raised abéut  d o n & t$7,00oo $8,000, |

11 lllinois Farm Bureaus a voluntary membership organization of citizens fromvalks of life. Membership
supports the work of thearm Bureaun the county and at the state and national levels.
(https://www.ilfb.org/)
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think it was. We tried to raise more m
thought it was going to be easy. B@3$000 to run for a rep race and win is

just unheard of today. You spend hundreds of thousands of dollars today. But
then, it was mostly | ocal money. | did
County.

Did your wife help you on the campaign trail?
Oh yeah, parades, yes, things like that.
Speeches?

Oh no, not necessarily. She wasnodét a b
very supportive all the years | was in there. We took the kids. Kids were
alwaysgoodtohaleecause they al ways (1l aughs) épe
dondt complain about the fact that | d
wasnot the case.

Were you comfortable in the role of a speaker by that time?

No, | was reading off index cardsin7 8, oh yeah. Il coul d d¢
| could do the picnics; | could do the parades, loved parades, loved them
(laughs). We had clickers. It got soé

everybody had a picnic; everybody had a county fair, whatever, andabtey h
parade. It got so that second time, third time around, people started clicking
these clickers when we came by, amazing. As a candidate, those are the things
that you love (both laugh). You love seeing the yard sign; you love seeing a
bumper sticker; gu love hearing the clickers (both laugh). But I did like

parades.

Were you the guy riding in the convertible?
Never ride, never ride, always walk.

Do you remember ever being in a parade with Jim Thompson?

Oh, yeah.
Bemuse he was the master at it wasnot
Oh, he was the best campaigner that th

this, [former lllinois Governor Rod] Blagojevich was pretty good.
Any stories that you can recall about Jim Thompson ocahgpaign trail?

I remember him on the parade at Greenyv
stand where you went by, in front of the grandstand. They had a tower there,
where the people talked on the microphone. He just trotted right up there.

Her epbasr aade going by, of which hebds a p:
gets up there, and grabs the microphone, starts talking to the people in the
grandstand. That was spontaneous. That
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| remember when we had the fundraisertfon. He had adayl donodt
remember what tohbeu td oegvéesr yrbaondey 6wsa sg oi ng i
fundraiser. Al of a sudden, AWhat are

can you take care of the dog?d6 (Il aughs
club here, wth his dog, wondering, Now what am | going to do? (both laugh)

But they got rid of him, and they dumped it off on me, and that was okay. That

was my job.

Was it right kind of dog t

0

Oh yeah, it was a good dog. It a smaller dog;itwasn a bi g dog, nec
canodt remember what type it
H

the best campaigner thatée e could giwv

Were you watching Thompson saying, #l
from this guy?o

Oh yeah. Well, anybody in politics watched him, because you learn from the
master, and he was a master.

That was a peculiar year because Thompson had been governor for two years.

He had been first elected.i Mhat®d,s ored a
of the new state constitution is adjusting the time frame for the gubernatorial
election, so ités not held in a presid

That was a bad idea, by the way.
To change that?

For Republicans, becauBepublicans come out and vote for a presidential
candidate; they vote big time. The benefactor of that are people down on the
ballot, because we had straight party voting at that time. Then, when they
switched that and made everybody run in the off yeapuRlicans, | think,

took a hit for that.

Um-hum. Well it was a good year for Thompson. He beat Michael Bakalis, 59
percent against Bakalisd 40 percent. W
in that year?

Oh, | 6m s ur e ety mech so. Smeei veas a cpaedaator for him,
he helped me. He came down for a fundraiser for me, actually, the one we had
here at the country club. That was a b

So, people who show up for the governor mighthave been there to show
up for Frank Watson?

Wel | | | 6m sure (both | augh). | 6m sur e
Yeah, he was very supportive of me when | first ran.

Do you remember election night?
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ldo. Andr e member, thereds a guy who all ege
wal king by his home, and we figured we
say 1980 was a bigger election night t
time, and all the peoplearadn you, and everybodyds so
forget that. We got great pictures of

people had the Watson for Representatisiitts on and helped us a great deal
during the campaign, got more out of that, mayhant did.

| think 1980 might be a great way to start our next session.
Okay, all right.

But | do want to talk about your early
memories of being in the lllinois House of

Representatives for t SSsi on
your first memory?
The first memory is that George Ryan is
Speaker , whi cwasamstake sn
some voting. We thought he got elected 2\
Speaker; he thought he was Speaker. But there "
was some election problems in Macoupin
County and in a district just north of us.
The Democratic coug The
vote had been doubled for thegriblican in
one county, by mistak at 0s
was. Anyway, the Democrat was thought to .
have |l ost. Well, it turned out he didn
were in the minority by one vote, eightyne, Frank Watson with his family during his
: : : H ing i th
eighty-eight. We thought we were in the e e ety o e
majority, eightynine, eighty-eight, but we Chad, wife Susan, daughter Kami, and
were definitely in the minority. | remember that NS mother Pauline.
vividly.
So, Ryan is your | eader; he just doesn
Right, heds the minority | eader.
Was that also the year that you gotréhend there was quite a dust up about
the legislative pay increase?
Oh yes. That was aé
Tell us about that.
We were all there waiting for the swearing in ceremony. | think it was
supposed to start around noon. The old sessionluguali s i n t he mor n
before the new group comes in and gets

as itodés called, is in the morning.
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Now itds called the Veto Session.

No, theyore still Lame Duck Samesi ons.
Duck, but é

Go ahead.

Oftenti mes therebés still a couple of
Session is traditionally in November

brouhaha about a pay raise. The pay at that time had been $20,000 a year.
ary was
were going get. Well, they wanted to vote themselves an $8,000 a year pay
raise, to go to $28,000 a year. Well, that was very contentious and went on for

Everybody recognized thatsht was what t he sal

hours. So we were waitingé

In fact, some people emavent home a long time before the swearing

in ever got accomplished. | remember that. People that voted for that, a lot of

them never did come back the next election, got beat, because an $8,000 pay
raise in one year , t hay Thepublinthokiaoutd
on them, as well as Pat Quinn, the CUB [Citizens Utility Board]? No, what

was it?

The Cut Back Amendment.

The Cut Back Amendment . Wh at was

of

hi s

Utility Board], but it was that kindf group. He was involved then. After that
election and after the fact that the legislature decided to increase their pay by

$8,000, he did the Cut Back Amendment that reduced the number of
legislators, not senat@st h e r e-@irse sdnatdistbyt we wenfrom 177

legislators to 118. He reduced that many legislators by his constitutional
amendment. Single member districts then came into being, and we no longer

have cumulating voting.

So that election would have occurred in 19807

Nineteen eipty.

Hereds what | have heard. See i
No, that happened in 682, after
Eighty was the time it got on the ballot, though.

Right, and then the elteockaeffecon of
Right.

Thatds right.

See if this matches your memory
| 6ve repeated it enough that |

matches your memory of things. In 1978y) Thompson ran against a
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legislative pay increase, because apparently that was out there; that it was
being discussed among the legislators. And he wins the election, having run
against the legislative pay increase.

The Legislature comes into sessiand Jim Thompson is out of town.
Hedés in Florida or someplace | ike that
pay increase, which you remember very distinctly. Jim Thompson immediately
vetoes it, and according to the legend, he vetoed it with hiseutbple

vetoes it so quickly that the | egislat
the thing that everybody says, AThis w
beginning. Everybodyds colluding on th
in and stad this initiative to do the Cut Back Amendment.

That could be fact. |l dondt remember t
the autopen. All of that happened. Autopen was nothing unusual.

But you dondét recall sPhat specific seq
No, | donodt . But that would have expl a
of time to get it done, because they had to override the veto then. If he vetoed

it, they had to get enough votes to override it, and that probably was very
problematic.

This is your first exposure to the lllinois House of Representatives.

Oh, yeah, yeah. Well, a | ot of peopl e
t hought | was involved in that. Peopl e
j ust slee,t MeWellegi sl ature gave themsel ve
had just gotten sworn in. fASo were yo
that | Kkept getting asked. @AN ou

o, of ¢
sometimes the publicjustdoen 6t under stand that par
have an old session and [then] a new session is in the afternoon.
| suspect that they werendét asking jus

Well, there was wuproar ovVerandicdrtainlyl t was
not in the publicbés mind, because they
and they get a pay raise with that amo

Were you still considered, at that time, pame legislators®

Very much so. Although | had a fellowho came in and worked in the store, |
worked with him a couple of days a week. And then | had my office up above

12 An autoperor signing machine is a device used for the automatic signing of a signature or autograph.
(https://lenwikipedia.org/wiki/Autopen)

13 Today ten American states have a-firtie state legislaturé full -time state legislature is defined as a
legislature that meets throughout the year. All other legislators are considergthpdrécause they only
meet fora portion of the year. (https://ballotpedia.org/States_with_atifaé legislature)
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the drugstore, so | could be in the office pretty quick. | was down in the store
as much as | could.

| believed in the citizen legislatorstill do today. | think people need
to provide for themselves, to have a job outside of government, learn to know
how to make a payroll, or understand paying social security or what
unemployment is all about. Not this, what we have today, thigifouéd
|l egi sl ators that thatoés all they do, a
real world is out there, that people are having to provide for themselves.

When you said you had an office above the drugstore, the pharmacy, was that
your politicd office?

That was my legislative office and political office for that matter. We had two
apartments up there. The front apartment was the political, and the back was
the legislative.

Do you recall, in that first session, any significanidigion that went through
the legislature?

Well the ERA was alwaysébut it didnoét
issue.
What was your i mpression of the ERA ba

for six or seven years by then.

I6m so glad that | didndét decide | was
thing to do, especially the way they handled it, up in Springfield; it was
terrible.

As far as the issues, | was truly a minion up there. You go up there
now, evenwith 118 mmmber s, and people dondt know
what it would have been with 177. We had thity freshmen legislators that
year. Barbara Flynn Curry came in; John Cullerton came in; Gary Hannig
came in. These are all people that are still sernadgyt or in some capacity.
[Long-time House Speaker, Michael] Madigan was already there. Most of
those peopleé All the people are gone,

The Democrats controlled the Senate at that time. No, Madigan
controll edé The Sen afirsegotwlacted. Roelipve bol i ¢ a n

Nineteenseventp i ne, wedre talking 1979 here?
Yes.

Bill Redmond would have been the Speaker of the House, George Ryan,
minority leader, Phil Rock was the Senate president.

Okay. So the Senate was controlled by Democrats. | never went over to the
Senate; | was intimidated by it (DePue laughs). Of course, Jim Donnewald was
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our senator from her e, and he was a De
very often.

What wasyour impression of George Ryan? Had you known him before this?

Yeah, he came down here and helped me campaign. He was, of course, a
phar maci st, owned a drugstore in Kanka
gruff guy, but he was like a teddy beenere that was concerned. He was hard
to communicate with. You just didndét s
didndét; some people did obviously, but
expect to be. I didndét really associ at

But on te floor, of course, your vote was expected. Every now and
then, hedéd come around and tap you on
this or vote for that or vote against
compromise my principles to a gtetegree.

Were his lieutenants the kind of people who would put quite a bit of pressure
on you to vote the right way?

No, | would say the people in his leadership, they were all good -sfand
people at that time, as | think back on tizenes of the people that | can

remember . But he did surround hi mself
rat her hedd not . I think thatoés ulti ma
Probably, a couple of sessinalttlsbitdown ¢t h
more detail.
All right.

How about Bill Redmond, the speaker at the time, the Democratic leader of the
House?

We said that he was there only in name
A lot of silly things went a in Springfield when you have eighityne

predominately men up there, boys in some cases (both laugh). When you have
eighty-nine Republicans yelling, oreighyi ght of wus, we al way
the real Speaker out. o0 Theats waasc,k afn oo
office somewhere, where Redmond is up there running the business of the

House.

Even that early in Madiganbs career?

| believe that he [Redmond] was only there at the blessing of Mike Madigan.
Mike Madigan was an incredibl¢agistician of politics. He knew it; he knew
how to play it. Thatds been his whol e

Class X crimes, was that a piece of legislation that went through in that time
period?
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Yeah. That was AToughl hooomp&Groinme .toh aQfé sc o
all about, governor at that time. There was not much debate on that, not much.

|l f you voted against Class X, | think
especially. Now in Chicago there probably was a lot people that voted against

it, but their constituency is differen

What were the aspects of Class X, as you recall?
Just getting toughteé

Mandatory sentences, mandatory minimums?
Mandatory sentences on home invasion, things like that
Felonies, then?

Felonies.

When voted you for it, did you realize this probably is going to mean some
prison construction in the state?

No, no.
Really?

Had no idea. We were just getting toughoncrimb.at di dndt concer
ourselves with the problems that were going to come, with building new
prisons and staffing them, paying for them.

You mentioned already that ERA was a hot button topic and that it occurred
every single year. You said you werepoped to it, why? What was it about
ERA that you objected to?

The interpretation. Anybody and everybody can read and interprét ithat

dondt know how drbatnay intergret it dsfferently. Levok at

our Supreme Court, five to four votes things, where interpretation is

di fferent from one individual to anoth

We already had equal payé Womenods r
movement, were making strides, big strides, maybe not as fast as they would
have liked, some. But thewas a lot of women who were against this. It
wasnot a sl am dunk for women to be sup

Where was your wife on the issue?
She was against it.
Did you not think that women should get equal treatment under the law?

No. That was not the case at all. | think they should have equal rights under the

law. It just seemed like that could be so broadly interpreted, that we would get
ourselves in problematicé This is the
not é loyabhstt itth wasndét necessary to do
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DePue: Did you have a chance to meet Phyllis Schlafly?

Watson: Oh, very much, yes, often (both laugh).

DePue: You say that in a way that suggests there were memorable occasions.

Watson: Oh, she was an amazing lady. pdoe di dnot | i ke her beca
successful; she was articulate; she handled herself in a manner that sometimes
women were intimidated by, didnodot |I|i ke

what she did and the way she handled that issue, singlediyrated probably
had as much to do with defeating it as anybody.

DePue: | understand, from her perspective, that she would be arguing that, 1) It would
open the door to women serving in the military, women being drafted. Was
that something that connectetith you?

Watson: | heard that, but | wasnodét really conc
me. | do remember thahat was one of the reasons to vi@e.0 Abortion and
all the womends rightsd people, that w
Rght s Amendment, were primarily suppor
for me.

DePue: Soyouareprd i f e, not é

Watson: Proflife.

DePue: The social issues did become more important, once you got to the point where
youdre running for office (both | augh)

Watson: Yeah, exactly. | guess so.

DePue: Do you remember any of the tactics that either the National Organization of

Women or the Pr&ERA forces and the Stop ERA forces were using at the
time, that stick with you#®

Watson: | think the PreERA people didthemselves an amazing disservice, and their
i ssue a disservice, when they did a hu
the floor of the rotunda at the capitol. They just did all these silly things that
meant nothing and really kind drove the oppositirmer.

DePue: The things that you just mentioned occurred in 1982, the last year that ERA
would come up. Were there massive rallies and things at tRERAdorces?

14 Phyllis Stewart Schlafly was an American attorney, conservative activist and author. She held traditional
conservative social and political views, opposed feminismyigays and abortion, and successfully
campaigned against ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phyllis_Schlafly)

15 The National Organization for Women (NOW) is the grassroots arm of the i\omewementits purpose
is to promote feminist ideals, lead societal change, eliminate discrimination, and achieve and protect the
equal rights of all women and girls. (https://now.org/about/)

52



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Oh yes. Youdd see t he-ERA gnilithergdrweren; t he
theStopERA. Yeah, youb6d see a | ot of that
rotunda. One group would be chanting o
pl easant time for wus in the | egislatur
real controversial isg like that, that brings out sometimes the worst in people.

Is it effective; did it sway legislators one or another?

|l dondt think so. | dondt know that an
believe everybodydenit ndEnwwsi madepyhpdy
know | was asked to. The governor asked me to. Thompson, he called me in,

asked me to support it. Il coul dndét do
affirmatively stand on an issue, one Ww
start moving around, switching back an

never my way of operating in the state government.

The PreERA force® at least my understandingdigelt that Thompson
wasnodét nearly strong emntawasgrerelon t he i ss
lukewarm, merely for political reasons. Is that your impression?

No. | thought he was for it. Everybody knew he was for it. Like | said, he
called me in, and | know he called oth
picnic to go in and tell your governor

He called you in individually; he had individumeetings with them?
Yes, yes.
Did Mrs. Schlafly and her people come visit the office as well?

Of cour s e, -bylAkod,sndther@was abegy&top ERA
organization in my district. Highland was a big time area of it. Y#éwy, were
very visible, both in Springfield and in my district.

They had tactics of their own that they used, as far as | understand, things like
bringing baked goodsé

Oh, yeah.
€ and dressing up in nice dressesé
Kind oftheh o me maker kind of thing. I donodt

either. Anyway, we enjoyed their food (both laugh).
Any other comments about the ERA fight?

No, not really. As | think back on it, I think we pretty well covered what | can
recal.

Were you glad that it was finally over after 19827
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Oh, yes. Well, you know, they tried to
still today, of bringing it back. When does this go away? There ought to be a
time limit on everything. Yo j ust <canodét hold those oth

passed it. Maybe they want to rescind
can pass it. So ités not an issue that
From what | understand, ht eaneds bablawaye

first phase was the issue of whether or not it had achieved a 60 percent vote,
which is what the lllinois State Constitution says.

Right.

And then the second phase would be on the ERA vote itself. How did you vote
on thefirst issue?

| voted with the Stop ERA people on both issues. That was one where
everybody thought, I f | going to swing
the one which takes less votes to pass the constitutional amendment. Vote for

us on thaand then vote no. No, once again.

Why be opposed to changing the ruling about the 60 percent? Is that because
that s what the Constitution says?

That s what it is. Yeah, i f wedre goin
constitution?

Webve been at this for over two hours.
talked more than you even thought you were going to do.

Yes, | have to say it was. | did.

But itds been a I ot of fun, awiuy | 6ve I
lot more lllinois history to cover in the future.
Alright.

So, thank you very much Senator Watson.

My pleasure Mark. Thank you.

(end of transcript #1)
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A Note to the Reader

This transcript is based on an interview recorded by the ALPL Oral History Program.
Readers are reminded that the interview of record is the original video or audmdilare
encouraged to listen to portions of the original recording to get a better sense of the

intervieweeds personality and state- of mind.

verbatim format, then edited for clarity and readability, and revidwetie interviewee. For

many interviews, the ALPL Oral History Program retains substantial files with further

information about the interviewee and the interview itself. Please contact us for information

about accessing these materials.

DePue: Today isTuesday, August 14, 2012. My name is Mark DePue, Director of Oral
Hi story with the Abraham Lincoln Presi
today, and I O6m sitting across the tabl
morning, Sir.

Watson: Mark, good morningnpice to be here.

DePue: ltds nice to have you here; that means
it was a pleasant drive last time. | really appreciate your making the trip up
her e. | know youbve got thinggetto do e
this done fairly quickly today. But we

conversations and memories about Illinois history. | hope to get done with

most of the 1980s today. Thatodés kind o

cusp of 1980.

Since you finished last time by talking about your first couple years in
the lllinois House, | wanted to ask you what it was like in that first year, from
the standpoint of your lifestyle and driving back and forth and living in

Springfield?

Watson: It wasa change, being a pharmacist and working in a retail drugstore for my
career to that point. I drove back
stay up here. That was a grind, and

DePue: Why did you do it tat first year?

Watson: |l just thought it was i mportant. It

far. But | realized quickly that a lot of things that go on in Springfield are later,
not necessarily later, but like receptions and things like tihat you need to
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DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

see constituents. Thatodos a big part of
meetings and what goes on here with the organizations that are available to us.
They make receptions and parties and t
gotpeople from my district there. | realized that quickly, after my first year.

| then ended up buying a place up here, actually. That was one of the
smarter things | ever did, because it turned out to be a pretty good investment.
Anyway, | just stayed upere, after that first year.

You mentioned a lot of things happened outside the actual Capitol Building.
Were there gathering places for the Republicans and gathering places for the
Democrats?

There is now, but back then there wasaplacet was cal |l ed Sorr
believe it is, and Play It Again Samoés
from the Stratton Office Building, just north. In the basement area there,

thereds a bar, a restaur antfterseasioml every

for at least the late afternoon.
Everybody, as in both Republicans and Democrats?

Yeah, it was a good way to get to know the people on the other side, and we

di d. It changed, though. Aft deset hat pl
call ed Republican bar, and Norb Andyébs
the way it was for the la8to h , |  ddtendfifteerk yeayswOf course,

Norb Andyds cl osed. Dave Brownés stild]l

Were you the kind gberson who enjoyed that intermixing and sharing a few
drinks and things?

Oh, yeah. Well, you got to get to know people, and it was a great opportunity
to do that.

How much of the real decision making was going on in those places, versus the
halls of the legislature?

You could get a lot done. You could get an awful lot done over a cocktail or a
beer or even a dinner. That was an important part of the process.

How about the business back home? Who was running that for you winen yo
were in session?

A guy by the name of Algren Anderson, originally from Denmark, or his

family was. His family moved to Belleville eventually, Belleville, lllinois.

When | decided to run for office, | needed to have somebody in that store, and
hewas available and made himself available. It was a very good decision for

me in two ways. |l 6m getting into polit
drugstore. He did a wonderful job for me.

What was your wifebs feelmaegimeimow t hat
Springfield, even though youdre making
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Watson: Well, we had a young family. We had two kids, and they were six, seven years
old. That was tough on her. She had to keep things going at home, while | was
away.

DePue: Was she working as well?

Watson: She was going to school &dcecoeseth&@8he got

was a little bit lated in early childhood. She ran a clothing store. We had a
clothing store, a chil dthekds SVewusédot hi ng
those kids in our ads, both of our children. She ran that, and of course, helped

out in the drugstore. She was busy with a lot, while | was doing what | was

doing.
DePue: That first session, you were coming down to Springfield, at thadirst year,
youbre driving back and forth. What wa

that you were in Springfield, versus the times you were back in Greenville?

Watson: Oh, it was much more time in Springfield back then. Adjournment day was
actually June 30. In fact, | was a big part of changing that, from June 30 to
May 31. | actually wanted to go to April 30, but we kind of compromised with
May 31. But it was June 30. It seemed like we were here an awful lot of time,
and we were in late at nigh

The rules were different when you debated amendments. You discussed
second reading a lot more than they do today. So the timing here was
extensive, too much.

DePue: So, from the beginning of January, all the way to the end of June?

Watson: Yeah, butnot full-t i me . I't started out | ike youbc
something, just to file legislation. Then you had deadlines in which to get bills
filed and get them into the committee and through the process, but it did take a
little bit of time, initialy, just a few days a week. Then, as the calendar
progressed, web6ébd go in more and mor e.

DePue: It sounds | i ke, in early months of the
would be in Springfield?

Watson: Very much, yes, and tumeidagwa sonth;tkidst oo b a
are out of school. We were up here five days, sometimes even over the
weekend. The last two weeks of session were brutal. We were just on the floor
constantly, especially in the House. One hundred sexeelgtyy e n me mber s é
Remembe, thatos different than it is now
something, discussing something, in caucus. It just took us away from our
families a lot more than it should have.

DePue: After you got done with the session, were there any other demands
expectations, requiring you to come back? | know the Veto Session; that
occurred in November of each year. Was there anything else?
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No, not necessarily. We had special sessions and, of course, we would go
overtime sometimes, the old stop the kldbat image of you stop a clock at

ten until twelve, or whatever, at midnight, and do legislation, do things under
the time frame of before July 1. That was when everything had to get done. So
there was some people who said that maybe we might havegsine

midnight, June 30, into July 1, before we said we were finished (laughs).

Woul dndét it be to the advantage of tho
these deadlines, because there was a different threshold for what it took to pass
legislation?

That s corr ddtf.t hist vtodelk tthor @egeass | egi sl
when the minority would gain power. Th
anything that went on. But during those early years, with Thompson being
governor é Repwblliycarhe were consul ted a
like a one party rule, as it is today.

So it wasndét a problem from either sid
Well, we alwaysé Being in the minority
in the minorityint he Senate for ten year s, |l 6d s

midnight, June 30 or May 31, because that did get us into the decision making
process. We had to be consulted, and they had to deal with us. So we had
input.

Not to say t hat efare budii wldslidited. foday,e i np u
at least... For a period of time there, when Blagojevich was governor, we had
very little input.

And very much frustration?
Very much frustration (both laugh).

Letds get into tldcionthadyRa. Is¢hkreanythingin, your
particular that you remember about that election year?

In 1980, there was four of us running again, for the House of Representatives,

and three get elected. That was the last year of that. Harold Byersadiho h

been a representative but ran for the senate in the Democrat Party and got beat,
decided to run again for the House. I n
incumbents running for three seats. He, not really being an incumbent, but had
served, and themé three of us that had been in before: Dwight Friedrich,

myself, Mike Slape and then Harold Byers, being the two Democrats, Slape

and Byers. Frederick and | were the Republicans.

It was a different kind of election. The first election wageling

experience, a |l earning experience. I 6d
we did extremely well in the election in 1980.

You said, when we talked last time, that this was a Democratic district and

only because of sdecisontodxposehiensel, dichydu edda t e 6

58



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

up in the legislature. So, is there a tendency to want to go back to a two
Democrats and one Republican district?

Oh, yes. It was a thought that we were only going to elect one Republican
again, becauselitad been such a tradition that that district elected two
Democrats and one Republican.

Doesnodot that make the most i mportant r
Republican, which | assume at that time was Dwight Friedrich?

That 6satbghexathly what it was. I n 197
the democratic candidate shucking the constitutionality of what he can do in

his own home, we didndét work together,
election it was a lot different, becausarbld Byers [was] pr&cRA. So we

figured he would do well by getting a bullet vote from the ERA supporters.

He would be on the Republican side?

Harold Byers was a Democrat, along with Mike Slape. Then Dwight Friedrich
and | were the Repulskans.

What was the strategy you had, going in?
Well, blow everybody out of the water (laughs).
Bullet voting?

Bullet voting. | was from a small county, Bond County; Mike Slape was from

the same county. So our base, so to speakld be divided. You had to really

go out and get support from the other counties. Well, the bullet voting,

accumulated voting, which was a very unique pradghink only in

Il 1linoisé | | earned from the feilrst el e
encouraged people to support me with just one vote, and that meant | would

get é

The process was, there was four of us running, and you had three votes
to give, the voter did. Theyo6d go in a
one vote. If yownly voted for two, each one got a vote and a half. If you voted
for just one, which we called bullet voting, that individual candidate got three
votes. So itbés significant, hence the
that, big time, in the digtt, and it went well.

Did Friedrich get reelected as well?

Yes. Byers was the odd man out.

He was the one who didnét get el ected.
Right. The three incumbents all got elected; Byers did not.

See, if you thought thatéhRepublicans controlled two seats, | would think
perhaps the strategy might be that you and Friedrich would get together and
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say, fALetds encourage both of our grou
Republicans. 0 But it sounds | ike that
It did not, in the 0678 election, on Dwi
understood, and he had the organizatio
|l ong. | dondt disregard that, and | do

support. | had tog@out and form our own organization, so | did. Through the
Jaycees and my community service actiyv
my own organization.

Then the second time around, it was the same deal. Dwight had most of
the party organization spprt. But | had worked into that because, after two
years, a lot of people felt comfortable with me and felt | was worthy of
support. We sent out mailers and sample ballots, with a big arrow on them,
pointing right down t o FRraawrkk ,0 awed wieV cet
successful then.

It strikes me that, with that whole cumulative voting process, it required a lot
more strategy in running these races.
in the regular elections we have today.

Onething that it did, it would bring in some different kind of legislators from

all over the state. The fact that you had minority representation, whether it was

a Republican or a Democrat, you had at least one individual from each party,
except for the partin Chicago, that | talked about, where the Independent was
represented in the general assembly. That was some different kind of people at

t hat ti me; |l 6d say very diverse, and i
healthy situation to have that kinérepresentation.

Do you remember what the issues were at that time for that race? You
mentioned | ast time that ERA was certa
Harold Byers came out for ERA, and maybe that hurt him a little bit in the

district

It might have, but when heds the only
and he gets the bullet vote, the cumulative vote for those people voting that
would support ERA, that can have a big

So you don GtwaslomtoevERAIissSUe. h
No, he was for it.

He was for it.

He already voted for it.

How about Slape?

He was against it. Friedrich was against it, and | was against it. All three of us
were against it, except fétarold Byers.
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DePue: Any other issues that you think might have been in play that year? It was tough
economic times.

Watson: | know Harold was considered to be much more liberal than the rest of us. In
that district, even the Democrats were conservativedoeats. Downstate
Democrats generally are.

DePue: Thatdos the year that, of course, that
election in a landslide. Would you say that, even at that level, he had some
coattails?

Watson: Very much so. RonalaboRdeadgdané ;| tthan s a
Ronal d Reagan came to Greenville. | <co

for me. He came when he was doing his bus tour. He stopped in Greenville,

and it was primarily for me. The Reagan people made that hagpethat

was huge. | 6d forgot about all that. T
a big crowd for Greenville. He was late, but it was quite an event.

DePue: What time frame was that? What time in the election cycle?

Watson: | 6d say pr lmbWdhaw aplague @ cGteenville, in the square; it
tells exactly the date, but I dm not su

DePue: |l hope you dondét take this wrong, but
bother with an lllinois House of Representative member?

Watson: Well, it was not all about me necessarily, him doing that for me. It was about
his campaign, but the organizers from lllinois were sympathetic with me. | had
some good support from people in theé

when he ran against Geddford, | supported Reagan. So, those people helped
me a lot, and they kind of saw where things could happen here, in this district,
that might eliminate me, so why not? He was on the way anyway, coming

through.
Jim Brady, who was his press secretafy\caurs® who later was
shob Reagands press secretary, was from
where Dwight Friedrich was froff.But | had some sympathetic ears with
those people, and they decided to make

|l i keé He stopped and spoke on the squa

DePue: That also suggests that you had some people at the state level in the
Republican Party wilhnwere supporting you, who were backing you, as well?

Watson: | would say more the Reagan people, not necessarily the state party, because
they had to support us bot h, and they
support. | got the support from theand Dwight Friedrich did too.

16 In 1981,JamedBrady, an assistant to the U.S. president the seventeenth White House press
secretarypecame permanently disabled from a gunshot wound during the attempted assassination of Ronald
Reagan. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Brady)

61



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

Which one of the two Republicans pulled the most in the 1980 election, you or
Friedrich?

The top pull here? | was. Thatoés why |
l aughs). I n 0678, Ithetast three weekehefbrethne, 1t wa
election. All this came out about bullet voting and how the emphasis was going

to be on Friedrich. | 6d worked hard to

organization so that they would be supporting us both. But sormiiesthat |
really was counting on went the other way, at least the organization [did]. After
t wo yearsé Well, no; that was the firs

But | did campaign hard. | was at every picnic, every parade. Every
little town in my district has a Catholic gith, and they all have a picnic of
some kind, or theyol]l have the homecom
deal back then, and | was patrticipating in all that. And | got a lot of support
because of it.

Did you bring your wife and family to lat of those events as well?
| did.
Did they like it?

The kids was almost too small. | think if they had been a little older, why, it
would have been better. They liked some of it, but it got to be too much.

Yeah, i dastagngatddme &and litting the swimming pool or riding
your bike around town or hanging out with your friends (Watson laughs).

Right.

This is also the year that the Cutback Amendment is on the ballot. Was that an
issue in the campaign?

It was. It was an issue, | guess statewide, more than it was in the district. |
supported it. | was the only guy in th
less government guy, and | thought, Cut back the size of the general assembly
would savemoney. | was wrong. That was an issue that maybe, if | had to
reevaluate it again, | would think differently about it. But back then | supported
it.

| can remember that Pat Quinn was very much involved in it, and a guy
by the name of Larry Stuffle, fromver in Danville, was involved. | helped
with it as much as | could. But | was more interested in my election than | was
about that.

And you say, now that ités gone the ot
Why have they changed on the CutbaAckendment?

| would say that happened almost immediate. When you saw the size of the
general assembly cut down and who they lost, there was some really quality
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people there that were eliminated because they were a minority party. In a
districtofwh ch el ected three, now there was
minority representation.

| believe the gener al assembly beca
much. There was more coalitions back then. With the three member district,
there were moreoalitions that might even cross aisles, than necessarily what

there is today. ltds much more partisa
then.
The | ast two years youbre in the House

you remember anythingggiificant that occurred? Eightyo would have been

the last year that ERA would have been debated in the lllinois Legislature. And

as | recall, the fight in 682 was espe
on the Senate than the House that year.

|l dondt remember. |l just remember the
and never went away. There was always some way of trying to reduce the

number of votes that was necessary to pass it. There was some way they were
trying to end run the wholer ocess. But, in the end, i
remember the time frame of that.

These two years would have been also very difficult years, economically, for
the United States. Was there any legislation moving through the House or the
Senate athat time that addressed that issue?

Well, we had Build Illinois.
| think that happened later.
That happened later. Was that when | was in the Senate?

Yep. Let me ask you about this question. Redistricting would have hapipened
the 1980s. Probably 681 is when it rea
redistricting change things for you? N

It changed it a great deal. We lost the draw in th@ag process. In the

redistricting, theyestablished a commission of eight members, and if the eight
members canodot get it worked out, then
of a hat, or some way they determined the ninth member. The ninth member

was a Democraét | think Sam Shapiro actuallyrhat broke the tie, and the

Democrats drew the map for the next ten years. That was everything.

Of course, in 1982, they drew a line right through Bond County. They
protected Mike Slape, who lived in Pocahontas, in Burgess Township. The
map was drawrotprotect him, and they drew a line through Bond County. |
l'ived now in Vince Demuziobs senate di
entirely, my homé! So, if | was going to stay in politics, | either had to run for

17 A champion of Downstate Illinois, Senator Vincent Demuwz#s elected to the Illinois Senate in 1974,
served as chairman of the state Democratic Party from 1986 to 1990 and was serving as Majority Leader of
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DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

representative in a whole nelhstrict or run for the Senate, against Vince
Demuzio, or run for the Senate, against Jim Donnewald, who was one of the
chairmen of the renap committee.

| was not happy with Jim Donnewald at that time, because | felt like it
was very personal, aimedrae. So | decided to run for the Senate against him.
Well, to my benefit, he didndot run for
treasurer. | really do believe | would have beat him, because | had a lot of
support going in, anfd,ithegwéral buabbat
used that; we shamelessly used that (laughs).

Going for the pity vote, huh?

That ds right. It was AFrank who?06 for
theydre out to get hi frcoumsg, ghendwah. |i®at we u
a guy from Trenton, lllinois, by the name of Herb Schlemmer, who was

involved in the Jaycees with me, back when | was real active in the Jaycees.

Then | moved into the district, moved into Dudleyville, lllinois, which
is inthe south part of Bond County. We built a house and moved there. My
wife did all the design and everything on the house, did a wonderful job, a
beautiful home. So, | stayed in for another ten years.

|l really didndét t hi nkltétsfonthirs- goi ng t
some years, for sure. | thought | would be in for eight or ten years and then go
back in the drugstore. But | did enjoy
public service. When you can help somebody, and they come to you and thank
you, a lot of selfsatisfaction. | really enjoyed public service.

| want to make sure | heard you right;
You said Donnewald had a lot to do with drawing the lines in your district
area?

Um-hmm. He was th state senator who was on the commission, thexfge
Commission, for the Democrats. He was appointed by Rock, Phil Rock, the
President of the Senate. So he had a lot to do with it, yes. And it was all to try
to protect Mike Slape. Had Mike Slape not baethe legislature at the time,
they probably would have eliminated Bond County out of it altogether, and |
would have been back in the drugstore. It was that simple.

Then | drew a tweyear term in my first senate. My intention would
have been, had ldwnafoury ear t er mé Now, thatdos goi
to listeners out there when we talk about this. But in the lllinois Senate, you
have two fowyear terms andonetwoe ar t er m, bet ween t he
a total of ten years; two foyrear terms ad one tweyear term. They have a

the lllinois Senate at the time of his death in 2004. (https://siusystem.edu/dénemship
program/irdex.shtml)
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drawing as to when that twgear term will take place, either the first or in the
middle or the end of your ten years.

ATheyo being at the Illinois Legislatu
That takes place in the legislature.

At the beginning of the mé session
after the election?

l'td6s after
know that i
beginning of the session.

| drew a tweyear term at the
front end of my teryear cycle. Had |
drawn a fowyear term, | probably
would have stged right there on EIm

. . Gov. Thompson visited rural Bond County in Watson's
Street in Greenville and served my four district during a drought. Pictured are John Block, Gov.

Jim Thompson, Larry Werriess (Director of Ag), Hod
years and been gone. But | gOt mad. | McCosland, Vince Demuzio and Frank Watson.

thought, Theydére n_. __. .., .- _-_ ..1Ss
me . | 6m not going to | et them do this.
moved, and then, of course, | stagre another twentgix years.

But your wifebs a Greenville girl as w
We stayed in the Greenville School Di s
Bond County was only about five miles out of town. My front yard was in

Vince Demuziobs senate district. My ho
district (DePue laughs). That is how close we were to the line.

Thatdos the old story about, AYeah, the
bed. 0o

Oh, yemrhyt alt,6sbut thatodos the way it is
we decided, | should say. We just deci
|l 6m al ways struck by how Ilittle the pu
redistricting, but to political junkiesGts ever yt hi ng.

|l tds everything. Right now, webre goin
coming up in 2012 is the first election of the nextyear cycle, and that will
determine who controls the | egislature
Youran i n 682. You knew you were going t
next election would be 6887

Yes.

And the next election after that would be 1992.

Ninety-two.
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And then it starts all owameeroutafthahat?. You
Yes.

We 6| | get to what happens in 1991¢
AlJordard | 61 1 nevwé&l forgamnodoist name was dr aw

our secretary of state (both laugh), and that was the ninth member. In that ten
year decade, theepublicans drew the map.

We 6| | get back to that one, because th
personally, as well, in that time frame. We have already talked about your run

for Senate. The gubernatorial election in 1982, is that wortresdiscussion as
wel | ?2 Adl ai Stevenson | I 1, running for

Was t hat LaRoucheds?

No, that would have been 0686.

Oh, okay.

The 682 election was extremely tight,
frommyunderstadi ng, that Jim Thompson wasnot
race.

Well, Adlai Stevenson would be considered a downstate Democrat, and
usually downstate Democrats in Illinois do well. They carry Chicago big time,
with a massive plurality, and théimey do kind obreakeverdownstate, lose

the suburbs. Thatdés the way it used to
downstate Democrat, so | would say that he probably did well. In fact, about
200, 000 votesé No, it was closer than

It went to the court.

Was that the recount election?
It went to the courts.

Yes.

It was 1/7 of 1 percent [.14 percent] vote, that the victory went to Thompson.
And it took a long time to figure that out.

How would you describe Stevenson as a campaigner?

I didnét really see much of him. | don
|l 6ve al ways thought of him as a very b
was in the U.S. Senate. He was the treasurer, | thfrilkinois. Then he was

in our U.S. Senate for a while, for six or twelve years or whatever.

| think about eleven or twelve years, yeah.

66



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

And | just thought of him as kind of.
T h a su@rssing how well he would do in that election against Thompson,

because, as | 6ve said, Thompson, to me
After all those terms hebs had, I dono

other than the economy maybe?

How would you describe Il linois in the
solidly blue staté®

|l 6m not so sure about that, that 1i1tos
course, was from lllinois, and he beat [incumbent President] JimnigrQar

that election. That was huge. Talk about boring, that would be Jimmy Carter, a

lot of malaise. That really had an impact on the ballot. As | think back now

maybe then | wasndt as much of a histo
happening how in the worll Thompson just barely beat Adlai Stevenson,
having Reagané No, this was 0682.

Eighty-two.

|l 6m sorry; |l Om sorry.

These are the first two years of the Reagan Administration, where the economy
was really bearing down. It was very tougioeomically.

Okay, that was a result of the Carter
about that now? fABl ame everything on |
was probably everybodytop of the ticket, all the way downhave problems,

from a Republican point of view during that election, because people vote their
pocketbook.

| anticipate them voting their pocketbook again this fall. They
traditionally do. | f they donét have w
out at certain people,dn t hey or e generally politici:
readily do that.

After the electiod and Thompson barely squeaks throdighe veto session

in late November of 1982, the legislature gives Thompson the authority to cut

2 percent from the curregte ar 6 s appropriations. Do vy
issue?

| remember we had given him the authority to do that, yes.

Was that primarily because the economy
coming in?

18 Since around the 2000 United States presidential election, red states and blue states have referred to states of
the United States whose voters predominantly choose either the Republican Party or Democratic Party
presidential and senatoriegdndidates. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_states _and_blue_states)
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Watson: We were having problems iunown state, yes, and something had to be done.
A 2 percent reduction is kind of minimal when you look at it agency by
agency, but then when you talk about i
DePue: Nineteeneightt hr ee | egi sl at i v &engtevaersusthenow y o u ¢
House. How was that different for you?
Watson: It was a | ot different. Of course, 1in
a young guy; | was relatively young. I think | was probably thaityht. | got
appoi nted t o¢conuretteedwvas | beackof? Loedd @overnment, |
think it was. Anyway, it was a good experience. See, | was kind of lost in the
House. When you figure 177 members, people say now, they have trouble with
118; think back what it was like with 177. You justwera v ot e; you we
an individual, and you didndét have a p
got some authority and power of just s
But coming into the Senate, your vote counted, and that was
significant. | appreiated our leadership then. That was Pate Philip; he was our
leader!® He was a pretty strong, top down leader, although he took a lot of
interest in his members and what they were all about and what their needs were
in their district. He asked for a lot ofput from members, which | always
appreciated. When | became leader, | kind of emulated that, that | wanted input
from members, where some | eaders donot
DePue: What do you mean by top down?
Watson: You make the dedisn as leader, and you expect your members to follow. |
dondédt think thatdés right. Il think it s
all and everybody have input.
DePue: You started by saying that Pate Philip, his style of
leadership was top down leadership. Then you kind
of reversed, and said that he took a lot of input.
Watson: Letds just say he was a8 ader.
necessarily mean higdisions were his only; he @& :
asked for input from us. But he was a strong type
leader that people respected.
DePue: How else would you describe his personality?
Watson: Sometimes combative (laughs). He could be —*l—
intimidating to some peopdea teddy bear to mos = - R
ofudanybody that didndédt know him, he co
very intimidating. Frank Watson with Senate Minority
Leader ' James ' O’Pa
DePue: Did he play to that? Did he want to be intimidating?>e"¢ Floorinthee ar iy o8
19 The oral history of James APateodo Philip is avail abl

(https://presidentlincoln.illinois.gov/ordlistory/collections/philipsenapr-jamespate/interviewdetail/)
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| think so. | think people (unintelligible) because that way they can control the
process, by beingtimidating. | think you have to be, in some instances. But |

think most people appreciated his candor. The guy was almost candid to a
fault. On some things that hedd say an
head. But to a lot of us, that was kind dfeshing.

When you say that most people appreciated his candor, his reputation is that
heés about as politically incorrect as

That s candor (l aughs). Heds just sayi

So the people on the other sidelofd ai sl e di dndét apprecia
did they?

| said some people appreciated it (bot
he stepped on toes, and there was things that you always wondered maybe

should have been left unsaid. But thats his style. He comes from a
generation that thatodos the way it was.

Everything is changing and evolving as we grow, including myself;
| 6ve changed a | ot over the years. | t
experience and what aywithvhem. ktrenklme t hr ough.
probably thinks differently now than he did back then.

Do you remember any stories that would illustrate Pate Philip, especially in
those early years, who he was and how he operated?

One particular one, hewason®e nat e FIl oor . Il candt r el
legislation was about, but we had some problems with basketball officials, and

his closing remark was that, every now and then, maybe they need to be

popped once in a while. Some guy came out of the stands, |amickit an

official, so that became a felony or something.

| dondt know what i1t was, that was
and said that; the place came apart, as you would imagine. But to him, that was
just him being hi mslgdndthraughdnorhenatslikea s € We 0
that, when you say something that you say, and really it just comes out much
di fferent than you intended. Thatods wh
him.

Was he the kind who was able to enforce some party disefpbid he have
the mechanism to do that?

Oh, yes. He was a strong county chairman in DuPage County. He was very
much involved in the party organization, a highly respected individual, active
in that.

Does that mean thlaty ow ciamssiamdalday  hefHe:
get right on this particular vote?0o
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Someti mes. |l candt say a | ot. Hedéd | et
believed in too is let people vote their district. Every district is different, and if
therds some wiggle room, if you can helop

appreciate it. But if your constituency is solid, then | can understand why
people vote the way they do. He was that way.

He came from DuPage County. At that time, it was ortbe@btrongest
Republican strongholds in the entire United States.

| was going to say, HAWere
|l was going to Al n t

y o goi
say, e t

u i ng t
Uni t e t

n 0
h d St a
There was a county or two maybe, in Califorathe time.

Orange County (both laugh).

Exactly. Certainly, the collar counties and the suburbs of Chicago had their
interests, and | would think downstate Republicans had theirs. How did that
sort itself out?

To pass any legislian in lllinois, you had to have two of the three geographic

areas supporting it. You had the city, Chicago, and then you had the suburbs,

which would be Cook County still, and then collar counties; that was another

faction. Then the restof us,fromRockf d t o Cai ro. Thatos d
thatds the third faction. You had to p
anything done. Sometimes that created problems for leaders, who would

maybe be from a suburban area, where education funding was all local.

We, being Chicago, depended on the State, and downstate depended on
State funding a lot for schools. So a lot of times, the coalition of Chicago
downstate would be for school funding. Then the suburban people, like | said,
all property tax generated mosiliifle support from the State; they were
maybe the odd man out on that one.

| wanted to hit a couple of specifics for 1983. One issue that year was the
income tax increase, a temporary income tax incéedseink it was for

eighteen montld that Thonpson was trying to push through. This would have
been about the time frame when the economy was starting to turn in the
upward direction. Do you recall any discussions about that temporary income
tax increase?

| was opposed to it.

Even thou@ you had an $800 million budget deficit, from what | can
discover?

Yeah. |l 6d say this is how I differ tod
|l 6m going to support an increase of so
expect similar cuts.
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Now, wedre not seeing that. It éds al
much cut. Theyore having to do a | itt]l
to it because that was probably the politically correct thing to do for my
district.

DePue: Being oposed to the increase?
Watson: Yeah, the temporary increase.
DePue: Would you have been supportive of cuts? Were you talking about looking for

places to cut? We had just had a cut a few months before, of 2 percent across
the board, for the State government

Watson: I dondt know. |l wasnodt involved in the
recal |l di scussing that. But thatds wha
increase is always for cuts, but 1itds
today;itwas back then. While we say, fATake
then even, was pretty thin.

DePue: This is somethingé | dondt mean to put

confused.
Watson: Why is that? Youdbve been (aughs)ng it for

DePue: Oh, boy. What was your perception, sitting in the legislature, of what the
lllinois State Constitution said about the requirement of having a budget and a
balanced budget? Was that a constitutional mandate?

Watson: It was a constitutionahandate, and it is today, which | think is not lived up to
by the gener al assembly or the governo
DePue: Was there a sense at that time though,
bal ance this t hireddythelwangtimtiorstedoso® 6r e r equ

Watson: Well , wedd given the authority for Tho
A lot of times, budgets are balanced on the backs of providers; you just extend
the payment cycle for paying hospitals and doctors;npaeies, nursing homes

or Medicaid. Of course Medicaid wasnodt
but stil] it was an issue. Thatods what
extend payments.

DePue: Do you recall in that time frame, were pensions fatesemployees an issue or
a concern, how to make sure wedre doin

Watson: |l can remember é

DePue: Even in the early 0680s.

Watson: € in the early 680s, on the House fl oo
increases for educators and State eyg#s and proposals, different proposals.
| al ways wondered, Why? Whereds the mo
this? You just canét keep doing all t h
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supported a lot of them, because that was the politically corregtttiniho. All

these constituencies were crying for all these increases. So, who was against it?
Not many people were, and | probably supported some of those. | regret that,
because that was a mistake.

DePue: | would think that you had your fair share ofd¢kars, which would have been
in the State system at that time. But as far as other State employees are
concerned, |l would think your district

Watson: We had the Vandalia Correctional Center; we had Murray [Developmental]
CenterinCentlai a. We di dndét have the prison |
being proposed. But there were many, m

DePue: Enough to be of concern for you?

Watson: Yes. It was mostly (unintelligibletalking at the same time)

DePue: Any mental halth institutes?

Watson: The Murray Center in Centralia. Most of it was teachers, but | was never

supported by the teachers, until the later years. The IEA [lllinois Education
Association] and IFT [lllinois Federation of Teachers] was never supportive of
me because | had never agreed with the concept of collective bargaining being
done in Springfield.

| always thought that the issues, a lot of times, that were brought to
Springfield, should be bargained | ocal
same § the legislation that was passed. | voted against a lot of it. | was a local

control guy. I didndot believe in unfun
us dictating policy to local units of government, including schools. So | voted
againstalotof hat , and the teachers took exce
support me, until mid990s or maybe even later than that.
DePue: You say the teachers didndét support yo
Watson: That s a good p @dnmetlinfactie thecdisteat, alotofu pp or t
people, AWhy arendédt youé?0d6 because | d

That was big to me because | saw a lot of inequities in funding and how we
were being treated downstate. | supported that.

twasthese ol | ecti ve bargaining issues t
that s where | had always gotten in tr
should say the unions, the IFT and the IEA leadership.

DePue: Was there enough of an industrial presence in the digiri@ve to worry
about other unions, or was it primarily public sector unions you were dealing
with?

Watson: No, a considerable number of private sector. | remember | supported abill
fact introduced a bill in the Houdethat said that you could use dlenic
signs out on the highway instead of a flagman (laughs). That flagman, of
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course, thatos a job for somebody. Wel
arrow or whatever, could have more impact than some guy waving a flag, that
it might be too latdy the time it got to him.

|l was wrong about that one. Letb6s s
the districd | had the laborers and most of the unibngere vehemently
opposed to that legislation. | learned a lot from that. | would go into labor halls
and explain what | was doing. A lot of times | would walk out of there with
people saying, nAt | east the guy came
gat hered a | ot ofé not support necessa
to do that kind of tmg. That was a good educational process in the political
scheme of things, for me to be able to go into those labor halls and talk one on
one with the laborers, the guys that do the work.

't makes it sound | i ke, eestllmnllnoien youbo
State Legislator and still doing lots of events.

|l 6m a big believer in a citizen | egi sl
having it in Springfield, being an elected official. You should do something

else. You should provider your family with some other means besides the

|l egi sl atur e. But the demands in the di
|l ot, and youdre in the office a | ot, a
to you, whatever.

Evenwhenlwasinth drugstor e, | was a targe
prescription counter and, HAHey, Frank,
l augh) . Il had a |ittle office in the
in there, and people knew that they couldals get me in the drugstore. That
changed over the years, as my responsibilities grew in the legislature, that |
didndét work in the drugstore as much a

But there are a lot of demands, so the citizen legislator is a vanishing
thi ng. ltds too bad because people need
outside of government.

Webre stildl in 1983 and this budget cr
understand, July 1, there was a gas tax increase. Do you recallWwbydal
have been in favor of that?

The gas tax increase, was that Build lllinois?

No. This was again, 1983, weodre stil]l
billion, an increase in funds for the state.

| supported most gas tax meases because, one, | thought it was a user tax.
People that used the highways pay for it. Of course, the gas tax goes into the
motor fuel tax fund and in many cases is matched by some bonding that is
done. It increases work on the highways, buildingraathtaining our roads,

so | always felt that a use tax was a proper vote to cast.

73



Frank Watson

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

The motor

top of that,
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fuel t
during the Ryan years. | was a sponsor of the bill that eliminated the tax on

fuel for about a six montperiod, because it had spiked so high. It is wrong.

We have sales tax on it. Motor fuel tax is one thing, but to have a sales tax on

a doubl e tax

it

6s Kk

ax, many

ind o

f

ti me

s | th

| always felt that the sales tax sveotally unfair because as taxes went
up or the gasoline went up, so did the tax.

Probably at this time, gas prices are stabilizing. They really started to zoom up

in the late 1970s.
Yeah, right.

But this is also a time of high intian for the country. Was that a factor in
your willingness to support a gas tax increase?

|l just donot

conditions.

|l td6s unfair

anot her é

| t does kind

0
spent the time and gone back and revieglved d o
d

|l egi sl atur e,
that.

remember i f
| said, | generally supported motor fuel taxes because of the roads and

of

of

me t

run

may be

o try

toge
n &
| 6 b

t hat

t

A

0s

O pin
years in the legislature, and to try to sort of one decision compared to

A

the t a

you do

t heiflhadl 6m gl ad
tmy Jearimthe

ecome

mo

Nineteen eightythree, I think, in the Veto Session, there was a Regional

Transit Authaity bill. In other words, taking Chicago Transit Authority and

re ver

taking in some of the suburbs as well. Do you recall that legislation at all?

I think that

You coul d be
that?

wa s

roi

ght;

earl i er

t han

08

t h elbeénsuppottie Df

3, was

[ have

No, probably not. That was the Bob Blair years, when he was speaker of the
house, when they expanded the RTA [Regional Transit Authority] into the
suburbs. Bob Blair was the speaker, a Republican from, | think, Kankakee
County, and he got beat in the next election because he did expand the RTA. |

dondédt know what year that would have b
think 0683. |l 6m not sure what the issue
to.

Wh at | i6weit® segsoi and the passage of Regional Transit Authority

bil I . 't might have been a minor restr

on that. | apologize for that.
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Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

Letdébs ask about one other person th
with. That wodd have been the senate president at the time, Phil Rock. What
was your impression of him?

Another strong | eader. loll tell you,
Democrats under his tenure, when | was
toget her . |l 6ve got to give him a | ot of

diverse people, and a lot of them going in different directions. He was able to,
most times, on the key votes, he was able to pull it all together. You would
respect him, because was very much a strong politician; he was a strong
senate president.

Nineteen eightyfour is another election year for you because you drew the
short straw (Watson laughs). Tell me about that election.

Eighty-four. Was that David Vaught?

|l s he Dan -iMaWw?k er 6 s son

Dan Wal kirlaw) an at®rmay from Fairview Heights (laughs).
David Vaught?

David Vaught. Today hedés in administra
heds i n a hi gh niktatore He waofrorh Fairview Helgles, a d mi
and he was an attorney, and he was an activist. He was a Pat Quinn guy. There

was a coalition of people that supported Pat Quinn and his thinking back then.

David was a part of that.

Now Quinn, at that timayould not have had any kind of official office or
position in the government?

No, he did not. He was kind of a gadfly, people called him, but he was

effective in his own way. He had a following and a significant following. They
supportedthecutbak , as wedve talked about, and
[CUB], the formation of that. David was all a part of that one.

You may remember him becausmrlawoWe hi m be
should mention that this is prior to the time that Walkerself got in trouble

with the law and got convictéd So, he is still just the sein-law of a former

lllinois governor.

Il n my district. Harold Byers was an ad
as strong, but he was a Pat Quinn guy. He was a Dan Walker guy too. That
didndét help him when he ran in the Hou

20 Dan Walker, a maverick corporation lawyer who walked the length of the state to become governor of
lllinois, in 1987 pleaded guilty to federal charges that he improperly received nearly $1.4 million in loans,
some of tem from a savings and loan association he owned. (https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct
Xpm-198708-06-8702270503story.html)
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DePue:
Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

Dan Walker was not viegd upon as a very good governor. So when |

campaigned, | didndt have to say anyth
opponent 6s name; thatoés the first thin
youdre campaigning. So | Ooajaingt®an up, and
Wal keridlsaw!lolm ( DePue | aughs) And oh, my

Afan attorney; 0 that was always a negat
which was the very western part of my district. It was an urban area, where

mostof mydistc t was rural, so people really
affiliation much with Fairview Heights
a negative thing about David Vaught. | said three negative things about him,

(both laugh) without saying anythimggative, if you follow me.

Anyway, we had a good race. | can remember, we went down and
discussed mandatory automobile insurance at the Caseyville VFW. In fact, it
was a Democrat club, organization, of Caseyuville. | was not a supporter of
mandated aoimobile insurance, and he was. | got up and gave my reasons
why.

Once again, when | do those kinds of thindghink people running
for office need to do more ofatgo right into the woodshed; go right into the
enemy; go at them. And just state yourecda many cases, sometimes, people
agree with you. So what do you have to lose? If anything else, | gained a lot of
respect from those people in the Caseyville Township for just showing up and
hanging around, drinking a beer with them or whatever.

| 6 alveays said, running for office, one thing you need to do is learn to

rol | in the mud with them. Youbdre not
yourself on some kind of pedestal or anything. You just get down there, and
roll in the mud with them,andle wi t h t hem, and be |i ke

okay. That was a philosophy | 6ve had,
and that was an example.

By this time, this would have been what, your fourth race that you had run in?
Yes, the fouth race in eight years.

Did you have much of a campaign team that supported you? Can you tell me
about that?

|l had a great campaign team. I n 680, w
that 1 6ve tal ked ab o uhelpediesinthe drugstoren e Ha a
when my dad got sick, and he was our accountant, Chet Haas, his son, Bill, ran

my campaign in 680 and | think 0682. I
worked in the drugstore for us.

That family has meant a lot to mees the years. There have been
generations and generations that work in our drugstore, all the way down to
Clayton; heds pr ob a bthirges.iAnd ourcosntyl at e t hi
chairman now in Bond County is Curt, Curt Haas; he worked in the dragstor
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and his dad, Dick, worked in the drugstore, and Lyle worked in the drugstore,
Bill, and then their dad, Chet.

DePue: By 1984, when you were running, do you recall how many people you would
have had in paid positions on your campaign staff?
Watson: ldonbt t hink | had much of aé They were
DePue: Even Haas himself? Was there anybody that would have been paid?
Watson: | dondt believe so. I f they were paid,

Commi ttee, whi c h dotoWeoney ondbur dates. stipinkh d a
told you, | spent like twentyhree in the first race, 20,000. Then like twenty
six in my second race, and then when | ran for the senate, it was like sixty

some. So we didndét spend @anteyeballtolt was
eyeball, and meeting people and just working. But we had a lot of people that
helped.

Oh, yeah, | had a lot of Jaycee friends that helped, and people did my
radio advertising. The mayor of Greenville, Alan Gaffner, did my radio
advertsing for me. And [there was] Joel Curtis, who worked for Pet Milk, and
George Hertz, another who worked for Pet Milk in Greenville, Jaycee friends

that just helped me all the way throug
people.
DePue: This is another gesidential year. Were you involved at all? | think you

mentioned that you had certainly been a strong supporter of Ronald Reagan.
He would have been running for reelection that year. Did you go to things like
the national conventions? Were you involvethat level?

Watson: |l dondt believe that | did. |l started
| went to was not George Bush, Senior, because | supported Jack Kemp. It was
the next one, when Bush was running for reelection. That was thedfiisbal
convention | went to.

DePue: Yeah. The one where [independent candidate] Ross Perot was in the mix that
year [1992] as well.
Watson: Yes.
DePue: Letbébs go to 685 and 686. This is the t

really pushing hard on tHuild lllinois initiative.2* What were your views
about that?

2l'n what may have been the most comprehensive constru

Depressioer a fAiNew Deal , 0 Bandadmpassinmg sawaesmpain wdldeal w
crumbling infrastructure, disappearing jobs, and shrinking tax base.
(https://www.lib.niu.edu/1986/ii860115.html)
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Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

| thought it was a good thing. | thought investing in the infrastructure of
lllinois is generally always a good thing. Highways and construction,
maintenance. It was a big thing, ang@ut a lot of people to work.

But you have to figure out how to finance it.

You always do. All these projects and all these pieces of legislation that people
support are wonderful, generally, but how do you pay for them? So, on to the
next question (laughs).

|l know that thereds a $2 billion bondi
least that was in the initial one. But how do bonding authorities work
differently from the general revenue stream?

| t 6 s b dondingvsibarrgwing. Then you have a revenue stream to pay

it off, a dedicated revenue stream. | think it was a soda pop tax; that was part of
it |l think. Thatdés what bonding is. Y
determines what your interest ratg@ng to be, and then you have to dedicate

a revenue stream of some sort to pay t
revenue fund.

Was there discussion in the Republican caucus in the senate in terms of,
AWedbve got t hi st whatthihgd wolldl you likeddsee pr oj ec
supported in your district?9

I donot remember Build Il linois so muc
was the cas&

With George Ryan, many years later.
There was s o0 me rememberiBald lllinoik heihg tHat wdyo n 6 t

Again, thatés quite a |l ong time ago. B
Build Illinois.

Mm-hmm.

Some of the specificthingsl donét know if theyore al
lllinoisd the Trompson Center in Chicago, having a governmental building,
office building, right downtown Chicago.

We l | | we had the LaSalle Street Buil di
name of it was, but the address was located on LaSalle. That was a State of

22 One of George Ryan's peijgcts as governor was an extensive repair of the lllinois Highway System
called "lllinois FIRST". FIRST was an acronym for "Fund for Infrastructure, Roads, Schools, and Transit".
Signed into law in May 1999, the law created a $6.3 billion package fan ssbool and transportation

projects

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Ryan#:~:text=One%200f%20Ryan's%20pet%20projects,in%20schoo
1%20and%20transportation%20projects.)

78



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

lllinois building at that time. This was a new structure, and a big part of it was
construction, building.

DePue: Was there funding that was supporting schools and roads in your district as
well?
Watson: Roads. | dondt r eme mb e fittledbitldter. tnlfast, s o mu c

was a sponsor of a bill that created some school financing for building schools
in lllinois, a bonding program once again.

DePue: Letdbs go to the 0686 election, another
alluded to that Ist time. That was the year that the LaRouchies got in.
Watson: Who would have believed it? | mean really (laughs). | guess they had bad
ball ot names or something. There was a
DePue: l 61 1 | ay down syoumeflectsop ieadittlefbit oose. Then d | e t

primary election, obviously in the spring of the election year, Mark Fairchild
wins the Democratic primary for lieutenant governor, against George
Sangmeister of Mokena, lllinois. Fairchild, sounds like a goodiaiérican

name.
Watson: | guess. Maybe thatésé
DePue: He was a LaRouche candidate. In the other race, the secretary of state race,
Janice Hart wins against Aurelia Puchini. Am | pronouncing that right,
Puchini?
Watson: No.
DePue: Pucinski.
Watson: Pucinskj y es. I didndt remember that she v
DePue: So youbve got Mark Fairchild and Janic

sure the electorate goes in; this sounds like a nice, all American names, and
they voted for them.

Watson: Well ,somatés the problem with these of
get to focus that a congressman or a governor or senator, U.S. senator, higher
of fices get. They dondt get theé Peopl

That was like the U of | trustees, whemtthvas on the ballot. People
went in and just voted party most of the time. But in a primary, for the
Democrats to nominate two LaRouche candidates, | thought, was just
incredible. Every county organization in the state had to be supportive of the
regularDemocrat; they had to be. For them not to be able to pull that through

23 TheLaRouche movemeris a political and cultural network promoting the laggnton LaRouche and his

ideas. The movement originated within the radical leftist student politics of the 1960s. In the 1970s and
1980s hundreds of candidates raibasnocratsn the United States on the LaRouche platform.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LaBuche_movement)
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DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

and get the regular Democrats through
happen.

I n the old days, with the Chicago Demo
Even more so.

Yeah, and that was all about getting out the vote and voting for the right
candidates.

Yeah. They had the machine. It had to be name ID. George Sangmeister was a
highly respected state senator. People liked him; | liked him. He was a
downstater from Wi ll County, Il think i
how that could happen. That really just set up an unbelievable fight then, of

course, between the Democrats, and we loved it. We just sat on the sideline

and, AYeahaughglo for iit! o (I

Herebs Stevenson, who | ost by the narr
thinking, Okay, | 6ve got Thompson now.
getting tired of this guy, and now hebo

what his commerwas, after that primary defeat for a couple of his candidates.
He won the primary as governor é

Right.

e for the Democratic Party. Al am expl
extremists from the Democratic ticket. The one thing Ivtamake absolutely

clear, | will never serve on a ticket with candidates who espouse the hatefully
folly of Lyndon LaRouche and the U.S.
alternative but to create his own party, and he ran on the Solidarity ticket

That 6s right.

And | think Michael Howlett ran as lieutenant governor and Jane Spirgel as the
secretary of state, along with him, in the Solidarity Party. But it obviously
didnét go well for them, and Thompson

How can you overcome that? | would assume all the local people were running
as Democrats. Then you have to go to the Solidarity Party, which is further
down the ballot. They took their names off the ballot, so Fairchild and Hart
were still on the batit as Democratic candidates, but the others were gone.

Stevenson didnét even appear on the ba

No. How can you overcome that? And there was three party balloting then, so

the traditional punch ten, like Cook County usetitave é You go i n.
we dondt mean it this year. o Youdre g
Democrats down here, but youbve got to
were confused, 1 O0Om sure.
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DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

So Thompson wins 52. 7 4ppercentelguessshgtai n st
means that Fairchild got some votes as well, in the mix. (Watson laughs) Any
other comments for that year?

No.

That gets us into the 1987 spring session. Some of this is, | know, things that
were occurring in the Hese and | assume in the senate as well. Was the
Comprehensive Health Insurance bill going through at about that time? Do you
remember anything about that?

Comprehensive Health I nsurance. No,

This next one is very much more of aruisgor the 1990s, but a Welfare
Reform Bill in the midd 8 0 s 19877

| was probably the sponsor of that. | was the sponsor oféa duiltl it passed in

the senai@ that said that if you are on welfare, if you are receiving

Medi cai dé Therneebs nteosnf uvseidonc asiod/ Medi car
the state run health system for the un
on Medicaid, they become enrolled in the Medicaid system. If you have

another child, they no longer do.

That was a very controves i a | bil |l . ,
shoul dnét be supporting f
wedOve created in this <c t

Anyway, in the | ate bd80s,t hlatwav utl de
it got a heated debate, and | was called a lot of things on the Senate Floor,
because they thought it was targeting a certain population. It was a problem for
everybody, not just minorities, necessarily. The Caucasian had it tasitd-ay
County had an unbelievable number of b
where the majority of the births in this state are to Medicaid recipients. We
have to somehow curtail that. I f you c
having them.

Like I said, it passed the Senate with some Democrat support, went to
the House and neveré But it returned i
of wel fare reform. I f thatds what youbd

Were you called things like a racist?
Oh, yeah, yeah.

On the Senate Floor?

Yes.

Do you remember some of the people who were leveling those charges against
you?
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DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:
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I do; I can see him. Bi I | Shaw, I t hin
maliciously to me, necessarilyytithe legislation, | think he thought it was

racially motivated.

So he didndot call you personally a rac
Wel | , | dondét recall I felt |ike it w
than once. | made some slipsin my time (lajghs on t he Senate FI
know what Ayour peopled meant . |l di dno
statement. | used that one time on the Senate Floor, and you [would have]

thought an alarm went off (laughs). | had no idea that that was tiea

statement. | had no idea.

That what was a racial statement?

AYour people.o |I really got it for tha
St. Louiso one time, fAWedbre pouring mo
Louis. 0o nwWetl It,hiln kd iodf it as a raci al St
It was a cosmic term in your mind, huh?

Certain people took offense to that, and | can understand why they did. They

came over and talked to me after it was all over and understoodnieant
nothing by it, nothing racially by it.
can get pretty worked up and say things that maybe were not necessarily the

best thing to say.

So you regretted them, or were youé??
Oh, yeah. | regretteshiying it in the manner in which they took it, for sure. It

just so happened that one piece of legislation, the St. Louis School Board was
sitting in the gallery. And | j ust s ai
Louis School Board, not referrinng anything that somebody would take as a

raci al statement . That 6s not me anyway
case.

Were you frustrated though, that oftentimes the discussions end up being about
how you phrase things, more than the issues skbms?

|t

can

be, sur e,

my words and ate them (both laugh).

I n

Pate Philip was known to do those ksnaf things and say those kinds of

things.

t hi

S

case
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Watson:

DePue:

Waton:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

|l would hate to beé I 6m not Pase Phil]
over that. Emil Jones, when | became leader, took it out on me because | think

Pate Philip ran roughshod over him for all the years that Pate was president

and he was minority | eader, Emil. So n
take it out on the mority leader of
the Republicans, and that happened
to be me. Il kept
not Pate Philip.

might have had.

What do you mean by taking it
out? How would he take it out on
you?

Oh, just very little input from us, as
a caucus, little respect, very little.
Of course, now weT@dsSegan Enildores knd Frimkgvatsea ajwaoley Rield
2003’ but yeah, those were kind of ggggg"t-he 80s. They played the city counsel of Chicago in
tough times for us.

Letbébs go back to the 1987 time frame.

in the Thompson years, where heds tryin
he tries to increase the income tax, | believe it is, a $1.6 billion additional

taxes. |Itdéds another temporary kind of
Republican caucus wanot with him on that one.

No. No, we werenot. I dondt think it p
No, it didndét pass. The surprise that
House, decided not to back it either. That was the death knell for it. But here

you have a Republican governor whobés w

senate. | assume that he thought he had some support from the Democrats in
the senate, and he just needed a few votes from the Republicans? Is that how it
worked?

That wouldbe how it worked, and sometimes it did. But there again, Pate
Philipbs phil osophy prevaiiigd. He [ Pat
government | egislator and heé Al though
increases that Thompson had, in most cases heréidatantly. | can tell you

that.

And you would have been right on the s

A

|l dondét think | supported that at all
supported making it permanent. That was when Edgar was governor.

That would havede n 069 1.

Ninety-one, | supported that one, to make it permanent.
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DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

Again, this is 1987. Thompsonds doi
strains on the Illinois budget. I f
probably having to make taior going into a deficit or not paying some of

these providers for even a longer period of time. Would you have been in favor
of more cuts?

ng
you

Well, yes, | would have been. Thompson was an expansionist, in my mind. He
expanded government a greatldesame good maybe, some not necessarily. |
di dndot support a |l ot of what he. .. some

When he didnét get that, I understand
line item veto of $363 million in the budget that year, to get ptace where
he had a budget that was close to being balanced.

s a p
ed to
f ew,

I canot recal | at al | t hat ; that o6
budget, I would assume we all vot
have doneitwithDmocr at s . He had to have a

That gets us into another presidential year in 1988. You would have been up
for reelection that year as well, correct?

Yes.

Do you remember anything about that election?
| think thatwas the Wilma Pidgeon year.

Pardon me?

That was the Wilma Pidgeon year.

That was her name?

Thatos it, Wil ma Pidgeon. She was from
have beenawrite n candi dat e. B y enbughastppdrtithate |, | 60
t he Democrats kind of |l eft me alone. T
dondt make a major effort, so Wil ma Pi
remember too much about her. | remember her son was with her. He was a nice

kid.

Those are the kind of elections you
anybody on the ballot, which is the only way to run, unopposed (both laugh).
But you want to have a token candidate. It helps you raise money; it keeps
your organization together. Yoeed to have some way of generating support,
financially and personally, from people. Having somebody on the ballot does it
every time, regardless of who they are.

Did you do much active campaigning that year?

Oh, | 6 m s ur e nhpaighingd [That] waganbjg payt efdvhyd \eas
in this. | liked it, and | loved parades, still do. | just walked in the Bond County
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DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Parade just the other night. I just love the interaction with people.
Campaigning was a big part of my success.

That was a good year for the Republicans at the national level as well. [George
H.W.] Bush wins. I1todéos a |ittle bit tig
Dukakis at 48.6 percent, and the economy is going strong.

Letds get into 4duBdstThompsdniseideaswhen | 0
thinking about bowing out of the polit
income tax increase again. That would have happened early in 1989. | think he
decl ared he wasndét going to 198rofor re
you recall the discussions that time around, for the income tax increase, a
temporary income tax increase?

| do remember thaté and | voted agains
making it permanent. That would have been wheraEtigcame governor.

ltds going from 2.5 to 3 percent 1in th
percent for the corporate tax. Half the tax would go to the state and half to

education and local communities. | think that last part was put intinere

convince more fiscal conservatives to vote for it or support it. That would be

my guess.

Anything that went to local governments generally increased support, whether
education or your county boards or wherever. That, of course, got support from
the | ocal community, townships. There
counties and townships that were struggling and still are. [That] needed some

sort of support. So a lot of that went to those units of government and helped

them in that regard, antlat generated support from the county boards and

your townships.

(@)

But you were opposed to the increases.
| was opposed.

Can you explain why the corporate income tax was always higher for the State
of lllinois than the personal incontax?

Thatos part of our constitution. |t sa
t hi nk -threeposfivdt woe | d&m not sur e. I't desig
time you raise the individual, you raise corporate.

Philosophicallywas that something that you could buy into or support?

Wel | , itéds just the same today as it w
especially when youdre competing with
individual.

Do you think hat, if lllinois raises both of them, it impacts the economic
climate of the state?
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Watson: Definitely.
DePue: The surprise that year was that Madigan switched from what he had done in
687 and came out in support of it.
Watson: Then it passes.
DePue: Thenit passes, and at this time, the Democrats controlled both the House and
the Senate?
Watson: | believe they did, yes, and they had for the ten years.
DePue: One of the things that was putting so

Watson: And to Thompsonds dhehadtmdealwithMike tt 1 e bit
Madi gan and Phil Rock. He wasnot deal.
house Republican leader might have been. He had to deal with those people.

To get anything done, in many cases, Thompson had to bow to their wishes.

DePue: When something like this would come up, how would the math work out when
it goes to the vote? Letds say this in
temporary income tax increase of two years, that Thompson is advocating,
would he get any voten the lllinois Senate for it?

Watson: |l 6m sure he did. | dondt recall who or

DePue: And would he lose some Democrat votes?

Watson: Yes.

DePue: Downstate Democrats?

Watson: Downstate Democrats or maybe even some suburbahf t her eds s o me
in that area, they would have the tendency not to vote for it.

DePue: A couple of things that are really putting pressures on the lllinois budget by
that time were things going on in DCFS [Department of Children and Family
Services | . | think, 688 or around then, th

Civil Liberties Union] lawsuit that said the case workload in DCFS was much,
much too high, that the State had to do something to reconcité that

Watson: What was that called? What was tlase?

DePue: | dondt know the specific name of the

Watson: Well, there was a case that we did have to spend a lot of money to comply with
the courtdéds decision, and that, of <cou

24 In 1988, children in the custody of the Department of Children and Family Services of lllinois filed a class
actionlawsuit BH v DCFS/Civil Rights Litigation. The plaintiffs alleged that while children were in DCFS
custody (because obase or neglect by their custodians), DCFS failed to provide adequate food, shelter,
clothing, health care, protection from harm, and education to the children.
(https://www.clearinghouse.net/detail.php?id=323)

86



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

some norelective body is determii ng what you have to do
agree with that. The courts, to me, have too much gbwatways felt that

wayd because they can make decisions, or one judge can make a decision that

has a huge impact on very many people.

Thatgoesbacktmy unf unded mandates attitud
resistant to passing on | aws that affe
have the funding for them to implement that law.

| think this is probably about the same time frame, there was fedasihtem

that was going to change the requirements for Medicaid as well, so that once
you get into the early 690s, Medicaid
time.

Thatdos a big part of the problem now.
pobl em; a growing part of our budget i
necessarily whatoés going to the poor a
hospitals that pay for Medicaid use, each of the hospitals, and nursing homes,
doctors, drugstores. It goespmoviders, but those providers provide a service

to the less fortunate.

Letds talk about the 1990 election, ki
This is not a presidential year, but it is a gubernatorial year. Finally, Jim
Thompsonisbowmig out, after fourteen years ir
reflections on his tenure, before we turn to Jim Edgar?

Like | said, there was some things tha
|l know webdve had t ho saerthe ygarsitasdsvhilelmes , he
was in office. Overall, | think he was pretty well scandal free, if you think

about it, fourteen years. The man did a good job, with high regard. He was

highly regarded on the national scene. | think he did a lot for lllinals an

accomplished a great deal. As politics goes in lllinois, to be scandal free is
significant. So, hats off to him.

How well did you know Jim Edgar at that time?
| knew him pretty well.

Hedéd been secretaryicalf state for ten

(@)}

Thatdos right. When | was elected in
then was selected by Thompson to be the legislative liaison from the
governoro6s office to the | egislature,
Charleston and embeing from Greenville, not that far away. We had a lot of

similar interests, basketball, tennis, sports again.

How about political philosophy? Would you say that he was your kind of
Republican?

He was a little more liberal maybe than | wbaonsider myself, although |
really appreciated him as governor. He
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Watson:

DePue:
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DePue:

Watson:
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Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

All the spending that had gone on and increases that happened in spending in

the Thompson years, Edgar had to pay somehow. And of course, he had the
temporary income tax that was going to go away; therefore, he was even in

worse shape. | had a lot of respect for Jim Edgar as governor and the fact that

he was willing to say, Anoo0o and make t

You remind me of the primary issue tlyaar. His opponent was Neil
Hartigan, who had been attorney general in the same time frame that Edgar
was secretary of state. Edgar is the one who is standing there as a Republican,

a fiscal conservative Republican, sayi
increase permanent. o And Nei l Hartigan
was saying, ATwo percent. o0 Was it a 2
Probably.

You did not have to run that year. Do you remember reflecting anything about
the gubernatorial race that year?

Of course, Jim Edgar, he was our kind
than | had some differences philosophically with him, | appreciated Jim and

Brenda Edgar. They came as a team, and he, | thought, wasedlerex

administrator as the secretary of state and had proven himself. [He was] a

fell ow downstater. ltés easy to run ag
Hartigané |1t was close, if | remember

It was very close.

But | think the right thing happened. Probably Neil Hartigan would have raised

the taxes anyway (both |l augh). At | eas
saying what needed to be dénand that was to make it permargrmturing a
campaign. Thatdés significant.

You mentioned philosophical differences. | would guess that one of them
would have been on the abortion issue because he wabqoe.

Yes, he was prahoice, and | was prlife.

Would you have had any discussions with him or othessitaihat? Were you
surprised by that position?

Of course he was that way all through
we didndt know. |l wasndt necessarilyé
choice, and him being one was of no significato me.

You donot think that woul d have hurt h
constituents?

Probably. | dondét remember who ran aga
whene
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DePue: Yeah, | sh_ould know that name. It was a very strong fiscataoid!
conservative.
Watson: Was it Brauer?
DePue: Yeah, it could have been, Rich Brauer.
Watson: No. But anyway, that would have been in the primary, where that issue would

have made the difference. | think in the general election, Restiblicans
who might have beenpfoi f e t hat were maybe uneasy
position on that would have supported him.

DePue: Letdés finish with this. Ni neteen ninet
redistricting, becausmwredthiseayyin@aurcensus vy
discussions today. How did the redistricting work out in 1991 for the
Republicans?

Watson: Much better (both laugh).
DePue: Were youé

Watson: Yes. | was selected by Pate Philip, to be on theap committee, along with
Walter Dudyezwho is from Chicago. He did the Chicago and suburban area
map, and | did the downstate map.

DePue: When you say you did the downstate map
on the map?

Watson: Well, I had some influence in it, but we had, of coursédf atal people who
were experts in this. You just donodot d
amount of people; you have to have a ¢
There were some constitutional questions that we had to answer when we drew
thema p . | |l eft that up to the experts. I
talking to a fellow senator about, @A Wh
commi ssion, what kind of district do vy

Well, everybody wanted one that was 60 percent Regaubdistrict.
You canét do that. Thatdéds not even pol
spread the Republicans out as much as you can to get more people elected, so
you stay the majority for a long period of time. So, [| was] working with fellow
senatos and even House members. They had their own appointees, but we
worked with the House, tried to get one that was mutually agreed to, a map.

DePue: Going into that process, the Republicans were in the minority in both in the
House and the Senate. Which @l you think was going to be the tougher
challenge, to create a new map after redistricting that would help Republicans
control the Senate or help Republicans control the House?

Watson: |l was, of course, interestenembers t he Se
on the other side, your own members in your district, that you want to protect
or help. I just remember going to that dravdnig was on the house flodr
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Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

when George Ry@nhe was secretary of stdtel r ew out Al Jor dan¢
who was the county chaian of McHenry County, | believe. He became the
ninth member of the commission.

|l can remember wus; we all said, ADo
laugh) Bob Churchill was thedehe was a house appoindeand Walter and I.
| candt rememHeus&adoAnhhwapt heebdre all
when Al Jordands namé facteverGearge Ryyay Geor ¢
got a smile on his face, so you knew he had an idea that it was Al Joraan
jumped up, and we were yelling and jumping around. It was bad;w® ul d n o6t
have done that.

Anyway, for all the years that weod
beaten down by Democrats in the Senate
the power is in the majority, so when that happened that was significant,
obviously. That meant the next ten years it was going to be a Republican map,
we hoped, because we knew it was going to pass the commission. It just had to
pass the courts and all the other challenges that were going to come. But
anyway, we tr i edtrytobepbrsonafwathit . We di dnot

We tried to work with Democrats, even. | can remember talking to
some Democrats about iit, as to what <ca
to put two people in one district, and maybe it happened. In fact, we put two
Repubicans in one district, in one part of the state. It happens that way just
because of the numbers of people you have to put into a district and to make up
that region of the state.

Would the redistricting have been applied both at the federal ceimrab
districts and at the state level?

We did them both, although we didnoét d
necessarily draw it. It was more or less drawn by our congressional delegation,
|l believe. I dondét quite remember that

Goingnt o the discussions, |l etdés see if |
Republicans and the Democrats draw a m
agreement between the two parties, which forces the draw out of the hat. Then

they go back. Now the Republicang,0 e t hey édve won, the pr
with the map that they already had?

Yeah, we draw a map that will pass the commission with Republican support,
five members now, because Al Jordan became the ninth member.

But you don 0 therhap gramatically frorh \ehatyau had before,
| would think.

No. We had a proposed map, as did
it canb6t get worked out at that |
going to the draw. Twicelbse during my term, my thirty years, and once |
win.

t he
evel
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Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:
DePue:

Watson:

And itdéds not by accident that the ti me
Republicans were able to control the Senate.

Thatdéds right and for the nextdeten year
was, weoOre not drawing them necessari/l
majority. So, when we drew districts, we kept that in mind, of what would
maintain a majority for ten years, not
t en y e ar sgoinghlowrlkect allepubliéaa from that district to keep a
Senate majority for ten years. I think

| know that for ten years the Senate was controlled by Republicans, but only
two of those years was the housmtrolled by Republicans. So what was
different?

| think that was the difference. | think the house was member driven. It was

driven by protection of individual members versus protection of a majority.

Now, Il shoul dndt s heystate, b tthink averall,éheye r y wh e
had that in mind when they drew the map; [it] was the individual members.

Youdre saying the Republicans were in
House districts.

| think so, back then, yes.

How much of that would have been determined by Mike Madigan just being
better at the business of counting votes and running elections?

Of course, once you get the map drawn,
And once an i nc ufolgabstifyousiregaomaeforan t 6 s up
individual, versus a majority, enter Mike Madigan. He is as good a statistician

as there is. He knows where to put money and get good candidates. So | think

that had an impact.

I think that 6seforusadfiaighlup/today. Agyfinoal p |l ac
comments for today?

No, not necessarily.

Now we get to talk about the fun stuff, when the Republicans are in control,
huh?

When good things happen for lllinois (both laugh).
Thank you, Seator Watson.

Thank you.

(end of transcript #2)

Interview with Frank Watson
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#1SL-A-L-2012036
Interview #3: August 30, 2012
Interviewer: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for educational and other nenommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial
purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.Telephone
(217) 7857955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inheresuah historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Thursday, August 30, 2012. My namb®lak DePue, Director of
Or al Hi story with the Abraham Lincoln
today with Senator Frank Watson. Good morning, Sir.

Watson: Mark, good morning, good to be here.

DePue: Il tds nice having vy oitofaldreve, and | uhderstanéd v e s me
youbve got a speech to make at the San

Watson: | do, Sangamon Countyé a Republican or
sure what it is, but anyway, | was asked by Sam McCann, a new senator from
here,6 participate in the speech. So | 0&m

DePue: Is that a fundraiser?

Watson: No, i1tds just an organization, a Repub
having a monthly meeting, and they usually have a speaker. This is the first
time | 6ve done this, since | Il eft the

DePue: Can | ask what the theme will be today?

Watson: Pensions (both laugh).

DePue: Pensions?

Watson: Oh, yeah. The U.S. Standard & Poor dropped our credit rating ygsterda
the second ti me. Not hing is being done
anyone, it seems as though, to do anyt
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DePue:

Watson:

DePLe:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

understand it. But this is totally on
responsibility. Sure, weoaé and we haveé | know that
Republicans have offered up solutions

even sit down with them and talk about it. This is a political shortcoming of the

Democrat Party, has been, on pensions.

As | recal, obviously Governor Quinn just had everybody called in for a
special session. Part of the blame, as he was saying, was that [lllinois House
Minority Leader, Tom] Cross and the House Republicans were reluctant to

compromise on the issue of passing offfieasion payments to the local
governments, instead of having the State pick it up.

That is totally irresponsible.
solution to the pension problem is to pass it off to the units of local

For t h

g oV er nme n tafforavitlanywayg. ahe dniversities, they get their money

from the State, primarily, and

tuitio

funded it at the level that we should. Community colleges get theirs from local
taxpayers. Then, of course, elementary sgwbndary school districts, they
have no ability necessarily, to raise taxes constantly, down there at their local

|l evel, to make the payments to the pe
Democrats.

Of course, the benefits would all be still decidedt® General
Assembly, not the costs, just the ben

irresponsible, and of course, Chicago is exempt. Suburban schools, downstate
schools, everybody is expected to pay into this pension system, but not

Chicago.

| understand that Chicago is exempt b
for their pension expenses for a long time.

If you look in the budget, every year there is a signifisamgually around

$50-60 milliond of contributions that comes frothe State that goes to

Chi cago Teacher s[GhicRge Teachershifenmsibn FEngl]s t e m
They say that; theyoll blow that whis
Still passionate about these issues (
Il s it more or |l ess frustrating as you
go on in the Illlinois Legislature, no
Much less frustrating, but still frustrating because just to see nothing being

done and allthe probims of thi s stateé We |iteral
but people point to lllinois as to how to not run a state government. Being a
part of that for thirty yearsé Peopl e

whil e you were t her eminorityace Wwhen we
Blagojevich came in. We towed the line with him and wentttet®e with
him. You can only do so much.
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DePue:

Watson:

But thereds just nothing being done
part of all of it. Of course when | was in, Governordigevich was in also, as
governor, as | was the leader of the Senate Republicans. That was a very
frustrating time for me.

| wal ked out of some meetings and d
of the budget, 2003. We participated up to a pointjtwaas just obvious, they
were going in a whole different direction than what we would have done, or we
thought we would have done.

In fact, when | got sworn in as a leader of the Republican caucus in the
Senate in 2003, got sworn in, Governor Blagakand | were in the holding
room down in the convention center, the swearing in day. | can remember a
conversation | had with him. | told hi
problem®t hi ngs werendt necessaandlsgd gr eat
A | Belglad to work with you in any way we can to try to correct the solution.

Letbés right the ship; | etbés get things
|l ast time we ever reallyé He went one
were another, morespench g, mor e e

The things that they did in that fi
irresponsible, much of what we stopped, but still, that set us on the path of
where we are today.

Webve got a Ilittle bit of thentrdidm t @ ok
forward to that discussion. Webve got
the National Republican Party Convention down in Tampa. Have you been

watching any of that?

| did. | watched the night before, Ann Romney [wife opRlelican

presidential candidate, Mitt Romney]. Then last night, of course, [Speaker of

the House and Republican vice presiden
Quite honestly, | was a little skeptical when Ryan was picked as the vice

presidential candidatéecause | always thought you pick your vice president
based on AWhat do they bring to the ta
three votes in Alaska which we got anyw&yPhat was four years ago. This

year with Wi scon sdtnaditipnRly ablué datklareyoe st at e
going to bring Wisconsin? What did he really bring?

| thought, Somebody from Florida, somebody from Ohio, somebody
from Virginia, somebody from those states would be a political advantage to

25 As part of the [John] McCain presidenti@mpaign, Sarah Palin, then the incumbent Governor of Alaska,
was officially nominated by acclamation at the 2008 Republican National Convention on September 3, 2008.
The McCairi Palin ticket lost the 2008 presidential election on November 4 to the Barark&llwe Biden

ticket.

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vice_presidential_candidacy of Sarah_Palin#:~:text=As%20part%200f%20t
he%20McCain,Barack%200bama%E2%80%93J0e%20Biden%20ticket.)
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DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

getting electoral votes. Paul Ryan was not that, necessarily, but his speech last
night é

But | did; | appreciatetiis whole tenure as the budget negotiator for
the House and what he did. They actually passed budgets in the House. They
never did in the Senate; Democrats <cou
passing budgets, and Ryan was fiscally responsible. Theydeeng the
things that had to be done. Peopl e may

But anyway, his speech last night, | thought was phenomenal; | really
did. I was very impressed with him, and | think the crowd was too.

So it sold you that he was the righbate as the vice presidential candidate?

Well , that wil!/ remainé Heds got to br
because he isnd6t going to bring anythi
exposure during the election that | hope he does, thenuie: @o a lot. But

l 6m afraid it will be all focused on R
and Ryan will just have a few skirmish
wi || be it. Uswvually thatodés the case. T

would be a good thing for the Republican Party and their chances to get
elected.

The pundits think that, 1 f hebés front
with him are front and center.

Well , thatoés the pr oblidpaséhisbidget,ands a pr
there were some things in there, of <co
when wedre talking the debt we have an
future of our kids and grandigsothes, heods
waves in that regard.

But youdre right; i1itdéds all about wh
[ Obama] administrationés record is. An
not afraid to take them on, bubestt he ad

(laughs).

To bring it from the national to the state level, two of the issues that are very
much in play right now are Medicare and Medicaid. Certainly, when we get
into the discussions of the 1990s and the Edgar Administration, Medicaid
espeally is going to be one of the issues that you all are going to have to
wrestle with.

So, | et 6s get back to the state | ev
earlier parts of your career, because | discovered that there might be a couple
of interesting stoes to talk about, and | wanted to ask you about your first
piece of legislation.
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Watson: The first bill I ever had (laughs) was to allow for open season on coyotes in
lllinois. There was a season, a hunting season for them, and they were creating
havoc n the agriculture community, from livestock to the grain farmer, it
didndét matter. They arenot really a pl
It wasndét | i ke we were trying to take

It was the open season on coyotes. | was in the Hotisatdime, and
of course, they still do this. |l 6ve ne
that goes on, but people, during the debate, bring up all kinds of silly things for
your first bill. Like | said, | never participated in it, but | waseaipient of it,

of course, when | |l egal i zedé
DePue: This is part of your initiation?
Watson: This is initiation. This is the hazing part of the General Assembly. Anyway, |

can remember there was several people that commented about the coyotes of

Las Vegasand how is that going to be impacted by my legislation? It was all

fun. But anyway, it was a serious problem, and it was an issue that needed to

be addressed. ltdés still a | aw, so the
a soluti on, epealddit Soétlyink weadide¢ha right thing.

DePue: How about a POW [Prisoner of War] license plate bill? Were you a sponsor of
that bill early in your career, as well?

Watson: We had a really active POW organization out of primarily Clinton County, St.
Clair County. Those people were kind of lost in the whole process of veterans.
The POWs have served in prisoners of w
a young man from Greenville who was MIA [Missing in Action], so it was
kind of prisoners of war or MN kind of went together, missing in action. His
name was Art Bollinger. He was a year ahead of me in class. When | was a
Jaycee, we started the Art Bollinger Award for the best athlete, best student,
best | eader, because t mdibdlkgewHeawdas he wa
just an outstanding young man. Him being missing in action, over in Laos
during Vietnam. He was a pilot.
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DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

So this organization, | was just attracted
to them, the POW group out of Clinton

County. | 6ve never me i
group ofpeople in my life than those people.
What we did was we just established a license &
plate for prisoners of war. They had their own
logo on it and, of course, numbers one through L
whatever. That was done, and that was, | think
worthy of veterans and peopleat have served
and really kind of paid maybe an extra
sacrifice. Of course, not the ultimate, like
some, like Art Bollinger did. They did find his Jim Thompson signs the first bll Frank Watson
. . , est
rerr_]alns flnally_! about te_n! twe_lve year_s later' ﬁggrr::gr;latg Sen. I:sbirtlilliltgglzr stands on
which was terrible for his family to wait that long the right and Rep. Lary DiPrima stands behind
H atsonos e t S ou er .
to knowwhat really might have happened. from Watsonbs district
Veterans groups are always very
appreciative of things you do for them, and that was a strong constituency of
mined especially Clinton County and | was glad to do it.
When did you become involved in the Education Gottee? Was that one of
your earliest assignments?
I n the Senate it was. I wasndt on the
when | came over to the Senate, | got on the Education Committee.
Was that one of the committees that you weretingrio get on?
Oh, yeah. My wife is in education. She was an early childhood teacher. | had
an interest in education through her,
being from a rural district, and education is important in our area, adcfy
was important. So, | wanted to be involved in that.
Webve already discussed your <career i

see if you remember anything about the 1985 Educational Reform Act. The
reason | mention that is Phil Pogue, wha good friend of yours and was the
superintendent of schools down in the Greenville area, was telling me all about
this.

Thatds right, yes.

Do you remember that piece of legislation?

Is that when Edgar was governor?

No. This is 1985, and it included 160 pieces of legislation, little pieces that all
went into this omnibus bill, | guess, on educational reform.
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DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

No, I dondt. Anything that triggers i

It was Thompson, State testingddearning goals and math science academy,
alternative education for dropouts, fiedergarten, teacher and principal
evaluation, Casmir Pulaski Day.

Now that you bring that up, | can certainly talk to you about a few of those. |
wasnot wetessahel math science academy
the mainstream education kids, and that was going to be an expense that could

t

have gone into elementary and secondar
favor of that .r oWwaeynbet o nbet iameg o otdd st hpi ng;

But as | wunderstand, thereds only one
suburbs.
ltds in Auror a. I 6m sure the kids that

what cost, and could thbe better spread over all of education?

Casmir Pulaski Day, | was a strong
know we have the second largest Polish population in the Chicago area,
outside of Warsaw, Poland. Thedtdos f

i n
be establishing days for everybody th
day, because this was going to be a holiday.

e
a

This wasnbét a commemorative holiday
got off of school. | j unmkitwashlofacg ht |, Let
was just out in Delaware on a vacation. We were in Delaware. We drive up to
the Brandywine Creek area in Pennsylvania, and here is a sign that says,

ACasi mir Pulaski.o | should have stopp
guss he was a Revolutionary War hero, ¢
but once again, those kids need to be

Pulaski was, or cared. | was against that, and we repealed that later.
But you wer emeréyou?successful,

Well, it became a commemorative holiday. Now, they go to school on it. But

they have to teach something about Cas

being done; I dondt know.

Let me take an opportunity to ask you about fharticular school educational

reform topic. Thatdéds the continued mov
consolidated school s. Oftenti mes, i f oy
your school. Thatdods a very comhaenti ous

Is that a healthy trend, to make larger schools and to consolidate?

Well, | arger isndot necessarily better
lllinois, that ought to be consolidated. | can remember a meeting that | attended
in MadisonCounty. It was the regional superintendents plus school boards.
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Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

Some guy got up in fact the superintendent from Livingstbiine got up and

sai d, AWhat about us?sWméye gotwhastehe
and AWhat are we sappos@@Gonvoldio?at ¢ wwi
Well , youdéd have thought | threw a gre

especially the school board.

After the meeting was over, they just came up on a dash to talk to me
about my position ab potanadvaratesobcbuntgd at i on.
schools or whatever. |l think thereds a
if they were having problemsé [If] the
classes that the kids should have to give them a quality educatiolvatoca
into higher education. Then maybe they should look to consolidate.

But 1todos the old thing. I was an Ea
son is going to play basketball there.
That 6 s o ktaayn;d It huantd ecrosmp |l et el y, but it 0s

consider. Are they getting the best education they can to compete at the higher
education level?

There are some districts that needed to consolidate, but in actuality, |
always said the last bill p®nsored, in the last session | would be in, would be
some sort of consolidation bill, becau
I

suggests that you close a school n m
whole economic welbeing of their commuty, is a school.

Or their identity?

Or their identity. You eliminate that,

to think about the kids and whatods bes
consolidation would be a good thing.

A couple other issues came up in the 1980s, that | would think captured your
attention. One was DUI [Driving While Intoxicated] legislation. Early in the

680s, |l believe, Secretary of State Ed
loopholes and tighten thingpuThen, towards the end of the decade, a

movement began to change the [blood alcohol content] limit from 1.0 to .08
[percent], | think.

My position on that has always beeneée |
nineteen, not a good vote in rayea, necessarily, in my home county. We

didndét allow alcohol in the area for a
ol d, usually youdre a high school gr ad
were voting; youove agdatcoha cohsonptionf r espo

should be a responsible thing also. So | just voted to keep it nineteen. Well, of
course, it went to twentgne; that all changed, and probably, maybe it should
have. But at the time, | just felt like that age group should be resp®nsible

and be able to handle the alcohol situation, even on lowering of blood alcohol.
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DePue:
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DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

|l didndét want soci al drinkers or pe
couple of beers or whatever, after work, to become considered alcoholics, and
t hat 6lsapyheats. When you get a DUI, ther.
triggered, that youdve got to do. I 6m
driving drunk on the highway, but | felt that .1 was adequate, and that was fine.
It was working towards zero®lr ance al most, which | do]
good at all.
Was that the kind of issue that youodd
constituency?

Oh, yeah, | heard a lot from them.
The bar owners?

Bar owners, true, theyodre under the gu
dondt know oftenti mes, where somebody
place, and if they consume too much and leave, that the bar owner is somewhat
responsible. Anyway, | jaghought that .1 was adequate. That was fine. But it

had been working toward zero tolerance
good at all.

Was that the kind of issue that youod
constituency?

Oh, yeahl heard a lot from them.
Bar owners?

Bar owners, true. They were under the gun on this thing somewhat because

they donét know, oftenti mes, where som
their place. I f theyove whatresponsideds t 0 0 m
the bar owner. Anyway, | just thought that .1 was adequate. So | was against
lowering the blood alcohol level.

One other piece of legislation that occurred, | think, towards the end of the

1980s, right at the end, was mandatarjpansurance.

| was against that too. I't seems | i ke
fact, when | was in the Senate, there was three of us, and they called us the

Ared |l ight district.o (both | augh) It
Schuneran, three senators that sat in a row, right on the aisle.

Cal?

Cal Schuneman, heds a friend of mi ne,

|l atel y; heés from DuPage County. But t
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Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

because we were alwaysva@in no on everything. |l dono
think that |1 6m against everything.

But mandatory automobile insurance,
wor k. |l 6ve yet to see a study that sho
| have insuranceye would have had it anyway. Has it raised rates? The fact
that youdve got now, we have all the p

they have special pools for different types of drivers. Accifieat drivers are
over here, and then people thathavemeo acci dents or more Vv
in another pool.

Anyway, |l just thought that mandato
anything being dictated from Springfield or Washington, to the local people. |
never felt good a beatbdlts; twhsalways dpposedtdn 6t ¢
that, and | was at mandatory automobile insurance.

|l think this one is out of cycle here.
you tell me about the cycle of the legislative year and the change of when you
wertintothd What 6s t he ter modthéextrtaordinamn | ooki ng
session, where you needed a different percentage of the vote to be able to pass
anything. You changed the legislative year. When did that occur?

That occurred when we took contrblvas a big advocate of that. In fact, |
introduced a constitutional amendment.

So this would have occurred in 1995?

Ninety-f i ve or maybe even 0690. It could ha
think, were onboard on this. There was prettycimbipartisan support for it,

because June 30 had always been our deadline date, and then the fiscal year
started July 1. That was for everybody; | mean that was school districts.

A I ot of people didndét know what to
Someimes, when we went after July 1 and went into the next fiscal year, they
didndét know what Kkind of revenue they
More importantly, June was always a good family month. That was a month
that kids were out of school, usyall a beaut i f ul month; i11t0
would be in July and August. We were here in Springfield, so my thought was,
|l etds just take the adjournment date f

April 30?

That was my proposal, Aprl 30, because | thought, Y
because Memori al Dayb6s in there, and t
back. Letbdbs get it done, in other word
in January, on Wednesday, get sworn in, ddallthings we have to do, and

get busy and get it done. Thereds no r
than what we do. Then web6éd have al/l t h
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the summer months, instead of being here, because we were here a lot. We
were here after July 1 many times.

So, | introduced a constitutional amendment. Well, that was not

acceptable, April 30. So May 31 was de
fine with me. Anything was better than
what we had, and thatdés how it changed

| 6ve been told that your wife even had

(laughs) She did actually. She organized the spouses of senators, and she wrote
letters and yeah. We had two small kids at home, andsitouh on them.

Someti mes they came up here with us. T
early years, but then it got to the po
necessarily interested in coming to Springfield. So they were at home, and |

was here. Tat was a problem; that was an issue for me, for them, for my wife.

So yeah, she got involved and wrote letters to different legislators or spouses

and really was pretty effective (both laugh).

Got the home front backing you, huh?

Yeah,andi at was good, and | know it was ef
for the May 31 deadline.

Specifically, what happens after May 31?

They get thredifths vote required to pass anything, with immediate effective
date. So thatdéds a budget.

Which, in most years in this state, means that the minority party gets to have a
voice in what the legislation is going to end up being.

That 06s r ifiihs vote usfallyt nfeans tee minority party is required to

be a participant in whaver passes. That can be a plus and a minus, but most
times itdéds a plus because you want to
the sidelines and let everybody do their thing, the majority party. You wanted

to have a say i n woftemttmésshappengd@afeemtheng, and
amendment. With it came a lot of headaches, because you now had to be part

of the majority.

You mentioned that this was an amendment?
A constitutional amendment.
To the lllinois StateConstitution?

Thatos right. And it was voted on by t
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Letbébs get into the early part of the E
1990, in a squeaker election. We finis
inaugurated January 14. Atthtime, | would think most of the country was
riveted to whatodés going on in IlIraq and
fact, is the beginning of Operation Desert Stéfido you remember that

much, or was your perspective pretty well focused oe staties?

|l woul dndét have been able to tell you
Storm, it was just a little wind, really, unless you were there, of course. But to
talk about it as a real waré We just w
may be we should have kept going. Thatos
George W. Bush would say; we should have kept going and doing some more
things than what we did, just freeing
we got it done with minimal casuis.

Were you surprised at all by the reaction of the public, once the units started to
return back home?

In what way?

Well, you had the Vietnam War, and individual soldiers, sailors, Marines,

came back and were not treated well by plablic. And suddenly, after the

Gulf Wars, there were parades i n most
Yeah, and | felt bad for the Vietham War veterans. | can remember giving
speeches about that, Veteranb6és Day spe
Fourth of dily, whatever it was. | can remember talking about the fact that we,
somehow, for some reason, didnét recog
we have others.

Then when | did that, the Korean ve
you know, wkl wereobdbgnreed either.o | g
happens. Of course, it was such a controversial war, the Vietham War, that
people wanted to forget about it.

Before | get too far into the 0690s, we
you had a role in that. But when we got
start with figuring out what el ection
senator. What were the years you were going to have to run?

Well, I ran, of course, inadisttic | di dnét | ive in. I n 19
in such a way that my home was in Vinc

think, forty-nine.

26 On January 16, 1991, President George H. W. Bush announced the staat @fauld be called Operation
Desert Storm, a military operation to expel occupying Iraqi forces from Kuwait, which Iraq had invaded and
annexed months earlighttps://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2016/01/operatitesertstorm25-yearssince
thefirst-gulf-war/424191/)
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DePue: But the 1990 districts, | would assume , worked more to your advantage, in
part because you had a role toypia t.

Watson: Oh, yeah.

DePue: So what years in the 690s were you goi

Watson: I n t he 69 0 sygartermdnd a twygear tefmandithen a foyear. |
believe thatoés what it was.

DePue: So, 0694, 696, 200072

Watson: lran i n 692 against Craig Virgin, of cold
from the University of lllinois, held records in the 5000 meter, 10,000 meter, a
| ocal hero. Everybody thought | was fi
four-year and then avo-year andthenafooyear . The first, in
youbdbre talking about the 1980s, when |

DePue: |l guess I 6m a little bit confused abou

in the first place. | thought, when you had explainedatl#ist time, that after
each redistricting, you had to figure out tysear, fouryear, fouryear, how
that mix was going to work?

Watson: Thatds correct. There was a drawing or
cycle you were in. You either went fetour-two, fourtwo-four, or twafour-
four, during that ten year period, between the census. That was always
determined usuallyé Well, [it was] nev
always done by the majority party.

DePue: So if you ran in 1992, thatould suggest you had a tviour-four cycle.

Watson: l s that right? Did |I run again in 069472
DePue: |l dondt know. l 0m asking.

Watson: |l &m not sure.

DePue: It sounds | i ke you werendt much worrie
Watson: I n 692, wheQr ai g awi raggiani,nsltdm seri ous, f

going to get beat. There were polls that were taken that showed that | was in a

real big trouble. But | worked hard, had a great organization, good people,
really invol ved. WeerusFedantkh ea gaali dh,. of TWee
was, AFrank who?06 for a |l ong ti me, and
Whoo?0 Then it was always, AdAPoor ol d F
the remaps. 0 But this was a map that w
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Craig Virgin was a good candidate. He was a former Republican. In
fact, he even talked about running as a County Board member, as a
Republican. | can recall being in his kitchen when we tried to recruit him to
run for County Boar dRon $ephensanddweree at t h
sitting ther® | was a state répwe were sitting there, and Craig Virgin says,

A No, [ dondét think so. I dondt think I
|l 6m going to run against youfacthveank ,b f
were maybe even talking about him possibly running for congress against Jerry

Costello. Anyway, Il said, AThis meetin

We walked out, and that was that. He, of course, filed and did run. That
was a pretty expensive election, but wetla by over 10,000 votes and put
a |l ot of the political expertsékind of
me out of the General Assembly.

It sounds like, after that election, you had smoother sailing.

| did. The next election waslady by the name of Wilma Pidgeon. | believe

that was it. Well, | 6m not positive;
been in the 680s. Anyway, yes, things
knowing what years | ran.

That s i ndethingti ve of som
Yeah. | may not have even had an opponent (laughs).

Wedbre now at the point where we need t
1992. Let me set it up this way. The country is in a recession, and in the early
part of Edalgge® worsg ®rahe first yeartand a half or so. It

makes balancing a budget much more difficult. To make matters worse for the

Edgar Administration, he comes in with a $1 billion deficit that he inherited

from the Thompson Administration. So hisfirs t ake on t he budge
to fill a billion dollar hole. o It mad
and contentious budget battle that first year.

Yes, very contentious, yes

Early on, he was making recommendations for budgest He got the

nickname, fAGovernor No, 06 and fAEdgar Sc
one?’
Yes, I do remember thatéafter the movi

27 Edgar Scissorhands was a nickname some gave to lllinois Governor James Edgar Bdsextan
Scissorhandsa 1990 American fantasy romance film about an artificial humanoid n&chedrd an
unfinished creation who has scissor blades inlstédands.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Scissorhands)
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Part of what he had run on in the el ec
income tax surcharge was schisdl to go out, and he was talking about

extending that, which meant that, personal income fakegsad been at 2.5
percent, until 6089, dvwoaldhbe kept atvd@ pescent.ai s e d
For corporate taxes, whi tod.8peeantched per c
was advocating locking in both of those. Once you got into this budget crisis,

what was your position on extending those rates?

Oh, | supported the governor. | thought it was the right thing to do.
Had you run on that pdgn?

Not necessarily. No, Il dondot recall th
course, when the whole thing blew up.
thought it was a prudent thing to do. The budget needed some support.

Now, he deserved the Governor No thing, because he was the most
fiscal responsible governor that | served under. He had to cut, and he did. He
wasnodét the most popul ar governor at th
history has proven that he probably wagfsctive or doing the right thing,
|l etds say, as much as anyone el se.

So, as a proud member of the Red Light District (Watson laughs), you were
proud of him being Governor No, huh?

Right, right. Well, he had to make some cuts, and vergpuar as they were,

they had to be done. Thatds so much di
nobody seems to take any responsibility. He did, and | think our state is better
of f for him being governor. ltdés too b

because he would have been maybe a good U.S. Senator or [for] who knows
how long, serving as governor. | appreciated him as governor, not necessarily

in 1991, when we were stil!]l t here. Whe
shirt said, fdAormurduivedl Buadgeal s¢o | t
my glasses.

Well, it says 19 here. | thought that the budget was finally passed on July 19.
Well, it could have been at midnight.
It probably was.

It probably was. They wearyauo wn. That és the whole id
session, is wear you down until you finally get into something. The idea was,

of course back then, that the budget had to be cut. Unpopular a decision as it

was, it had to be done, and | was willing to be & pkthat.

You mentioned earlier that the fiscal year for the state starts July 1. So, going
into July 18, July 19, there were payrolls.
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Payrolls, sure. There was payrolls, Medicaid, and there was a lot of people out
t her e t h a if they wetengoing tokget pard or not. Now, | think we
actually did make an extension. We passed something that enabled us to make
that payrol |l
constitutional deadline of June 30, becausg Idtarts the next year.

Il b

el i

eve. But

If you do these kind of things, where it goes over
into late July, then it creates a big issue for state
government and all levels. Think of how costly that woul

have to be, having to go through all thatwent through;
all the state agencies are trying to adjust to no budget.

Webdr e |

Survived Budget Storm, July-1J u | vy
something that was on the Republican side or the

Democrat side?

No, I think it came from Joel Brunsvold, I think, | believe.
He did one of those shirts. Joel Brunsvold was a
Democrat House member, and he was a highly respecte
and highly regarded alderman that became director of
iGnhaaymdres directort

conseryv

ooking

ati on.

of natural resources.

at

Department of Natural Resources.

On both sides?

Oh, yeah, just the fact that you were there.

yeah, th

conserva

Senator Watson, while in retirement
in August 2012, wears a t-shirt
originally worn after an overtime
session in the summer of 1991 due to

Governor

t he

Edgar 6s

- stateds budge
Department of Natural Resources, and the building at thekepubiicans counted the results a? a

fairgrounds is named after him. But | think he was the ongctory.
that put those together, but it was a very papitem, obviously.

What was your attitude at that time? Were you proud that the governor and the

Republicans held out long enough to basically win the budget fight?

Oh, yeah, | think so, yes, because something had to be done. You can only
look to Washington, to Springfield today, and see that nothing is getting done.
ut of control
a naing dooet At leastgith £dgér, Governor Edgar, had the
wherewithal to stand up for some principles and do what had to be done. And |
was, like | said, pleased to support him.

Wedre o
|l evel ,

on our

de

bt, bot h

We started this session today, talking about your speech you had to thige a

Sangamo Club.

Youobr e

getting
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The issue there is going to be pensions. Do you recall how pensions figured
into the budget that year?

| recall that we passed a bill under Jim Edgar that sent the pengiont e mé
The undeifunded liability of the pension systems, we start a progression
through the years, to pay that off. We were doing very well with that, thank
you, until Rod Blagojevich.

|l dondt think that was this year. That

No, that was not 091. |l dondt remember
forgotten or forgiven during that ti me
hot issue at that time. It only became a hot issue under Blagojevich, because he

was just skippingpayments every year, advocating it, blatantly. Two thousand

three was when that all started. | can remember@00é were a part of that

process theim and him wanting to do that.

Another initiative in that time fran@this would be one that | think you
leadership especially, Pate Philip, would be pushing for strénigla property
tax cap for the collar counties, DuPage, Kane, Lake, Will, McHenry
Countie® Those are, in lllinois, what we call the collar counties of Cook,
obvioushd t hat i t @mymbrethad & max eate of & percent or the
rate of inflation. What were your feelings about that?

| supported that. Wasnot that where yo
were going to go over?

|l &m not sur e. I wasnot aware of t hat .

You had to have some sort of special meeting to advocate, for people to come
in and discuss, debate whether the taxes should be raised over a certain
amount. But yes, tax caps were a big item for Pate Philip.

But that has no impact on you, dow Bond County.

Not necessarily, with theé What do the
Amendment ? Maybe weodore talking about t
|l know | ater on they extended it to th

occurred in tis time frame.

Okay. Well, 1 did support a suburban tax cap. As | look back on that, of course,

l 6m not sure that was the thing, becau
more available to those school districts who have a very local strongsix ba
That s the reason theyodre having such

At that time, most of the school funding came from property taxes:
industrial, commercial, residential, and very little from the state. Some would
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say that wa s nliutthepddhave ashigh taxlagsessed valuagtion
in their local school districts, and that enabled them to raise most of their
money locally. But the taxes were out of hand and raising rapidly, and this was
a way to try to put a limit on it.

Januarpof 1992, the economy isndét doing mu
probably gotten worse. Revenues havenbo
[necessary] level, and Edgar is looking at needing to slash another $300

million from the f justonahe thyeshadof begn@ingb udge
the 0693 discussions. But youdbve got to
make more cuts in that particular year

| do. I remember that t hesiamalemgsimet wo ye
both years, all about the budget. | can remember talking to Speaker Mike

Madigan on one occasion, particularly, where | was an advocate for reducing

some taxes. He told me, he said, AFran
taxes. Weobgmpermdbiong. 0 That was pretty t
the difference is between the two parties. Anyway, that was my experience,

and that was one of the first times | ever talked with Mike Madigan (laughs),

was that particular point.

Then, of carse, Mike Madigan, being Speaker of the House, would
have made it tough to get anything. In fact, both chambers were in Democratic
control in 0692. We didnoét take control
for him [Gov. Edgar] to have to deal withiPRock, who was the president of
the Senate, and Mike Madigan, Speaker of the House. When the Speaker of the
House says, AWedbre not about tax reduc
an issue Edgar had to deal with.

Does this discussion in Ja
di scussion you got about t

As it was in 69172
Yeah.

Yeah. | candt remember how many days w
few days.

You went into early July, and | know the state did not miss a payroll that time

around. When | talked to Governor Edgar about this same thing, he felt like he

was a winner coming 2Hefeltlikehe prdbably 6 91 bud
didndéte wi9or Bbhmdget fight for the fiscal

28 Governor Edgaro6s Oral History is available on the A
https://lwww2.illinois.gov/ALPLM/LIBRARY/COLLECTIONS/ORALHISTORY/ILLINOISSTATECRAF
T/EDGAR/Pags/default.aspx
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| woul dndét necessarily agree with him
the majority of Democrats in both the House and the Senate. They were in the
majority. So, for him notto geteverytmg he wanted, maybe t|

looking at. But | think, when the history books close on the Edgar

Administratiord and they are getting close to the final chapter | would

assum@ that he will be thought of as a good, fiscal responsible governor. |
wouldndét say he |l ost that battle at all

One of the things | do know is that, once the budget reached his desk, he

tri mmed another $30 million from the |
item veto. That kind of leads to another question. IrStiage of lllinois, the
governod maybe thatés a discussion, we oug|l

amendatory veto discussion. Maybe we ought to wait for Blagojevich to get
into that (Watson laughs).

That was a big issue with him (both laugh).

Il 61l turn it a different direction her
suddenly downtown Chicago is floodé¥Phey punched a hole in the
basement someplace, and the Chicago River was flooding downtown.

The Chicago River went downtown. | decall that, and of course, that was a
real problem for them. That disrupted commerce up there considerably, and of
course, the Chicago River, | think they actually had to close the Chicago River
to traffic, | think, is what they did. So that had a majppact on the City of
Chicago.

Letbébs get into the 1992 election cycl e
year. Any reflections on what was going on at the national level, where you

have the Democrats with Bill Clinton. George [H. W.]Bush isning for
reelection, but youdve got Ross Perot

| thought George Bush was a cinch, to be honest with you. Of course, Ross

Perot had a major i mpact. He took off
Per ot 6 s meos.Hawas a fiscally regponsible candidate, so he took
votes, | 6m sure, away from George Bush
We al | remember the, fARead my | ips,
And Bi |l | Clinton wins. Things didnot g

year. Thenext election cycle was different.

29 The Chicago flood occurred on April 13, 1992, when repair work on a bridge spanning the Chicago River
damaged the wall of an abandoned and disused utility tunnel beneath the river.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_flood)

30 In his 1988 acceptance adds at the 1988 Republican National Convention, George H.W. Bush pledged,
"Read my lips: no new taxes." Bush, however, did raise taxes, and his words were used against him in an
attack ad during the 1992 presidential campaign.
(http://content.time.com/tieispecials/packages/article/0,28804,1859513 1859526 1859516,00.html)
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Yeah, in 694. Weodl |l get to that one as
of lllinois, especially.

| might have this one out of sequence as well, but | wanted to ask you,
since webdr e toanlsk,i niigP uanbcohu t1 Oe,10e cthiat t h a't
practice ended. Do you recall?

It ended when we took control of both the House and the Senate, and Edgar

was still governor. Punch 10 was Cook
party votinginCookG@unty. Punch 10 was the Democ
ballot; you look for a number ten; you punched that. That was a straight party
ticket. It was very effective. |l 6ve ne
good thing; | never have. | felt it was abdss that time. Anyway, when we

took control, we eliminated straight party balloting in lllinois.

That gets us into 1993. Budget battl es
because the economy is improving a little bit by that time. But this is an

important year, in your case and for the lllinois Senate, because the

Republicans now take the majority in the Senate.

We elect, | think, thitt hr ee Republ i cans in the 692
map that we, of course, were participants in drgwirhe only time during my
thirty-some years [that] the Republicans actually drew the map was that year.

And | was a part of that. So it was good that we took advantage of what we

had. Our process in drawing that mapé
we were kind of majority driven, versus the candidate.

Right.

We talked about that. We had a good majority, and we elected Pate Philip as
president of the senate. | remember going in to talk with Pate Philip and Stan
Weaver. Stan Weaver wass righthand man; he was majority leader, from
Champaign, a wellespected member. Pate called us all in, just to tell us what
hedd |i ke for us to do for the coming
the map, and | was hoping to go into leadershifriend of mine, Walter

Dudycz from Chicago, he and | were both map participants, and we both

thought we deserved our shot at a leader.

Anyway, | gointohi m, and Pate says, AWeodd I
leadership, Frank, and be an assistant majodtydee r . 6 Of cour s e, I
happy with that, and I was glad to do
request for you. Wedbd I|ike for you to
Commi ttee. O

That was kind of unheard of, that people who were in leadership at that
time were chairmen of committees. Usually that was just the members who
were outside of leadership. They were chairmen or minority spokesmen on a
committee; leaders were not involved. | thought, This is a digression from

111



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

what we normally had done. He saidWe want you to be chai
Education Committee; we want John Maitland to be chairman of the

Appropriations Committee, and we want Aldo DeAngelis to be revenue
chairman. 0o All three of us were in | ea

So thatodés what mdg arewdrdctiondeldadat was
|l ot of new members at that time, so th
experienced members in as committee chair and then let the other members
kind of get experience before they started out.

There had been so muckpansion now in committees, because of the
stipend you get as a committee chairman. You get an $8,000 a year stipend to

be chairman of a committee. Now t heyodv
everything, so everybodyods @getstmai r man
stipend. But anyway, back then it wasn
Thatos just the kind of thing that the

about.
Oh, yeah, and they should be.

Were you given the chairmanship and gettiritgtla extra money as a bone for
being a good member, or were there some things that he expected to happen in
the Education Committee?

What happened i ndandcpeopléifl iRy dsstliceneMeri on wa's
understood thid the lllinois Education Assmation and the lllinois Federation

of Teachers, of course, are the unions. Teachers in my district, who are

members of those associations, knew that | was, what they felt, a friend of
teachers, a friend of education.

Now, I di dndt Htheccellsciva barghinngissuespor t a
that came before the General Assembly
that collective bargaining should be done locally. Sometimes you bring an
i ssue to the state, and it ddbeforthe t he
one youbre trying to i mpact. Let those
necessarily do all this at the state level.

(7]

| wasndét supportive of all their ma
school districts, so the unions were always aganes They were never for
me , unt il finally they knew they coul d

in Craig Virgindés campaign against me
down personnel into the district.

Pate knew that if | was going to bleairman of the Education
Committee, | was not necessarily going to be friendly to the IEA, the unions of
the state. Teachers, one thing; unions
there (laughs), truth be known.
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Is there a difference, philogbically, between the lllinois Education
Association and the lllinois Federation of Teachers?

Very much so, |l al ways felt so. I felt
Then the I EA changed a | ot, | inohi nk, s
the fiscal issues of schools, versus all this bargaining stuff that | was talking

about, all these issues of dealing with personnel and all that, class size and

mi ni mum salaries and that kind of thin
bargained locallyThey kind of got away from that. | felt that the IEA was

more of a professional organization, where the IFT was more of a union.

What does that mean, more of a union?
More stringent. They were tougher to deal with.

More interested iprotecting teachers, even if there were questions about their
competence?

| think both associations were guilty of that. | always felt that there are bad
teachers, and there are bad politici
Butassocr ati ons | i ke the I EA and | FT tak
protect them all. | always felt that that was a mistake on both their parts.

an
e

Maybe it was because the IEA had more representation in my area, that
| had more interaction with them lotglbecause | did have a lot of support
from teachers, the individual teachers, who knew what | was about and were
willing to help me. | had a couple of individuals who really helped me a great
deal with the IEA, that were from my district, from my homeatowho kind of
set up meetings for them to understand

Instead of thisold,ane ducati on guy, heds not ne
Heés somebody who you can work with. T
ultimately, like | said, suppted me in the end.

When youbre selected to be part of the
you say the majority leader was?

Stan Weaver from Champaign.

What was your role going to be in the leadership?

Assistantmajory | eader . That was the title. I
say, five assistant majority leaders, the caucus chairman and then the majority

leader.

Is there any difference in the duties that all these assistant majority leaders
have?
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Not necessarily. We were assigned members to communicate with, with what
leadership thought we should be doing, on the direction, and get input from the

me mber s . | was a big advocate of that,
Communication was key.

Thatwasone of Pate Philipbdbs strengths,
He was always very open with us and candid with us, to a fault sometimes. He
was al mosté That was refreshing to us,
always knew where he stood. I think theisant leaders were more or less
there to communicate the | eaderodés posi
members input back.

How important was party discipline to Senator Philip?
It was pretty important.
Were you expected to toe thadi once he determined what his position was?

Well, we all talked about it, in eithe
what our position should be, and usually we came out united, not always, but
usually.

Was he any good at listewg or basically dictating?

Well, his philosophy, everybody knew w
People didnét have to worry where he s
go into a caucus, and | think that oftentimes people would respécitba,
they knew he could be intimidating too. He was very vocal in his wishes, and
thereds nothing wrong with that. Thato
want from a | eader. Thatoés why you el e
and he was.
Did you have a sense that if you diffe
out?
No. No, he wouldndét; he wouldndté 1|1 ob6ve
asked me to come in, and we talked about our differences. He probably was
right on one occasion, maybe not necessarily right on the other. | can
appreciate that.

We comefromdif er ent parts of the state t

County Republican, where I 6m a downst a
Bond County. So we had different views on some things, on education

funding, being one. That was one we had fought battlesi adw should

fund education.
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Hi s perception of his own | eadershi
was that the Senate Republicans probably had the most democratic, small D,
democratic caucus.

| was going to say, where are we going wiitis? Democratic, yes, because he
had a lot of caucuses. He kept us informed. The people had input. You could
always speak your mind, if you wanted to speak your mind on something, and
many people did, in caucusethnkmnog! |
people agreed [on] what needed to be done, because he was always an
advocate of fAdo the right thing. o

Is that because, among the caucus members, you would talk things out until
you did achieve that consensus?

In many cases, somases, yes. | would agree with him that we were the most
democratic caucus of the four, because we did have a lot of input. He would go
to meetings and sayé Hedéd go to the

|l eaders, the AFour Topsbdtapndandehgodd
at

got to take this to my caucus. 0 Th

You mentioned the Four Tops. Oftentimes observers of lllinois politics are
critical because it seems like so much of the legislative power retesm
four caucus leaders: the two leaders in the House, the two leaders in the

Senate, and then youdve got the gov
to the governor, when it really gets down to the crunch time on the budget, for
example. Theysot t hings out. Whatodés your o

centralized control that the leaders had?

| had no problem with that. Being a
got to have some sort of control. It would be chaotic to try to be deaiihg.

We did this on some occasions, trying to deal with multiple caucuses and
trying to get decisions made. Youobr
leaders, and then they take it back to their caucus. Sometimes the caucus
woul dndt agr mesthatihdydad & gabaak.erhat, io me, is a
form of the government structure that | think has been effective.

|l can understand why people woul
comes from the political side of it, because they control a lot of tneyn
thatds raised and goes to candidate
about how leaders have been, more on the political side than on the
governmental side. You have to have some structure.

Did you have a goodafffel ati onship wi

Oh, yeah. The senate staff in the capitol, it was recoghiaed still i as
the best staff in the building. The Democrats and other members would refer to
our staff many times, because we were experienced; we had good people that
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were theredr a long period of time, and they were very knowledgeable and
very professional. Thatodés still the ca

Any names that stand out to you on that staff?

Well, Carter Hendren, at that time he was chief of stafthkenyder, he was

our education staff member. Hedés now m
effective. Tom Taylor was assistant to Carter Hendren. Pate put a lot of

responsibility with the stadf | 6 | | h a v & maybe mareatlyan ltwbuddt

have. We had competepeople, so why not?

Did being in a position of leadership give you more insight into how the
legislature worked, how legislation got crafted?

Oh, very much so, yeah. | became mor e
majority, you sponsor legisiaton. When youdére in the mi
very seldom do you sponsor anything significant. In fact, when | became

leader, that was one thing | wanted to do, because | was always a constituent
oriented legislator; take care of people. That was famycsuccess in my

campaigning and election. But as | became leader, | wanted to be more of the
legislative, emphasize on that part of the role of state government. And | did.

Much of what | wanted to talk about ne
Vi ews on. |l 6m going to give you a chanc
basically talk about where youdbre at o

philosophy, if you will, just kind of go through some of the major areas of
concern. Thi edalooateguiteyadom, budgetary isslek and
financial issues. How would you describe yourself at that time?

Fiscally responsible. Thatodos what |1 06ve
spend money you donét haveyollber @ower e
against something that was probably a popular thing, but you voted against it
because you knew the money wasnodét goin
project, whatever it might be. I think
was vey fiscally responsible.

I f you | ooked through the budget, what
AThis i s something that government has
on it?o0

| always felt education and transportation were presitilrransportation being

roads, bridges and highways throughout lllinois, and of course, education
beingé Higher education always used to
into elementary and secondary education. That was because, primarily, we had
StanWeaver, who represented the University of lllinois, and John Maitland

was from Bloomington, and he was an lllinois State [University
representative]. They were strong advo
away from that, way, way away from that. N&es wonder why tuition is so
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high. Il tds that the State is not puttd.i
contributing as they had And | thi k
education.

Certainly education is one of the major portions of thegbticbut at that time,
also there was a growing need in Medicaid expenses, welfare, social services,
child and family services, those things.

I understand the need for that. |l t 6s a
up, thatkindofthing But [ i tds] gotten to be a he
entitl ement. We tried to end this in ©0

Welfare Reform Bill.
| t was 095,

The generation after generation after generation just stuck in the qaagmi

poverty. Education, of course, is the answer to all that, but still, you somehow
have to kick a few people and get them
of yourself. Youbve got to be personal
someoneelsedlhe time. o0 | 6m worried that tha
country is taking, is one of more dependence.

So, taking things away from people that maybe they were accustomed
to, but getting them to understand that they do need to provide for themselves,

issomet hing |1 6m a strong believer in. |
when [ first got into politics. We had a general assistance program, and | was
pretty tight with that because | wante
getfree moneyallh t i me, whenever you need it.
provide for yourself.d Maybe that beco
phil osophy 1 6ve always had and stil] d
Part of Medicaid, digpart of Medi caid, isnodt ne

those people in need. It goes to the providers: hospitals, nursing homes,

doctors, pharmacies, all those providers out there who provide the service for

the |l ess fortunate. Tmpathelevgthaypeede, 1 f t
who pays the difference? To me, it was a hidden tax. They would shift the

burden onto the insurance companies, onto the individuals who were paying.

Of course, now itos all i nsurance. But
issue.

The other half of this discussion abou
expressed your views on that, but can you expand on it a little bit? Are there

any kind of taxes that are preferred, if you do have to find new revenue

sources?

The use tax, what | call use tax. The gas tax is a good example. We have, |
think itds ninetedmusedtebdtosggallbnoft hi nk, pe
gasoline. Gas tax is a user tax. People that use the highways, therefore, pay for
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it. | was alwaysan advocate, whenever there was a road program, that some of
that revenue come from the sale of gasoline. | would say that would be a use
tax, even to the point where people going into campgrounds, that there ought to
be some sort of sefferpetuating costthat come through that to make it work,

that make it not necessarily profitable, but just be able to pay for itself.

Any kind of use tax, | always looked at more favorably than | would of
a general tax increase, whoétaxbselwasi t 6 s s
not necessarily for.

Income tax increases. Were you opposed to those?

Yes. Income tax, sales tax, generally | was opposed to those. | did vote to keep
that one tax permanent.

Which one would trouble you more, increasepersonal income tax or
corporate income tax?

Well, theyodre tied together.
By the lllinois Constitution.

By the Illinois Constitution. Thereos
misunderstanding, maybe a difference of ghitop h y . | 6ve al ways |
want to bring the business to your community to provide work for the people

you represent, okay? How do you do that? Well, you give incentives to them,
because thatods what everybodggreatess e i s
place to live. There are issues why people decide to locate where they do. Part

of that is your tax structure.

|l f youdve got a bad tax sOHwhicht ur e,
has been happening regularly over the last ten §ear¥Viscorsin, Michigan.
Well, not necessarily Michigan, but Missouri. In fact, a bill that | sponsored
was called the EDGE program, [Economic Development for a Growing
Economy]. We got a lot of national recognition over that because it was a tax
incentive for busiasses to locate and give them tax credits, income tax credits,
on people they hire. There were some other provisions in it, but basically that
was it. It was an incentive to bring business to lllinois.

Webve gotten way away fThelasttaxhat , wa
increase just really... What was it? J
l'llinois right after that passed, beca
l' 11 inois when | can go somewhere el se

The same thing happed with the truckers tax that Blagojevich put on.
He put a huge tax on trucks, and they
domiciled in lllinois. They could be domiciled in Indiana, where a lot of them
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moved, or Missouri, or some other state aroundiié and still operate in
lllinois. Those kinds of things...

| felt that we should be providing incentives for businesses to locate, so
they can employ the people that live in lllinois.

Herebs another category of taxes, what
Sin taxes: beer tax, liquor tax.
Cigarettes.

Cigarettes, al | that . I generally didn
in lllinois of people running up and down the highway, from Missouri

primarily, Kentucky [as well], buMissouri is the least taxed state in the

country on cigarettes. |l know that the
bringing cigarettes into lllinois.

|l know people say. ASmoking is bad, o0 a
somebody lightsup acigarettetl ay because generally pe
But constantly taxing them? There is a point of diminishing returns.

They continually talk about how raising the tax on cigarettes is going to
raisea$l52 00 mil Il i on, whatever . . erdéeel |, at s
going to be [fewer] people that are not smoking as much, and of course, then
thereds going to be those who purchase
there is going to come a point, at some time, where people are going to say,

AEnoughgb, énand we may have reached th
support that or beer or alcohol . I did
Herebs another big category, and this
gui ckly uring theg Ithtee 688C@s and hesnflkec
an issue oday Thatds gambling, the e
source.

On the first major expansion of gamblii
Even though the language was probably,attth t i me, fiThe money?od

go to education. o

Oh, yeah. Well, that lottery money was going to go to education. Use the kids;
thatdos the way you sell somet hing in |
example. You jussts gaidgito pohep =mdoew

| changed my mind a little bit about it, especially when horse racing
became part of the equation. | was a big advocate for horse racing because in
Southern lllinois, we had a lot of people raising horses andligeéhem and
training them. We had Fairmont Racetrack, still do, hopefully. So, horse racing

119



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

was a big part of the economy of Southern lllinois or all of lllinois. We had
world class tracks at Arlington. We had Quad City Downs, which was later
closed. Anyvay, to me, horse racing was a big part of lllinois and county fairs
and that kind of thing. So | supported some gambling, once the horse racing
provision was part of it.

The next one wedve alreadyydutatohak ed qui t
i ssues. When we get to 695, that wil
about the welfare reform issues as well. How about issues on crime? For
example, construction of new state prisons, since early in the Thompson
Admi ni st wveahtd Ctass X yelmnie§ that would increase, inevitably,

the inmate population in the state.

Well, that was economic development for Southern Illinois. We built a lot of

prisons in the southern part of the state. Those were good jobs to have, and

they were jobs that you could depend on. | was an advocate mostly, of prison
construction, supported it. |l tés becom
those prisons. Now theyodre talking abo

We had a big battle with Blagojevich ow@osing the Vandalia
Correctional Center, but that was for different reasons. That was all because he
thought it was an antiquated, run down, old prison, when the work camp was
buitinol don®tt 9knowhe other part of the p
it was still very functional and a work camp. And it was a minimum security
prison.

So, it was his issue, Vandalia Corr
with them. He either dealt with me, be
necessarily deal with.He was misinformed about the savings he was going to
receive and about the construction, the ability, of that correctional center to

prevail. And ités still there, still o
talking about it. Maybe those are théngou have to do in times of fiscal
restraint that web6re in now.

Does it make sen8etalking about the crime iss@ethe opening of Tamms

was about this time, | believe, Tamms being the maximum security prison, the
prison of last resort, where you sém ones who were acting up in other
prisons and basically put them in isolation conditions.

| was an advocate of that. There were times...You think now, how many prison

uprisings do we have? I|If there is one,
Theyd gone. Theyodore taken to Tamms. So,
thereds a place for him. For the most

a capital punishment guy. | just feel like, if people are going to commit crimes

against society, deservingg@® c i a | treatment i n a corr
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Herebdbs one of the soci al i ssues that o6s
|l evel , but at the state | evel as wel |

On the Second Amendment, | believe in the abditindividuals to bear arms.

Of course, thatodéds contrary to the city
want a gun, theyodore going to be able t
strict gun control laws; they have crime up there.

| was an adocate also for penalties, prison time for crimes committed
with a weapon. Thatodéds the way you go a
weapons away from, necessarily, law abiding citizens who use them for
hunting and sport skPootiThgt 6¥hahéscasu
those people who are advocate of gun control, is the honest citizen. The one
who wants it illegally is going to get it.

Since you mentioned social issues, always a hot button topic, abortion, even
t hough t hetmatcanswork a the state lewel on that.

| 6ve al ways wondered, Why abortion? 11
advocates on both sides. There arenot
Assembly, parental notification and things of that natiweas a prelife

candidate. | always felt that the life of the mother and rape and incest should be
exempt, but, basically, | was plife.

How about issues on race and affirmative acfibn?

| was against affirmative action. | can understam@n people feel that they
are being denied a job because of thei
obviously not right. But to advocate that they are going to get the job because

of their color is just the same thing
|l 6ve al ways felt, and itds my posit

you base someoneds eligibility for a p

education, their desire. Affirmative action got into education, got into the job

community. | never was dreng advocate of it.
One | ast topic, thatodés environmental ¢

Once again, if you get to the point where you hinder your economic
development because of your environmental positions on issues, statewide or
whatever it might be, if yoareate an environment in lllinois, being apro
business environment or an ahtisiness environment, if issues in a general
assembly are about environmental issues, [they] create the whole negative side

31 Affirmative action refers to a set of policies and practices within a government or organization seeking to
increase the representation of particular groups based on their gendesexaedity, creed or nationality in
areas in which they are underrepresented such as education and employment.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Affirmative_actign
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of the business climatbdei caklefiuhoi ¥ou$
balance that between your job creation and job... The coal industry is a perfect
example.

Was coal an industry in your area?

Oh, very much so. Oh, yeah. It still is, but not to the magnitude it once was,
a n d stbécausetf environmental concerns.

High sulfur coal in the region?

High sul fur coal, mostly, in IIlinois,
technology to try to reduce the sulfur emission, which is good. Hopefully
usage of lllinociscoalwilt ont i nue and maybe grow. But

a lot of legislation dealing with that.

The other area | would think would be an impact in your region would be oil,
drilling for oil. It might surprise some people that, as you drive aroundain th
area of the state, there are a lot of oil pumps.

Wedre stildl pumping, yeah, mostly kind
Marion County and Fayette County were big oil production areas. St. EImo has
a...Marathon was there, and Safein  d @mednber who was there, but

anywayyt hey were | arge fields, and theyor

Environmental issues came into their situation, and in many cases, we
shut down oil production in Illinois because of environmental legislation. That,
once again, is natecessarily good for the economic climate, just as coal
wasnot . Environment al il ssues, in gener
when youbre tal ki ngbeimglofourstated he economic

We probably need to finish up pretty quickigr, but | wanted to just run
through the committee assignments that
bit about being on the Education Commi
we get to the 0695 discussi odwasthea | ot .
Executive Committee. What is the Executive Committee?

The Executive Committee is made up, primarily, of leaders, the leaders on both
sides. Constitutional amendments come there. Sometimes controversial

legislation comes there because kyachre usually pretty stringent about

voting with their party, so you can count on them to vote for it or against it,

whatever. The Executive Committee is probably the most important committee

in the process, both in tdgereralgeherat e and
|l egi sl ation goes to thatdés really goin

Determining what the priorities would be in the legislative session, for
example?
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Thatdos the rules. Are you talking abou
N o , askingnfthat was the purview of the Executive Committee?

Not necessarily. | would say most bills are assigned to their respective
committee, like the transportation bills go to Transportation [Committee]. The
Ag Committee, they get agriculturdlbi Environmental bills go to the
Environment Committee. But more of the constitutional amendments,
resolutions, things of that nature went to the Executive Committee.

You were also a member at that time of the Transportation Committee. What
werehe big issues that that committee de

Roads and bridges, mostly. We were building a lot then. Build lllinois was still
part of the process, back when Thompson was governor. We had a lot of issues
dealing with safety on the road/e talked about the alcohol issue, the speed

limit issues. Those kinds of things always came before the Transportation
Committee.

Was that particularly a Chicago and suboéntric committee?

Not necessarily, no. But Chicago had a lot ¢éiiest in it. It was a sought after
assignment. Transportation is one of the premiere committees to serve on.

Because it controls a | ot of money ( Wa
sounds like porR?

All the money went through the dget committee, the Appropriations
Committee. At that point in time, | think we had two appropriations: one and
two. | was on one of the Appropriations Committees at one particular time. All
budgetary issues go to Appropriations.

The lllinois Advisay Council on Alcoholism and Substance Abuse.

That was because | was a pharmacist. We had the agency, alcohol abuse
agency, and | was an advisor on an advisory committee with that.

Herebs the one that r ealPrintingtJaitught my a
(Watson laughs)?

Well, thereds several di fferent functi
printing unit is one of them. They print up, of course, your daily ledgers and all
that. They do all the printing for everything ingenerdd.dr e 6s al so t he
Legislative Reference Bureau, the Legislative Information Bureau, these kinds

32 Typically, "pork" involves funding for government programs whose economic or service benefits are
concentrated in a particular area but whose costs are spread among all taxpayers. Public works projects,
certain national defense spending projects, andwdgrial subsidies are the most commonly cited examples.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pork_barpel

123



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

of things that are mostly functions of the General Assembly, that make the
General Assembly work. The printing unit was part of that.

DePue: Youdve godomniteeohthat?e a

Watson: Well, I was on a committee with the head of the printing unit, as well as
someone from the House, both a Republican and Democrat. So, there was four
of us. It was just advisory.

DePue: 't al most makes itg gdwntd sl inkbeg tplodridd i
legislature.
Watson: Well, these were the arms of the General Assembly. These were the agencies

that we controlled. They were part of the function of the process.

DePue: Then, what is the citizens assembly?

Watson: Citizensassembly (DePue laughs)?

DePue: You apparently served on that as well.

Watson: |l 6m not sure what that i s.

DePue: Council on Energy Resources?

Watson: Again, those were side committees of the Senate that dealt with like coal, oil.

Since | was from that paoff the state, where that was of interest, | served on
that committee.

DePue: | think this is probably a pretty decent place to stop for the day. Does that get
you to your next appointment; does that work for you?

Watson: Yeah.

DePue: Thank you verynuch, Senator.

Watson: Okay, very good, Mark, thank you.

(end of transcript #3)
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DePue: Today is Monday, October 1, 2012. My name is Mark DePue, Director of Oral
History with the Abraham LincolRr esi dent i al Library. I 6
lllinois today, with Senator Frank Watson. How are you today, Senator?

Watson: Fine, Mark. Good to see you again.

DePue: A nice, crisp fall day to drive down here.

Watson: The weather has changed quite a nitsie we b6ve been tal king
laugh).

DePue: Yeah, in the heat of the summer. Well, October 1, about-famye days away
from an i mportant election for the Uni
not a gubernatorial year, but the election seas heating up. Any reflections
on the current election season, before we begin with your career?

Watson: Well, it doesndédt | ook good right now f
president against Barack Obama, of course, from lllinois. Polling is sowin
that Obama is picking up a few points in key states that are crucial, and it
doesndét | ook good right now for Romney

But we have the debates starting, | think, Wednesday night, and that
will be a time that Romney will have to show some leatlership and
firmness. Of course, Obamads a great o
(l aughs). 1tbés not | ooking good, polit
way.

DePue: Do you believe the polls?

Watson: Not al way s, odquoestionl eeatisé [dased ong molling in 1992, |
was supposed to be history. They didnod

DePue: Remind us again who you were running against at that time.
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| ran against Craig Virgin, who was a University of lllinoisdyate, an

Olympian, a world record holder in the 5,000, 10,000 meters. He was a good
candidate. Everybody knew who he was; he was a hard worker. But he did
some things wrong, as a candidate would, who has never run for office before,
and | prevailed.

Butl wasndét supposed to win. The Dem
down considerably, but | beat him by over 10,000 votes. So, no, | do not
believe in polling. The only pol t hat

I
1,000 times, buitissthatodés truly the way

The lllinois House and the lllinois Senate have been controlled, in fact
dominated, most would say, by the Democrats, for a long time. Do you see that
eqguation changing in this election?

Statewide?
Yeah.

No. I thinktheRe publ i cans are hoping to hold o
some districts though; the Quad Cities areaisone, Iguessve never met
man, but | under stdanathahceuiddbe aapickyp, e at c an
maybe one up in the suburban area. | thitke best case scenar.
looking for a plus two over what they have now. Of course, the map was drawn

by the Democrats.

The House.

No, thatds the Senate. The map, of cou
di dndét do uwhera.Mhis isfthe firgt electiomumder the new map,

so ités a Democrat drawn map, and prob

reflect that.

The House is another matter. People think that we have a better chance
of picking up the House overthe decada an we do t he Senate.
on candidates. If you get good people running, then you can prevail in
Democrats leaning districts and even Democrat majority districts. It will be
tough, but thereds people t hsethdoweag t ha
will in the Senate.

Which traditionally at least in the State of lllinashas been just the reverse,
that the Republicans had done better in the Senate than in the House, at least in
the last twenty or thirty years.

That 6 se.acWadGwd had excellent candi dat e
really good candidates. When Obama fir
off year election of Bush Il [George W.], when we lost five seats in the senate.

| was devastated with that, beitige leader. We just picked up one seat the
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year before, so we were twerdggven, and we thought we were really moving
forward. To get beat like that... It was a Democrat year all over. Republicans
did not do well, but we in the Senate, took our hit moaa timost.

Wedbre going to be talking about a ti me
ti meframe, weoll be talking about toda
leadership within the lllinois Senate, correct?

That ds right.

ldondbt know how high in that chain you w

Assistant majority leader, of which there were probably three.
Was there a pecking order in that group?

Not necessarily, no. We had a president of the senate, we hadrdymajo

leader, and that was Stan Weaver. The president of the senate was Pate Philip.
Stan Weaver from Champaign was majority leader, and then myself, Walter
Dudycz, John Maitland. Walter was from Chicago; John Maitland from the
Bloomington area, and myseHldeline GeeKaris might have been [one of

the] assistant majority leaders.

| know she was later on. | would think she probably was even by that time.

| think so, and then Doris Karpiel was a leader, Laura Donahue. In fact, she
might have ben an assistant majority leader also. There was nothing special
about being an assistant majority leader, other than you sat in the room where
decisions were made for your caucus.

The reason | was asking where you were hierarchy wise, within ttier &ep,

is based on selecting candidates or recruiting good candidates to run for the
Senate, which is a big part of the equation, as you already mentioned yourself.
Were you in a position in those mi®90s, where you were involved with

that?

| was. Dave Luechtefeld, from just the district south of us, | recruited him as a
candidate. He won, and heds been servi
went out and interviewed people that were interested in running, talked to them
about their backgrowd and experience, and what they wanted to do. We had a

good organization and a means by which to recruit good, quality people.

In the lllinois Senate at that time, the Republicans controlled the redistricting
after the 1990 census, so that wasgaphus. And the lllinois Senate, the
Republicans won control over in the 1992 election and retained it for a long
period of time.

Ten years, the ten years of the map.
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And the 11 1linoi

talking about this session.

Right.

Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

S Hous e,

only ®evo years

In your perspective, what was the difference between you guys being able to
s mo inthelgouse? r eady

control the majoritd y ou 6 r e

This is a controversial thing, because historians will deadgBut being in the
room and knowing what happened... | was on the Remap Committee; | was
part of that. We were majority driven; we, being the lllinois Senate. We
wanted to maintain a majority for the ten years. We drew districts that were
compact, contigous, and all the right things that you have to do

constitutionally.

But we also made them such that they would relate to the Republican
voters of that particular area. In other words, we tried to put as many
Republicans as we could in each district. Tiithe way a remap is done,

whet her ités congress or any state tha
done politically. Youdd try to make di
tried to make them competitive, yet leaning Republican. Then catedid
recruitment was crucial in maintaining the control of that particular Senate
seat.

The House, on the other hand, was member driven. They drew districts,
and this is where itdéds controversi al
doesndét kedsy whlaki ng about, o0 but they
membership, trying to protect their individual member, versus a majority. Do
you understand what |1 6m saying? | thin

South suburbs is the perfect example ended up losing a Senate seat
in the south suburbs because we were trying to protect our Republican interests
in the south suburbs; they were trying to protect the individual members
through three Republican seats that they ended up losing, all theesnd&d
up losing a Senate seat because of the method by which they decided to draw

the map.

As | |l i sten to
curi ous; woul dn
dr awn, because

Right. The map
introduced i n t

y ou, I
0t the
youor e
passes
he

Senateé

recal | , we did t
House htbee t o wa
dividing that Se
as a |l egislative

|t doesnot n

but it has to pass both bodies, as a map for both the Senate and the House. The

House doesnot d

raw

their

ma p , and we d

way it is in lllinois. Some states they do that, but not in Illinois.
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lllinois is one Senate district and t hen itds divided
districts are contiguous with the Senate district. In Illinois, in early years, it
wasnodét that way either. You could draw

the Senate district, do&ddietwamdpanddos change
presented it to the Senété think it was, where it startédit contained both
the House and the Senate districts.

Are you suggesting then, that in some cases, the House Republicans won the
arguments for how the Senate and the Halisteicts were drawn, and in some
cases you guys won?

|l would say thatdos the case, and maybe
Maybe there was a I|little more | everage
the deciding factor of how that wasigg to be done, but | was pretty close to

it.

This is the stuff that, for most of the lllinois public, causes their eyes to glaze
over, and they | ose interest very quic
politics is concerned.

[Asfar as] inside politics goes, inside
where the maps are drawn, and how that
Letbébs go to 1994. I n that particular vy
wantedtoaskyo about the 1994 budget, so | 06v
1993. Part of whatés going on at that

United States and certainly lllinois is in a recession, starting to ease out of that.
But theredsthwle.ill a big budge

| wanted to ask your opinion about maybe part of the focus of that year,
an income tax surcharge thatés made pe
Yet there was still $1 billion hole for Medicaid.

Well, Medicaid is a problem and willvays be a problem, as far as the budget
is concerned. The cigarette tax... | was always opposed to any kind of taxes.

United States Tobacco, at that time, invited a friend of mine and our
wives, to go to the AT&T Pebble Beach Opent 0 s [Rrofd3sivAa
Golfers' Associationgvend and play golf. So we went out there. That was the
year before. The next year, | voted for the tax increase. | said to the guy who
came up to testify in the committeeée |
fact.

Of thecigarette tax increase?

| was the sponsor of the legislation, not necessarily the passage, but would
spend the education part of it. Thatods
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sald Al guess this means we Wwenot be
(bot l augh) . 0 He was a good friend. L
But this was Edgardés program; this

all about more money for education, and of course, more money for the budget
i n gener at]itwad] makihngdpermamdniathe .5 percent income tax.
That passed, and | supported it.

A lot of money went into education at that particular point in time. The
funding formula was kind of changed a little bit too, where it used to be that
highschoolddt ri ct sé We have wunit districts,
districts and elementary distriétsyour friend, Phil Pogue could fill you in on
all tha® but the emphasis of money kind of went to primarily the high school
districts. We changed it so elementanytraiss, unit districts, everybody kind
of got the same percentage of revenue.

What 6s a uni t di strict?

A unit district is a district that is encompassed by elementary districts and high
school districts, in a unit. A high school district isitself, and then an

elementary district is also by itself, separate superintendents, separate school
boar ds. ltds a problem within I1l1linois
of the Education Committee, it was always trying to deal with the three

different types of districts we had in lllinois. It was forever a problem; still is.

So your perception is that most of the lllinois public thinks the unit district is
the model, across the board?

Yes, | like to think it is.
Thatos certainly the case in most of t

It is, and downstate pretty much. Ther
in my Senate district, and high school districts. That would be one thing that,

overtheyears,neetlso be corrected, going to unif
you force that, but thatds the politic

As a cheap advertisement in here, you mentioned Phil Pogue (Watson laughs).

Hedés one of our volunteer Iilkeforgyffivei ewer s
interviews on the subject of school co
talk more about that as we go through

I 61 1 bet a big part of hi s stectsbndr t wi | |
then elementarhigh school districts. | bet it will, knowing Phil.
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| wanted to ask about something el
1993. That was the Great Flood. Did that affect your distfict?

No, not really.

S e

But | thought your district headed all the way over, close to the lllinois and the

Mississippi River at that time.

No. It got over into the Bethalto area. What really happened... We emptied out

the prisons, and those people went over and woikeat. impacted my district.
The Vandalia Correctional Center had a big part in the whole flood effort, the

inmates there. They got a lot of awards for that actually. There was flooding up

and down the rivers, like Kaskaskia River and Shoal Creek andtypeseof
tributaries. But as far as the actual Mississippi River affecting my district, no.
was involved a little bit in all of that, of course, for relief. We wanted to do
whatever we could to help those people.

The prisoners over at Vandalia, wd that have been something that you had
to approve, or is that strictly Department of Corrections?

That was the Department of Correct

Letbébs get to 1994 then. That Gverean

t

i ons

el

nearly as many controversial issues on your agenda that year, but | wanted to

ask about the gubernatorial el ecti

on

democratic primary race and just get your reflections on it, because you get to

be the bystarelr who wat ches all of this,

Wi

Roland Burris, Richard Phelan, Pat Quinn and Dawn Clark Netsch, who ran in

the primary. Any reflections on that primary?

Roland Burris was from Centralia, which is in my district;, et had moved to
Chicago. He was pretty popular down here. Dawn Clark Netsch, because of

all

e

c

y

t h

the men in the primary, | think thatos
respected state senator, very liberal, and of course, the senator from Chicago. |

woul d say, with her nomination, we
mean, Jim Edgar was strong. He had that election pretty well wrapped up by
July of that year because he painted her for what she was, a tax and spend
liberal from Chicago. Peopl down here werenb6t rea
think the people of Illinois were either at that time.

Her signature issue was one that I
going to be front and center of lllinois politics for a long tider signature
issue was this school funding plan, a tax swap, a proposal to raise the state

nt

dy

O m

33 The Great Flood of 1993 occurred in the Midwestern United States, along the Mississippi and Missouri rivers
and their tributaries, from April to Octob&®93. The flood was among the most costly and devastating to
ever occur in the United States, with $15 billion in damages.
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Flood_of_1993
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income tax from 3 percent to 4.25 percent, and then do a corresponding

reduction in property taxes. This was all geared toward sending more money to
education.Heposi ti on was that the State of |
fair share.

Well, once she came out with that, that again pretty well put a nail in her
coffin. People are not for tax increases. If it affects me, if it affects the voter,

theyaterested; theyodbre concerned. [
mention a tax increase, that affects e
or not.

The lottery is supposed to solve all that. | keep hearing that, even today,
AWher e doreys mdreey ogda®20 | tdéds amazing. T
bring forward at that time.

Even reducing the property taxes, p
other than property taxes are one they write a check for. The public writes a
check for their propertyatx es. The i ncome tax is kind
taken out of your check, the federal [
dondt feel it But you do [feel] prope
property taxes, the fact that she was going to tdivem and raise the income
tax, the average voter would say, #nAOh,
property taxes?0 And thatés the end of
the way around.

Part of the curiosity about that whole thing igou just alluded to it | thin&
How is it that the governor or the state government can lower local property
taxes?

They would increase the money to education, which would lower the property
taxes. Thatodés what they wpopertytwess t o be
then at the local level.

But the state doesnodt have control ov e

They have no control over it. There would have to be some way of deciding

that the money that went to the local districts would be lessened. Thetamoun

t hat you could tax | ocally would be I|e
from the state. In other words, you would control it by way of reducing their

ability to tax at the local level, too confusing. People, once again, it flies right
overtherheadand t hey dondt wunderstand. When
they understand (DePue laughs).

You had a pretty good feel of the pulse of your district. If this would have gone
through and state income taxes would have been increased, and corporate
income tax would have gone up as well, would your districts, local school
districts, have seen their property taxes lowered?
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Watson: We get a lot of state money from our districts, generally, from the State. We
are what we call p r otghenk ieywoutd have spemor . So
much because webre getting it already.

benefited from more state money would have been, of course, Chicago and the
suburbs, who get... Most of their money is locally generated.

Now, theideawul d have been that, fAOkay, \
your | ocal money with state money. 0 Th
subur ban. But once again, I dondt thin
AOh, vyeah, right, podythatiandidasosethingpay t hi s
el se. 0

DePue: What youdbre saying is the reality in vy

flat out tax increase. There would have been no corresponding on reducing
property taxes.

Watson: | believe so. There would habeen some probably. Sure, there would have
been an effort to do it, But | think, overall, it would not have been a major
reduction of property taxes.

DePue: How do the dynamics work in a mainly rural district like this, where a lot of
the property tax isgd on farmland?

Watson: That was changed. The Farmland Assessmerd Atttink that was in the late
670s, @& ahereyarmbaBdQused to be assessed on value only. As the
value really increased, the tax burden on agriculture went with that. So we
changd it to production and actual value and different methods by which they
tax agriculture purposes. That changed, and that was a benefit to agriculture.
But now webve seen it spike. This is b
about. Here it is 2012, dnf they were taxing on the basis of just value, the
agriculture community, | think, would be having a major, major problem right

now.
DePue: But you suggested that part of the assessment is based on the production, and if
production is tied tothe pricef cor n and soybeans, currtr

skyrocketing as well.
Watson: Thatds going up as well, so they wil!/

DePue: In the midst of the campai§nand you already mentioned that by late June,
July timeframe that Edgar pretty much had this wrdpg® | think it was in
the June time frame that he ended up having a heart emergency. He was careful
to point out it was not a heart attack, when | mentioned it, but he needed heart
bypass surgery, a pretty significant event. Do you recall that?

Watson: Oh, vyes. | didndét realize it was as ear

DePue: Late June, | believe.
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| remember seeing a picture of him waving out the window taken by some

photographer. Back then, again, bypass
talked about . ltés a common thing today,
that was a major . .. I't could have been
perception. But it wasnoét, and he, of
heds probabl ay.lknewhovehe eats@amd hawthe exarctses and
takes care of himself.

But even at that time, he looked like he was a pretty healthy, vigorous guy.

Oh, yes, and he was. Hebés a good tenni
thathewast a fundraiser, | Dbelieved in my

another cheap adverti semendtthatwedhadah ael 6 s
steak dinner. | think it was Ron Stevens, who was a representative from this

area... | think it was his fundraisthat Edgar attended the night before he had

a heart attack, or at least within the week. That made it even more significant

for... There, | said heart attack; see, there you go (both laugh). He had his

bypass.

And he was up in the suburbs whéattall occurred.
Okay.

The famous picture of him waving outside the window of his hospital room, |
think corresponded with the passage of the budget bill that year.

Oh, is that right?

Which, in his perspective, to a certain extent, it worked to his advantage to

have this operation, becadttleewhidatt sch c a
least. That looks bad for him, and it makes Madigan a little bit more

cooperative when he had to deal (laughs) with

the budget. Do you recall any of that?

Oh, sure, yeah. No, | do not remember the
budget battles between Madigan, Bdgnd

all that, but | do recall Edgar getting a lot of
sympathy at that particular point in time, that
they |l aid off of him.
again, to hear that that was in June, and the
el ection wasndét until
think that wouldwork o Net schoés
But we had a good man running for lieutenant

benefit.

H H Senator Watson with his senate seatmate Bob
governor, | thmk’ at that time, was Bob Kustra on the Senate Floor, circa 1990. Kustra
Kustra. went on to become Governor Edgar's

lieutenant agovernor.
Right.
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Hebés the president of Boise State toda
AThe biggest t hi neynortddesis wait forehe phonetot enant
ring. o (both | augh)

Do you recall what occurred with Bob Kustra in the midst of that campaign
season? Just as a reminder, he decided
governor isnd6t thant nteatbefa ar agdibo tlalt

Did he decide that during the campaign?
Edgar talked him out of it, and he stayed on the ticket, obviously.

And then he did become a radio talk show host, not too long after that. He quit
aslieutenant governor.

He served the rest of his term, that second term.

Did he really?

Yeah.

| was thinking he got out, but no, he stayed in? Okay.

The other issue that Edgar thought played to his strengths, that was ver
advantageous for him, was this Baby Richard case. Do you recall that?

| do, but I... The name, Baby Richard, | certainly remember.

Thiswas acustody batiel 6 m sorry to pudbuttheu on t he
custody battle over this baby whodhlaeen adopted by a couple in lllinois, and

then the father, who was an estranged
even know | had a son. |l want this son
Edgar says, AThe i nter e theintedstotittee chi | d
parents. o0 The courts ruled against him
traction and sympathy from the public just because of that.
Well , he woul d. |l just dondét remember
talk about Bay Richard, yes. | think anybody who lived through that would
remember, but not necessarily the particulars.
It is something like seventeen years ago.

November comes, and ités a very goo

you recal | ddoatiearifor Republicamg in lljinois There was a
huge wave of Republican victories throughout the entire country.
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Watson: The off year of the Clinton. That was when Hillary decided she was going to
be the appointed vice president and started takieg the responsibilities,
became more visible and more active.

DePue: She was going to be the healthcare czar.

Watson: Yeah, the healthcare czar (laughs), exactly.

DePue: And Newt Gingrich, iTOawdsagoodyeayandih Amer
wasanespei al ly good year in IIllinois, as

the year that the lllinois House had enough Republicans so that the
Republicans could finally control the house, after a long drought.

Watson: | think every constitutional officer that watected was Republican.

DePue: | believe youdre right.

Watson: It was a good year. It took two years of Republican maps to finally get to the
House, becoming a majority. They made

in 694, they wenmtcowtrolt heWen@dd kalt neagaey
were ready to rock and roll then.

We had a governor, Republican, and Pate Philip and Lee Daniels
were... Pate was president of the Senate, Lee Daniels was speaker of the
House. We were in control and ready tadlea

DePue: After that many years of not having a majority in all three, there had to be a
whole list of legislative items that you guys were just dying to get passed. |
wonder if you can tell us about establishing the strategy and picking the
priorities, gang into that 1995 legislative year.

Watson: Well, we Republicans wanted to show the people of lllinois that, under our
control, things were going to happen, good things we thought, good things for
11 inoi s. Most peopl e pr cobtambstwouldvoul d a

We fast tracked about five pieces of legislation. Maybe in hindsight
that might have been a mistake, because we just ran them through, instead of
waiting over time to do it and making more of an impact, a long lasting impact.
It was justin a small window, a timeframe, in which we got this done.

The public was wowed for a while, but then as time goes on, the public
has short memories. But there were five pieces of legislation; | think five. It

34 The Contract with America was a legislative agenda advocated for by theliRepurarty during the 1994
congressional election campaign. The elections resulted in Republicans gaining 54 House and 9 U.S. Senate
seats, flipping both chambel&/ritten by Newt Gingrich and Dick Armey, and in part using text from
former PresidentRordl Reagandés 1985 State of the Union Address
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contract_with_Amerjca
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might have even been more, but | believe thet were considered fast
tracking.

Before you go into the details, you were questioning the strategy that you guys
had, to get it done as quickly as you can, because they could have been even
more effective or because you could have gotten mditecpbbenefit?

More political benefit. | hate to say that, but politics is a big part of what we do
(laughs). There would have been more political benefit of stringing it out, not
over years but over time during that session. The idea wasitalget,

obviously, and that was important to do. But getting it done as fast as we did, |
think some would say we should have drug some of that out.

Would you be one of those?
Yes, | would.
What were the five issues?

The straight party voting in Illinois, after what was called Punch 10, in Cook

County. That was a very effective effort by the Cook County Democrats to

el ect Democrats in Cook County. They s
ballot in Cook County was strdigDemocrat Party vote.

Webd had our |l umps with that, altho
straight party voting helped Republicans. | think overall, politically, | think we
would say that the end of the straight party balloting was a good thing for us.
Overal |, |l think ités a good thing for
vote one party or another... Thereds g
go down the ballot and take a look and see who might prevail, versus just
putting one X opunching one number and going home.

Thatdéos the way they used to control
somebody spent too much time in a ball
voting straight ticket. So they were taken off the preferred list (laughs).

Seriosl 'y, I 6m telling you. I f you were i:1

enough time to punch that number or to
enough, theydd say, fiThat guyodés going
ball ot . Hebs ®wovoti Dgmbar ad ;f @awdRepubl
one issue, the end of straight party balloting.

Welfare reform was a big one that | was directly involved in, Senate
Bill 20; | was a sponsor of that. We were trying to end the generation after
generation aftegeneration of welfare dependency.

| thought that Edgar had already start
| egi sl ative years as wel | . But | guess
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The major bill that we passed, even more than Tommy Thompbtewas
considered the welfare reform king. He was from Wisconsin, the governor. He
got all the publicity, but we did more in Illinois than Tommy Thompson did in
Wisconsin, on welfare. Our bill was actually a model bill that Bob Dole, who
was a candidati®or the U.S. Presidency, was using as his guide to his own
program, what we did in lllinois.

We were aggressive, we changed a lot of laws. We tried to make sure
that we helped people who needed help. That was the biggest thing. We
wantedto getpeopletonder st and that they just
And here we are in 2012, and it
Anyway, they candét depend on th

People have got to take personal responsibility for their own actions. That was
the idea.

Was there a work requirement then as well?

There was a work requirement, and there was also an educational component.
We agreed that eduban was the key to getting people off dependency. We

had revenue that was available for transportation to schools, primarily
community colleges, helping people to train themselves. We did a great deal of
effort at trying to help people educate themseliesiake them feel more
marketable for a job. That was the second issue, welfare reform.

Was childcare part of that equation?
Childcare was part of it, yes.
The State would help with childcare expenses?

The State would help Wi childcare. We also had some legislation that

particular year that expanded availability of childcare and tried to make
childcare more of an educational component, versus babysitting. We wanted
people to send their kids to a childcare or early childijoedter]. That was

kind of the beginning of early childhood [education], was back in that era, that
people understood the necessary reasons for sending their kids to school earlier
than kindergarten, atsk kids primarily, atrisk kids.

Y o u 6 v aly alluded ¢o this, but this is prior to the national legislation that
passed in 0696.

Yes.

Do you think the state got its just recognition for being on the cutting edge of
that?
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No, not necessarily. publdamsnéver did,e | i eve s
seriously (laughs). Go back to Newt Gingrich, everything he did. It was always
the poor old kids that were impacted. Even though | think Newt was right in a

|l ot of cases, politically he wasnot. T
trying to do, and | think Republicans in general are just viewed as kind of anti
education, antchild, anttw o ma n . |l tds sad because weol

Democrats have done an excellent job of painting us with that brush.

This is an appropate time to ask this, | guess. Do you think the media treated
you fairly on some of these issues?

We never get treated fairly by the med
the Channel 5, NBC [prograniyjeetthe Pres8°1 6 ve neveitdonhad t ha
on. | never have had a MSNBC station on. | refuse to watbte#t the Press

and all these, this is all spin. What
about what should be said, instead of answering a question. Sometimes the
guestionasédaednbdbairly either. | 6ve neve

Republicans with... | think they treat us with disdain [more] than they do with
fairness.

Would you say that was true for your entire political career, or has it increased
or decreased ovéime?

| 6ve never had a problem with media in
people better, you dondédt have the issu
you do, and they treat you with respect and fairness. | never had trouble with

what | wauld consider local media, never, like the radio stations or even the

TV stations.

But when you get into a situation w
or interviewed in the Quad Cities area
what youbor kthesehsa bias; | redlly doagamst Republicans. |
know that some people laugh at that, but I think there is.

Are youdre including the statehouse pr

Not necessarily, although rdcaydsy, sur e, i f
probably 90 percent.. .75, 90 percent w
know why that is, other than journalism schools that are very liberal, | guess, in
their teachings. | dondt know why t he
secondne (laughs).

ltéds my fault that webre getting off t

35 Meet the Presis a weekly American television news/interview program broadcast on NBC. It is the longest
running program in television history, though therent format bears little resemblance to the debut episode
on November 6, 194 Thttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meet_the Prgss
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Letbébs see, a third one. We did mandate
|l tds a mandates issue for all uni ts of
are dictating policypack to units of local government. | never thought that was

a good idea. We wouldnot fund them, t

h
government what they had to do. We did
lllinois, what to do, so why should it laay different for us and local
governments?

This was education, when we decided to put legislation on the ballot
that required committees to look at all mandates that came through the State of
lllinois to units of local government, education being the ahiocal
government. Those had to be approved by a special committee and then
approved by both the House and the Senate. | think it was a very good law, and
itdéds been very effective actually. I w

Was this just a amtime committee or is this a standing committee?

ltds a standing committee, going on no
before | retired.

Can you think of any examples of unfunded mandates that led the Republicans
to move in this dection?

All the pensions. All pension increases at that time were mandated, school
holidays, what you taught.

Casimir Pulaski Day?

That s a perfect example, a perfect ex
passed, with deference to mylish friends. We set that up like March 3, or
the first Monday in March was going to be Casimir Pulaski Day, and all the

kids got off school. Thatés a mandat ed
said we no longer made it mandated. It would be loca&tyddd. And
everybody decided to make it a school

school curriculum that day about Casimir Pulaski. That was a lot of the things
we did up there.

The curriculum, not every didstrict
going to different schools throughout lllinois that are going to have interests in
di fferent topics. We shouldndét be mand
good for one district may not be good for another. Yeah, | think that was a very
effective lawand a very good one.

This would have been a mandate, | believe, on the national level. This is the
time frame when Medicaid benefits were changing, and | think the federal
government was mandating what the state was going to have to pick up the bill
on. Does that sound right?
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| think that might have been a little later.

| know this is a time frame when Medicaid expenses were skyrocketing. That
was one of the problems that the State was having in balancing the budget
from year to year.

Well, when you think of Medicaid, most
ofwelfar@ youdr e doi ng someétuhlti ng 6fsorprd amaehd
payments to hospitals, nursing homes, doctors, pharmacies, the providers.

Ther eds wher ¢he Mddieaid eggnsergoes. But vath expansion

of Medicaid, the numbers of people on it, that certainly has a great deal to do

with how much the cost is for each state.

So thatodés three.

Letdbs see...the f ourt higdnevar saslbecauserwe r ef o
believed that, not necessarily all lawyers, but litigants, plaintiff lawyers and the
plaintiff bar was driving business out
a huge problem. The cost of insurance was a big problem for iredustjust

seemed like the balance of scale tilted a little bit towards the bar and the so
called injured. I n some cases they wer

We wanted, again, to take care of the people who were honestly injured
on the job, and tort reformvas a big part of that. We put some limits on the
awards. That was the demise of the whole legislation, was the fact that we put
some | imits on whatés called pain and

You said the demise of the legislation; what do you mean?
TheSupreme Court ultimately threw it out.

The lllinois Supreme Court.

The lllinois Supreme Court.

On what grounds?

That you cannot put any limits on awards. They did it again with medical
malpractice. Not too long ago, they thréwut on the basis of that.

From your perspective, being involved at some level at least, of helping to craft
that legislation, do you think the Illinois Supreme Court was justified in
throwing it out, on the basis of the lllinois State Constitufi

Well, other states had not thrown it out, based on limits. People can interpret a
constitution, sentences, verbiage, whatever way they want. We see that when
therewwsobrveotes, and itdés the U.S. Su
know whatthevat t ot al was in this one. | 6m nc
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It was obviously a decision by the lllinois Supreme Court, based ontléyat
interpreted the |l aw to mean. And | did

Of course, the lllinois Supreme Court is suppdttebe nonpartisan, but they
do run for election.

They run for election; theyodére very pa
maps for the state. On the congressional maps or state senate maps, house

maps, those are mostly always a politicatidion. Itis a political decision by

the Supreme Court, based on their leaning politically.

Is the philosophical division within the lllinois Supreme Court similar to what
we have at the U.S. Supreme Court, where the conservative members are
following the constitution, the Illinois Constitution, more literally, and the
liberal Supreme Court justices are taking into account how society and culture
has changed?

That was very well said, Mark (laughs). | would think, yes. At the state level
i$6hard to really say whob6és a conserva
party | abels. But the U.S. Sutpreme Cou
three, and then you have t-fo-bour,ggndy i n t h
you have theguyintheimmd dl e making the decisions.
state level.

So you dondét think theyore as philosop
| 6d say theyobére more politically orien
will take exception to that statement. But | do think that they run politically,

and | think thatés the way many of the
shoul dnét say all the decisions that a
political. Téalt és not the case

Since weodre in this neighborhood. .. Th

how about efforts to reform the public pension system in the state? State public
pensions have oftentimes been frustrated by the lllinois Supreme Court. |
woncker if you have any reflections... Let me ask it this way. This is a crucial
time period. The lllinois House and Senate were both controlled by
Republicans. Were there any significant attempts at that time to reform the
state pension system?

Not tha | remember.
How about to properly fund the state pension system?

No, because it really wasndét an i ssue;
really get decimated until Rod Blagojevich.
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|l know that near toffiediendwad$ od0Beglar Olsi nlk
was a framework that was set to maintain that.

Yes there was. Bob Madigan, who was a state senator from Lincoln, was a
sponsor . He was chairman of the. .. Let
Committee, | think. Anywayhe sponsored a bill that would set us on a path of
progressive contributions to the pension system that would, in a certain

timeframe, fully fund the pensions. And once again, that was derailed by the
Blagojevich regime.

You said toThaul mgahendti hadndét been f
point?

Thatdéds true, oh yes. But it wasnoét the
But it set the framework for the cruci
say that?

twas a solution to the pension probl em.

we woul dndédt be in the situation we are
Blagojevich was elected governor... If he had stayed on the same course that
we had set out in what, 695. . .7

Ninety-seven, | think.

Ninety-sevenTh en we woul dndét be hearing about
Once again, | got you off track of the five priorities.

Letds see, the Structural Work Act; 1is
The Workerso6 Corahpek?sati on structu

Yeah, we repealed... lllinois had a law that enabled, again, the trial association
to sue a business on the basis of... When someone was injured, if they were
standing on a ladder, that was the idea, structural work.

This is the rpeal of the Scaffolding Act.

Yes. What happened... People would be standing on a Coke carton, and some
injury would occur. It was abused; it was abused big time. The Trial Court
Association took exception to that repeal, but it was done. | thatkihs

another that helped the business community in lllinois. Trying to create more
work, more jobs, that was the idea behind it, to do away with that act. And we
did.

There are some ot her events in 095 t ha
got here, |l etdés kind of get up t i ff
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working with a majority in the House o
how much you personally were involved with that, but what was your opinion

of the leadership that Ld2aniels and other Republicans were providing in the

House.

Like | said, we all agreed on these five, what we called fast tracked issues,
things that would really turn around lllinois, make a difference in lllinois,

make it a better state. We albtight that way. [There were] different styles of
leadership from both Lee Daniels and Pate Philip. My association with Lee

wasnodét really that great. I didndt rea
legislation that | directly got involved in, about fling schools, that he took
exception to. | candt remember what ye
have been 695, 096.

That was a |l ong discussion, and wedol |
funding I ssues, frdmt@®9%97all the way
|l tds never ended; it still goes on.

| read one newspaper article that was making an assessment of the Republican
|l eadership, and | 6m going to get your

Philip as, ATdkopudl (Wat sbe kchughs) an
AThe china shopbs manager. o0 (both 1| aug

What paper had that one?
It was probably theGhicagd Tribune

Well, Pate would always be considered that, because he just spoke his mind,

andwhat ver came out, Patebs Pate. You ap|]
did. We didndot al ways agree, but we kn
be more diplomatic, yes. Hedéd be the m

a pretty good analogy, but realthey both had their own strengths.

Pate was more domineering than Lee was. He was more intimidating to
people than Lee would have been. It hi
because Lee always felt like he was the stepchild, both, I think, in tin¢yo
they both were from DuPage County, and Pate was county chéirarah
then, of course, Lee was the minority leader for those first two years.

Instead of being speaker, Pate was president. | think that kind of had an
impact on Lee a little bit, althoudte was good. In fact, we rallied around
what we were doing. We felt good about
had it for two years.

Do you think Pate was good at maintaining party discipline within the
Republicans in the senate?

144



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

Yes. think 1 o6ve said this once before;
kind of held everything together, and | think Pate would be considered a strong
leader, yeah.

Wedbre going to get an opportunity | ate
leader ship, but were you more in tune w
Dani el sd6?

|l |Ii ked Patebs |l eadership style in the

something | did and wanted to do when | became leader, was get input from
members. Nbalways doing what | want to do or what he wanted to do, he got

input from his membership, through his caucus or individual meetings with

t hem. |l think that was a big strength

| was just going to say, thei® somewhat of a contradiction. You said he could
be very intimidating to people.

To people he could.
And yet he listened.

Yes, he did. |l dondot think thatodos a co
intimidating and still... Théhing that he was intimidating about was just his

reputation, but he was really kind of a teddy bear in some ways (laughs). He

was good to his membership and always was fair with us, and everybody

respected him for that.

So we s houl dbulbinthexhking shbpebdt she higHat teddy bear in
the china shop.

(laughs) I could see where people would say that. He had this image as a cigar
smoking, backroom, deal making politician. That might have been the case
earlier, but I think he @dmged, as we all do.

We talked a Ilittle bit about the news
with this, that he gave the news media plenty of opportunity to put labels on
him.

He was great. Whenever he had a press conference, evesfimgd up

because there was no telling what he m
a quote that would be sometimes entertaining and maybe not so entertaining to

some people (laughs).

You mentioned it yourself; he could certainly be blunt, bt iva a racist?

No. And then people put that label on him because of his attitude about people
wanting to go to work. He actually... Because he lived in DuPage County,
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being a very white, suburban area, he
arti-mi nority. But he wasnot that way pol

| think | could get close to quoting him in this respect, but he was known to
feel that throwing money at Chicago, the Chicago school system or Chicago in
general, was like throwing money dowamat hole?

He might have said that. Thereds pl en
that . .. He was just being honest abou
mean he was a racist. Il think thereds

There are dot of people who certainly had no doubt that he was sexist.

He appointed the first woman in the leadership. Once again, sometimes | think
these | abels that people put on us as
t hat 6 s f aiHeditl appotahe grst wamanan ldadership

believe it was Adeline Gelarisd before Dawn Clark Netsch got into

leadership. So, sexist? Why would somebody say that? What did he do that
woul de?

Just the terms that he would use, the way he wolkdNtybe it was behind
closed doors, and someti mes maybe it
have any specific quotes in that respect.

Then itdés just. .. |l td6s hearsay al most ;

things that he said ovéne years, and some would interpret that in different
ways.

Did that reputation make it easier or harder for you as a senate leader?

It didnét have an i mpact. Peopl e appr
of which he was. | was proud serve on his leadership team.

|l 6m going to change the focus from Pa
an opportunity to talk to Governor Edgar, he said that he would prefer to deal
with a |l egislature that thwsaseparfyini t, th
both houses, that it was just easier to get compromise when you had different
control in the two houses.

Having not been governor, | donodot kno
the case. Again, being in the room when denswere made during those two
year periods, |l candt believe that it

Daniels or Pate Philip than it was to deal with Mike Madigan. Mike Madigan
always had a long list of things he wanted, and you had to give htnothyou

woul dndét get what you want, simple as
Republican leaders would have created a big problem for Governor Edgar.
Having not been there, ités easy for

for him to sayf, I think he must have had a tough time with one of the two on
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something. Overall, | think he would say it was easier dealing with Lee or Pate
than Mike Madigan.

Is part of that equation perhaps the expectations that when you control both
houses,smad youdre the governor of the same
ratcheted up quite a bit?

A

Yes. | could see where personnel matidrse t 6 s p ud or detisionshat way
that are made that affect government, | could see where a lot of pressdre coul

be put on a Republican governor by other Republicans, that this be done,

where that could have been a problem f
imagine.

The five issues that you laid out here for us, was there general party unity on
those five issues?

We might have had some trouble w@lovernor -§
Edgar. | remember Steve Schnorf was his poin

person on the welfare wer
necessarily enamored with all the things that

were doing. For me to remember all that |

couldndét, but they weplss us

him through the hoopras a little bit of a
problem. Basically, | think everybody was

onboard with what we wanted to do Ron Stephens and Frank Watson talking
' to Governor Edgar about welfare reform

) in 1995. They were f_ast tracking the
How about Democrat support, were you getting legislation after gaining control of both

any of that on some of these initiatives? houses following the election of 1394.

Oh, yes. Oh, yeah, we had some support. We had &dapport for...maybe

not the tort reform. Although | want to think that maybe some of the downstate
Democrats might have voted for that. There were two downstate Democrats

t hat helped us on a | ot of things: Bil
from Christopher. They helped on a lot of legislation for us.

What was the second name again?
Jim Rea. Jim Rea from Christopher and

Another one of the initiatives early in 1995, the Conservation 2000 ingiativ

was initially passed. 1 6m going to re
ALandmar k | egi sl ation was passed with
Assembly, initiating Conservation 2000, a comprehensiveyesx, $100

million initiative designed to taka holistic, longerm approach to protecting

and managing Il linoisds natural resour
initiatives that Edgar would be proud of, to be protecting natural resources.

a
(0]

Sure. What year was that?
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March 27, 1995

Ninety-five. He promoted that. The five that | mentioned all came from the

|l egi sl atur e. He was the one that direc
parks named after him, as he should. That was landmark legislation that really

took lllinois to another level when it comes to preserving the environment in

our parks and natural resources.

That gets us to higher education reform, another one that | think Governor
Edgar was especially pushing from his side. That was another initiative, as h
saw it in 1995, that was crucial. Do you have any thoughts about how that
worked its way through the system?

I canot recal | what t he. . . We did the
That was the next thing | was going to ask about.
School consuction, we did that.

Higher education reform was to reform the way the college system was

organized. You had the Board of Trustees and the Board of Governors; that

was reorganized. Sangamon State University became the University of lllinois,
Springfield, so it was directly connected with the University of lllinois and the
Chicago Circle Campus, Governorso6 Stat
something that caught your attention?

That was when we ended the election of trustees at the University of lllinois.

They became governor appointed. | can see pluses and minuses with that. | was
just now with a trustee of the University of Illinois, and we talked about the

members, thegovernob s appoi nted members, of the
Trustees and how their participation is limited.

You have people who run for the off
appointed, you donét necessarily have
trustee. Notyst at University of lllinois, but all the state universities had their
own... Well, University of lllinois was the only one that was elected. The rest
of them were all appointed. So that changed drastically. | think... There was
some ot her wehbhanyegtise.Boakls, theToustees, to be more
regional than university?

| dondt know the details on that. This
public attention. Certainly the debate about the Illini mascot was broiling by
t hi s t i rofghose things that st went on from election season to
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election season, Chief llliniweR.Where did you sit on that whole issue, and
how did it work out in your district?

Watson: Wel | | 6m surprised you even diave to a
never looked at that as a mascot that was anything other than a mascot. No, |
dondét mean that. The chief was revered

became Chief lllinive@ and | 6 ve kdnyouwantts @klalroma to

the reservation, learned th#iaits, the dance, what they did. | never thought

that | |l ooked at it as anything other
the word | want to use? Not revered.

DePue: Respected.

Watson: It was very respected. It was very respectfully done, angewerooked
forward to that. It was a big thing when he came out on the football field or in
the assembly hall, wherever. It was a great honor for somebody to be selected
to be Chief 1TI11liniwek. It wasnoOt somet
all.

It was just a few people who started all this, and look what they did, not
only to Chief llliniwek, but all the national symbols of their schools have
changed. No, | was for the chief and still am.

DePue: Herebs another i niti a tthe gubernatbrial sidewbats ¢ o m
|l 6m sure one that you were intensely i
reform.

Watson: The answer to that is yes (laughs). | was chairman of the Education Committee

when we first took cont rgebfthe@hicagd 3. We
school reform. It passed the Senate because we were in the majority. It got
over to the House and didndét pass.

DePue: What did the Republicans in the Senate see as the fundamental problem with
the school system in Chicago?

Watson: Accoungbility, educators not being accountable for the students. | visited a lot
of schools in Chicago when | was chairman. | can remember specifically going
into classrooms where no one was even in there. A principal, for whatever
reason, would decide to takesrimto a particular classroom, and then nobody
was there, study hall or whatever.

36 Chief Illiniwek was the symbol of the University of Illinois at Urba@hampaign, associated with the
university's intercollegiate athletic programs, from 1926 to 2007, when the university retirdebnimore
than two decadgwior to thata controversyhadbrewed between fans and alumni and those who viewed
such mascots as cultural appropriation of issagnd rituals that perpetuate stereotypes of American Indian
peoples.

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chief_llliniwek
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It was very disruptive. It was just things that people... They had a term
they called Asupernumerary, 06 where if
the classroom, instel of dismissing them as a teacher, they became a
supernumerary, and they were like a substitute teacher. They went to the unit
office and waited there to be called to do something else.

A lot of things were going on with Chicago public schools. Of cqurse
Bill Bennett came to lllinois and proclaimed Chicago schools as the worst
school system in the country. That was
secretary of education. There were a lot of problems in Chicago.

We just thought accountability, rempsibility was one of them, and
thatdos what we did. Then when we took
house and the governor, we passed the legislation that would have significant
changes. It created local school board councils that would be made up of
individuals from the local schools, up there in the region or in the
neighborhood. They were accountable for principals.

A lot of parts of that legislation has been changed, but the intent was to
create more responsibility locally, individually, by tinelividual schools to
run their schools, versus top down, create more personal responsibility in the
neighborhoods. That affected that in some ways | think was good.

DePue: | know part of that equation was that, prior to this change, the school
superintendet and the School Board were able to operate pretty independently
of the city government, in that it was important in the legislation that the
legislation pass that responsibility directly on to Mayor Daley, under Richard
M. Daley.

Watson: We did give hinthe responsibility of that.

DePue: In fact, it no longer was called the superintendent; the position was chief
executive officer, | believe.

Watson: Paul Vallas would have been his first appointed. That was a very good
appointment. Paul Vallas became..uiyodi dnét have to be an
superintendent. | think a businessperson, someone with some business practice,
was well suited for that.

DePue: He came from the position of budget director for the city.

Watson: Yeah, maybe even the state. He workadlie state at one time, for Phil Rock.
DePue: And then he went up north.

Watson: And then he went up north, okay. Then he became superintendent. He did very

well for himself, going into other schools throughout the country. But we did
give the mayor thatesponsibility, and that was a good appointment.
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DePue: |l 6m sure part of the discussion was wh
whole issue of tenure? | know that the tenure track for teachers in Chicago
changed from a twgear time frame to a fowyear time frame, and more
power was given to local principals and to that whole hierarchy, to discipline
teachers. Was that an especially contentious part of the legislation?

Watson: Very much so. | can remember during debate, | said that when | hearthieo
Chicago Teachers Union, there was never a mention of the child, of the
student. To me, thatos what education
point of view. | thought that was wrong, and | said so. | got a lot of hate mail
asaresultofthaBut | felt 1t; | just felt |ike

education. What you do for them determines what the rest of their life is going

to be. Give them a good chance. Get them a good opportunity to get out and do
somet hi ng. | dokRdt hmecawasawhhy the uni
point in time, was the case.

You said, work rules. That was all about the supernumeraries and the
idea of giving principals more control. Of course, the local school councils,
giving them more control over the principal was an idea to just make it a
building. The school was a buildingot a unit, the big Chicago public schools.
It was a building, and these people were responsible for it.

DePue: As you recall, was this something that Mayor Daley was in favor of?

Watson: No, he wasnét, not initially.

DePue: Was it something that you clouget Democrat votes from Chicago to back?
Watson: No.

DePue: What was the reason for their opposition?

Watson: The Chicago Teachers Union. A lot of money went into those people up there

that were running for office that came from the Chicago TeachemUni

dondét think there was one Democrat fro
Erwin. | take that back. Judy Erwin was a House member, and she supported it.

She was from Chicago.

DePue: A Democrat?

Watson: Democrat.

DePue: Did she hold her seat afterwafd

Watson: Yes. I n fact, |l think she was appointe

director of the Board of Higher Educat
state government now, but she was looked upon after that, with a lot of respect,
by ourside anyway, the Republicans.
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Was privatization of schools, charter schools, any of that part of the equation?

Charter schools was a separate legislation, but the whole idea again was
primarily being for Chicago, the charter school ideaillltkink it is. It has

some great deal of merit.

| could be wrong on this, but | believe that somewhere down thérbadd o n 6 t
know how many yeaés Mayor Daley and other Democrats started to take
credit for some of this change? (Watson laughs)

When it became effective, when people recognized that it was a good thing,
y eah,
But Mayor Daley was not. | was directly involved in all of that. It was Pat
O6 Mal | ey ta, mysdiflard DaneCroain, who became...

t her e

was a | ot of people rushin

Dan Cronin was the education chairman when we passed the Chicago
School Reform, and he was the chief sponsor of the legislation. The other two
of us were cosponsors but were directly involved. We were on the ¢tmami
and we wanted to see something done. But Cronin was the guy who was the
one who passed it in the senate.

Did you have any direct dealings with Daley on it?

No.

to Springfield very often.

Everything came through his peopl e

How much of the credit for the effectiveness of the reform can be put on Paul
Vallas, as the first administrator?

A lot, | would say a lot...and the mayor. The mayor made the right decision. He

didnot

w a got it. Wetgave ibtahim winether he wanted it or not. He

made the right decision in selecting Paul Vallas, who became a good
superintendent. And he had Arne Duncan. Arne Duncan is now the U.S.

superintendedt |

dondt knowdAmyway bpetneerddent $ i t

of schools at the U.S. level, appointed by Barack Obama. He was also
appointed by Daley.

Secretary of Education is he?

Secretary of Education (laughs), excuse me.

We | |

it o6s

i nt er est i ngjystwithinghe lastopuple e e p s

of weeks that the Chicago Teachers Union went on strike. Mayor [Rahm]
Emanuel decided to take on the Chicago Teachers Union, and they solved the
strike. Was part of this legislation that it was illegal for the Chicago Teachers
Union to go on strike?

Yes,

t hat 6s

correct.
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So what happened?

It was changed. When the Democrats took back control, | believe they changed
it. This was in 695, so they had ampl e
certainly, to get thadone.

Now there are all kinds of discussions about how poorly the Chicago school

system does, that it only graduates about 50 percent of the kids who make it

into high school, a graduation rate that many of them are illiterate, or they fall

well Dbelow the scores. |l s that because
wasnodét really as effective as you thou
watered down over time?

Well | think, initially, it was very effective. Maybe it was wateravn, but |
think education is only as good as the
di sciplined in their homeé

The schools are expected to do unbelievable things with students today.
Theydve got to feed them;egothreybdbve got
administer all the studentodés medicatio
an educator today. | f parents arenodt
send their little Johnny and Susie off to school, and let them take care of it, and
then deal with problems when they come home... | think what the big problem
with education today is parent involvement and [the] lack of and disinterest
t hat thatés created. Unfortunately, [t
just have no desir@tbe educated.

(o]

You mention parents. | would think a significant percentage of the students
going to school in Chicago have only one parent.

Only one parent, thatodos a perfect exam
asymptomofwhatlmpens i n the home. And as a r
in the home, oftentimes kids come to school; they sleep at school because they
cano6t at home. I toés too bad, but itods
Our country has fallen woefully behimdhers in our education successes, and
wedre | etting the masses down. Maybe w

well, but overall, | think education itself has not done a good job in the last ten,
fifteen years.

't al most s oun drgthat préabkemsyobthe dmezicars schpa e s
systend | et 6s take the Chicadgwarmsath olbmd so/lsue
legislation addressing the Chicago school system.

| would say so. | think that that sometimes can be the case.

So what ighe solution?
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A

out of schools, and webd
even thePledge of Allegiancé or Pet eds sake. Thrmen
not antiteacher. | just think sometimes the union side of education has had a

Wel | , that s a whole dif
r

l ot to do with the probl ems. |l dondt

in people, and you want to instill a desire to do something. | think the union
kind of takeghat away sometimes.

Getting back to 1995, it was a crucial year, stepping away from school reform.

Edgar signs the Truth in Sentencing Bill that year that ensures that those
convicted of violent crimes stay behind bars for a longer time periddpan
include, i f youbére found guilty of
100 percent of your sentence. Do you recall that legislation?

f

Yeah, everybody was for that, but then, of course, that created a problem in our

corr ect i ovassa@rohlem ipreveously, but that just exacerbated the

number of people incarcerated. In lllinois, [that number] went to another level.
t hat

We had to build more prisons, and

bad thing for | |dthHeoostiofdncabceratiagpeaople, thee 6 v e

expense of building the prisons and keeping them updated.

Does t hat me an, in reflection back
the time?

(laughs) Yo 0 t miSeuthexn lllinaisnanca n d
not vote fo both | augh). Th
and you thi e that wasnot t
today, prob t people would
soft on cri me. I f youdre perceived
good thing politically, but therebo

You mentioned that everybody was f
Republicans in the senate were lockstep in supgdhat.

Oh, yes.
The Democrats?

| think a lot of them were. Maybe not the city, different constituency in the

S

o

city. Thatodés where the crime is. Wh
di

didndét vote f or ofeforitopwhoetehtlreg werer e p s
Even though it was their citizens that were victims of it.

Yeah, |l 6d say that most . .. I shoul
everybody, but | think, if you look back, | think the people that opposed it

werendt concerned about the citizenry.
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The next thing on the lidta more pleasant topic perh@p8/Natson laughs)
June 5 of 1995, the lllinois House and Senate passed the state budget, the
earliest agreement in sixtwo years. Maybe for that reasomuymight not
remember much about it.

| actually thought there was a time when we did it by June, what 5?
June 5.

|l thought it was sometime in April, we
actual adjournment date?

Ithinkmaype it was in future years. Certai.
years, because of the budget deficits and all.

Thatdéds right. The actual adjournment s
Yes, | think so. So that being the case, | can seeewiies, to have an

agreement like that. That helps everybody, especially all the units of state
government that depend on the budget. July 1, and we pass it June 5, that

helped them a lot, they [the school districts] knew money they were going to

have.

At the end of that legislative year, did you feel pretty good about what the
legislature had accomplished?

Yes. | feel good about those two years, when we were in the majority, the
governor [was] Edgar, and Lee Daniels was speakeR?at@was president of
the senate. Yes, | feel good about those two years.

Would it be fair to call them the highlight of your legislative career?

No. | would put my time in leadership as my highlight. Even though it was
under Blagojevich andll the problems we had, | would say that that would
have to be the highlight.

This would have been legislation also passed in that time frame, but July 1,
1995, the state government reorganized the new Department of Natural
Resources. So you hduetDepartment of Conservation, Energy and Natural
Resources, the Department of Mines and Minerals all coming together.

That was a big initiative of the gover
legislature. Some of us had reservations abb@it ¥¥ou consolidate, the idea

being youdre going to save money, and
umbrel |l a. It doesndét al ways work out,

think the idea being that all the environmental agencies of stagergoent
were going to be under the Department of Natural Resources made some sense.
| supported it.

155



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

I donot think the Il 1l inois Environment

No, theyore not, no theyoOrisaveraa@part The N
of it.

What was the rationale not to include EPA; do you recall?

| have no idea, other than the strength of the EPA is strong, lllinois EPA. To

put it into another agency of others, together, might have diluted their strengt

and their respect that they had throug
everything that the EPA did was good. The regulations that came out of the

IEPA and some of the decisions they made over the years have not necessarily
been beneficial. But everyerwas always concerned about the environment,

and maybe a political decision is part of that too.

| would think if you do put it into the Department of Natural Resources, then
youbve got EPA bumping some serious he
minerals as well.

(laughs) Well thatodés true; that woul d
that.

Did you have constituents that were very much aligned with the mining
industry?

Some. We dondét have t henmnmstpisguobmye. The
area altogether.

Well, that would be because of the sulfur content, right?
Yes.
Was that something driven by national or state legislation?

More national, yes, because of the high sulfur content. AlbersMinal they
provided coal to the power plants that were being regulated by the U.S. EPA,
and of course, they had to cut down their emissions and that was part of it, by
using different coal. So we bring coal, now, from the western states, to burn in
our paver plants.

How much pain did that cause in your district?

A lot, because there were 400 and some people employed at the Albers Coal
Mine, let alone the management and all that. Yeah, it was significant pain as a
result of that decision. léw to Houston, in faét Exxon owned thei trying

to persuade them to keep it open, but to no [avall].

Did it cost you politically because of what changed there?
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No, not at all. It would have if | had sat aside and did nothing, but I think mos

people felt | did everything | could to try to keep it open.

It sounds like most of the mining areas though, were south of your district.

Would that be right?

Right, there are some up in the northern part of it, Macoupin County. But the
sauthern part of the district would have been Clinton County, now Washington
there

County. Therebdés a coal mi ne

Well the next subject hedeprobably the last for today, unless you want to
hold off for next timé is a rather long discussion about dtkicational reform
in terms of payments to school

t hought 1 6d just | ay that al
that?

Yeah, | think so.

Let 6s st art wiftorn yosrparspectlveg ab&ugthechalfeges

S,

out

now.

et
i n

of how the State of Illinois funds education, between state and local districts,

how that works itself out.

Wel | | as a downstater, I me an

schools is locally driven.

weobve
adequately. Of coursthe suburbd as | mentioned earliértheir property tax
rich. They have a great base of support from industrial and commercial,
residential that support their districts. A lot of their revenue they get for

How muchisjustie f act that, i f youdre

the suburbs, Iitds maybe twice

as it is down in Greenville?

as

c

e
t

a

buying

Well, that could be when property values were high, so they gaghar tax,

percentage wise.
Sorry to interrupt you.

No, thatodos fine. But that 6s

district, that oftentimes helped, but a lot of them were downstate.

t he
Chicago and in suburban areas, and as a result, their property tax base was
much greater thanoursisdownsta. | f youdre fortunate
power plant or some coal mine or some major industry within your school

We always felt that we were making an effort downstate to tax

ourselvesdequately to create enough

considerably | ess than what
taxes, but their values are higher. Soehsra give and take there.
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Watson:

but

somewhat c
contentious issue with school funding, was that whole effort of downstate
schools.

Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

| oser

t ha

n what

We felt that we should be getting, not equal per student expenditure,
weoOve

You just described a scenario where you would generally be indfgvar u 6 r e
c o r & Your tongtithents...Yodupimparticular,as a

going

politician, would generally be in favor of increasing state income tax, so that

t o

the state can kicin a higher amount of money for your school districts.

There was issues, different ways of doing it, but certainly state support for our
local school districts, yes.

So,

t he

stated

s got

t o

get us

They talked abouwd local income tax. | supported that.

I know Governor

Yeah, there was an effort to do that, so that districts, wherever you were, you
could tax, because we felt that we were sendisgbstantial amount of

money w e downstat e,

being

Edg

ar ,

when he

and

tohtlzat 6 s

go

money SO

ran

i n

Roc

we were sending a substantial amount of our income to the state, as any region
would. Chicago feels like they send, and they do. The suburban areas, and they

do, they send a lot. But we felt that we should be getting a little more back, to

help our per student expenditures.

truly knew that it was going to go to education, | think people [would] have a
di fferent

llinoi

If I knew that the income taxjust as the lottery was supposed t@ do
over and above what the current level of funding [is], the incomedaid go
to fund education. But it gets siphoned off for other projects. If you really,

S

di

atti
dnot t

tude
rust

abou

politicians

t it

are made available today for education will be there tomorrow.

But

t o

don
do t

Did your constituents think that when they paid their state income tax, it would

end up in Chicago, andthewo u |l d n 6t

A

get

That was the attitude of a lot of people here, still is.

Is that your attitude?

t hei

r

f ai

r

Not necessarily, no. My attitude has changed over the years. | recognize the
ndustri
there, they contribute a great deal to the economy of this state. It comes out of

importance of Chicago to this state andrthe g i o n .

t he

S i

X

county
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But | think being there ravendesareei ng
generated in lllinois, they come out of the Chicago region.

Here are some specifics, in terms of..
general, 70 perddnts ovfoutl de hfawred ibreg,nd t h
timeframe.

This i s an article from 6957?

Yeah, it would be addressing that time frame. Seventy percent of the funding

came from property taxes, up to 95 percent in some of the richer suburban

districts of Chicago, the collar counties, et cetera. One report astete

AfSeven hundred thousand of the stateos
adequately with funding, o and it could
student to $3,000 per student. Of those 700,000, are most of those are rural

districts, or is somefdhat Chicago?

Some would be considered Chicago probably. What was the number again,
700,000 of the total?

Two million.

That would be downstate. Every district was guaranteed a certain amount from
the state. So those districts tigat 95 percent locally generated, still got 5

percent of the money from the state. New Trier would be a good example of
what you said, $15,000 a student? Those kind of districts, that had huge local
property taxes, they were probably close to 95 percanieflt But because of

the revenue generated locally, they were able to put that kind of money behind
each student. Thatbés great for them.

| understand why there was so much objection by suburban schools to
us dictating policy. They felt that their schoglst their money locally,
therefore their local school boards ought to control their districts, not
somebody sitting in Springfield that might be from somewhere else. | totally
agree with that. They took exception to a lot of things that we mandated onto
every school district, and they resisted that because they felt their revenue was
coming locally, and it was.

Us downstate is different entirely. You have a community that has no

real i ndustri al or commerci al base; it
always | ook at wus as not paying a | ot
income isndét as high as theirs, for on

apples, we were right up there with them and still are, but our funding from the
Sstate dchesnodt m

|l would think thatdéds why this equation
farmland was so important as well.
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Thatdods true; thatodés true. Jim Edgar re
back i n 696, you said?
Wel |l goihgsto start in 695, and it goes

| have a picture. | was sponsor of the bill that school construction was part of

and more money for... We shifted money from high schools to elementary

districts. Thatwasabigart of Edgar 6és educational
was a sponsor, one of the sponsors. At that particular time, everybody thought
that was great. We solved the probl ems
Webve tal ked about mote mbneyineeeed, oansoret i me
changes are needed.

Herebs the initial step that Governor
1995, just a few months beyond the election, where he pummeled Dawn Clark
Netsch for suggesting that the state should ras@Eme tax and then have this
corresponding decrease in property tax
commission on education, a blue ribbon commission.

We had a lot of those.

(laughs) He appoints University of lllinois Presidesiianley lkenberry, to
head that commission of eighteen members. It would be their job to figure out
how to solve the problem of this imbalance in state spending for schools.

The Ikenberry Commission, yep.
Were you generally supportive of thmove?
Yes, oh yes, very much so.

But when you said, @iWe
political comment i s
from the pushback. 0o

ot O

re good at appo
ltdés just a way

Shift the burden, yeah. ékberry, of course, was president of [the University

of ] l'llinois, Stanley I kenberry. He wa
remember who all was on that commissio
appointment. Those people worked, and everybody expétie their

suggestions would be seriously considered.

The results of the commission came out in March of 1996. Here are the

reports. They recommended that a standard flat minimum rate that each student
should receive in the state of Illinois woudd $4,225. At the time, it was

much lower than that, maybe around $2;$30000 per student. So that would

be a significant increase.

160



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

They further suggested the state fund at the level of $2,000 per student,
which must have been a significant increaskedsre. They recognized, if that
was the case, there would need to be a $1.9 billion increase in state taxes, with
a corresponding decrease of $1.5 for local property taxes. So it looks to be
(laughs) very similar to what Netsch was proposing a coupis yedore.

They sought to guarantee a baseline support each year, equalization of
grants for areas with low property wedita s youbve been talkir
areadand they recommended that the state
percent . énteanthdi the Ikembarry E@msnission reported. How did
that go down in the lllinois Senate at the time?

The last one you mentioned, the 50 percent, of course, what the suburban
districts felt was that, okay, 50 percent. Then we should get 50 p&a@ant

the state, where they were getting 20 percent, 25 percent. So, there was
differences of views about what that statement actually meant. What we looked
at, of course, was that we would get 50 percent of the money from the state.
We would come up to #t level, or maybe even, in some cases... That was at
least the minimum, right, 50 percent?

Yeah, a minimum of 50 percent. But the other important minimum is $4,225,
and it sounds like you were way below that.

We were woefully below that, drthat was the big feeling from downstate

schools, was the per student dollar amounts spent per student would go up.

And that was significant for us. Most people downstate supported this idea,

because it was going to help school districts that were whaalesl woefully
underfunded. Whether it was either | oc
money to do the job.

That s the report. So Edgar has to tra
legislation. He comes out and says, at the beginning o§th wh ol e pus h,
system isnd6t equitable. 't i sndot fair

Oh, yeah, | agreed with him, yep.

He did take the recommendation t hat S a

increase state taxesby $1.9bilon, 6 and began | ooking f
in property taxes. He did support this notion that the state should kick in 50
percent . So, now youbve got what | ooks
was proposing, a state income tax increase,eamtst likely way to find $1.9
billion more in state revenue. What wa
Oh, he wasnot for this at all, no. I n
amendment.

That was the other part of the initiative, that Edgar wasipg for a
constitutional amendment . Youdbre right

161



Frank Watson Interview #ISLA-L-2016-:035

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Watson:

DePue:

Okay. | supported the constitutional a
suburban people did not support this at all.

Did that divide the caucus then, in serious ways?

No. It divided our opinion on an issue but not the caucus. The caucus was
always strong.

How about the Democrats from Chicago, would they have been in support of
this?

Some areas probably would, but they we
higher than minimum per student dollar.

|l 6m wondering if itdéds part of Edgar 6s
some Republican support but I 6m not go
thatds just not goi ndinethygettng PemecratsinBut |

Chicago, especially.

| think they did support it. I think there was significant enough money going to
t he Chicago schools, but | just donodt

What were you hearing from your constituents?

They wee for it. School people were all for it, because they recognized that we
were going to get an influx of new revenue.

But they also would recognize that their income tax is going to go up, and
theydore probably not gogtang t o see a dr

Well , thatés not what the constitution
amount of money was going to replaceé

So the constitutional amendment would mandate that the property taxes would
be lowered.

Yes.

But it dgeesnmndrough the | egislature in
more trouble in the House and the Senate?

The leaders being from suburban [areas], | could see where it would have
problems.

January of 697, E d g a speeghiandeeducation Bindiig at e
is at the very top of the list. In January and February, he goes around the state

to drum up support. So heds putting a
get this passed, even t hongpohticahe knows
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dynamics in the legislature to get that through. And he actually, in April and
May, he uses $375,000 of his own campaign fund to run campaign ads in
support of this. Do you remember that?

No, but if he did, that shows you how committexlwas. | do remember that

he was very committed to it. Besides bringing the state fiscal matters into
order, as he did as governor, being nG
the second issues, that both higher and secondary education would be what

heds remembered for.

Governor No and the very tough budget years that he had the first couple
years, but by 1997, the economic equation was entirely different. Those were
boom years, and everything was going well. August of 1997, he announced his
decision to not run for reelection, to basically step down from politics. Did that
surprise you?

Yes and no, | guess. He was concerned about the impact that the pressure of
the office was on his health. Of course, having the bypass already, | can see
where a decision like that could be made. He was a relatively young man at the
time. We kind of looked at him as the future of the party in lllinois, whether it
would be staying on as governor or going U.S., or doing... He was the leader of
the party, andt was a disappointing day when he said he was stepping down,
not running.

Part of the equation at the time was a possibility of even running for the U.S.
Senate. | think [lllinois Senator] Carol Moseley Braun was seen as very
vulnerable at the timn

He was courted twice, as a matter of fact, to run for the U.S. Senate. The first

time, |1 understood why he stepped down. The second time, heart bypasses
arendét what they used to be. Theyore a
but i tkedasheart atthck (DéPue laughs). It corrects problems, potential
problems. So you should be healthier after you have a bypass, and | think he

has been. Of course, like | said, he took care of himself and eats right and

doesndt part ak eemectessariya lotaughs).gSo lhealid the a g
right thing;, hebés done the right thing
We still have this issue thatods unreso

particular calendar year. In the fall, the legislative battle heaagaip. | guess

this is the fall veto session. The legislature would adjourn early July, if not in

the June time frame, so in the veto session. He calls for higher taxes on

cigarettes, on phone bills, higher taxes on riverboats, and higher penalties on
lateincome tax filers. He comes up with a number of $485 million more into

the state coffers each year. Hebs tryi
money. It passes in the Senate. Do you recall how you would have voted on

that one, probably in support?
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| supported it.

|l tés defeated in the House by four vot
Democrats...at |l east al/l of them arend
Democrats would have had problems at that time?

No, I donodt .

And then it comes up again. He call s a
special session that appareftlgnd this is early, early DecembBethis is

finally passed and establishes a baseline of $4,225 per student. Included in that
package is $5.billion in funds for local school construction.

| was a big proponent of that. | might have been a sponsor of this (both laugh).
| 6m serious.

When the last bill came forward?

| might have been. At least | remember speaking oredabse school

construction was a big deal. Wedd set
be eligible for it. Consolidation had
of schools were crumbling. Then, of course, the little bitty schools, there were

alot of problems with school constructi

to do it locally. So making money available from the state level was important.

We did the bonding issue. We did that
school constructionplan and we model ed what was do
was done in the 070s.

It sounds like, from your perspective, the beneficiaries of the construction
portion of the bill would have been some of the more rural, poorer districts in
the southern padf the state.

We also made it available to new districts, which helped the suburban area that
was rapidly growing up there. They were having decisions to make to build
new schools. We made it available to them, also. It was a very popular
programbecause the next... Governor Ryan expanded it further, and | think we
may have even done it again.

Was school consolidation encouraged as part of the legislation?

There was a component on school consolidation. | guess, if schools did
consolidate, we made money available for them to build a new school. That
would have been it.

How does the issue of school consolidation play out in a district like yours?

Not good. Everybody wants to keep their own local school. In some
coomunities, thatodés the economy of the
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People have gone there, to school . @Al
eagle, o0 that kind of thing. | f you tal
with someone else, themonunity that is being impacted, as far as closing a
school, would be vehemently opposed to
rural districts primarily.

Anot her part of this package, though,
was a corponent that dealt with teacher certification and tenure issues as well.

Is that, again, to sweeten the pot as far as some of the Republicans are
concerned or just |l egitimate concerns
before?

| 6 m al mwast spsnsar & this, because | caught a lot of heat for this.

What? From local school boards?

Not school boards.

Teachers unions?

Teachers didnoét | i ke the idea of tenur
now, beforeyou became tenured. Before, it was two years.

That was the solution for Chicago, but as | understand, Chicago is a completely
separate school district. So | would a
Probably not. | t apyrschbobdistricy thatlwésivhabis appl vy

itd 500,000 students in the Chicago schools?
Yeah.

There was a way in which you just carved out Chicago and did it for

everybody else. Tenure was a big issue for educators, still is, but the idea being

tha two years wasnodt enough to find out
education or maybe they ought to be doing something else.

So we expanded it to four years, and that was downstate. It was met
with mixed emotions in the education community, primarily neicAgain, not
necessarily teachers, unless you were a teacher that was in that time period,
you know, they were always concerned about getting tenure. That was
important to any educator.

|l think webve tal ked aboslikenostunsonshef or e
Most unions are typically going to back the Democrat and not the Republican.
Did you generally get good support from teachers in your district?

From the teachers, | did. Then the union, in the ultimate end, when they
realizedte y coul dnét beat me, they said, A C
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My attitude about funding education was always very progressive. |
was about more money for kids, for schools. It was the collective bargaining
issues that | had a problem with, witke thnions. If they want to collective
bargain, do it locally, not in Springfield. You would be making decisions in
Springfield that would ultimately impact every district. If you want to do
something locally, do it, but not force it on every school districtT hat 6 s how
got sideways with the union.

Correct me if | get this one wrong. But as | understand it, pension issues is
where this i1s all coming to a head tod
underfunded. Are pensions negotiated at thall@vel, and then the state

taxes pay for them?

No. Pensions are dictated by the Teach
controls the | anguage that gives the p
reason | was kind of sideways withthéuan al | t he ti me. I d

think it was a good idea to be expanding pensions, without increases in
funding, and we did that on a regular basis in Springfield.

We, as the legislature as a whole? You were generally opposed to that?

| was generally opposed to that. That was another negative with the unions; |
wasnodét supporting those type of 1issues
right by wvoting no. |Itdés easy to vote
no on issuediat impact...that no one knows you voted no, except the people

who wanted the issue. Thatos kind of t
it. | explained it, and most people understood it. So | was able to survive thirty

years doing that (laughs).

The other thing that | didndédt menti on,
or 098, but in fiscal year 2000, the s
| shoul dnét say state funding, the min

Local and state dalrs.

Correct, $4,325, and then in 2001, $4,425, and it has only gone north from
there, because most governors, the fir
supporting is education.

That ds right. 't has tOowe ADtcd Dt pugo mo
money behind it. Salaries have gone up considerably, as maybe they should.

You dondét want people not being paid p
brightest dondét go into it.

Left out of this whole bill though, is any mi#gn about requirements for

property tax relief. |l dondt think the
either.
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No, it failed, but not by much. It was close. The business community went
against it, and thatoés what doomed it.

Thebottom line is that it passes; local school districts get more money from
the state. But the other part of the bottom line is the State of lllinois is sitting at
what, a $17 billion budget deficit right now, in that neighborhood?

Probably. Incredbe, i sndét i1it, how we can get oL
kind of a shame. You have no idea wher
responsible for it dondt seem to have
the governor or the speaker of the hod$e speaker of the house is the one

that controls everything, and he coul d
di fferentl y. But he doesndét because it
do it.

Well , webve coveredvar hot. oBut ewei diodpy
lot of years.

Governor? | never made it to governor.

|l 6m sorry, Senator, Senator. Did you e
executive office?

A Republican downst at e betiesenEdgag heavas get e
appointed to secretary of state, so he had the name recognition out there to get
to the next step, to governor. Il donodt

Anyway, we covered maybe three or four years total, but there wasfah
lot of territory, because those were busy years, when the Republicans were in
control.

Very much so.

|l td6s been a fascinating discussi on. I
when you are legitimately the leaderinthe senatesT hat 6 s a f ew yea
road, but wedll get to that point.

Okay, very good.

It wondt get any | ess interesting as w
years.

(laughs) No it wondét; no it wonodot .
Thank you very much,éhator.

You bet.
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The following material can be used for educational and other neoommercial
purposes withou the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or commercial
purposes without the authorization from the Audio-Visual Curator at the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.Telephone
(217) 7857955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mindhiats a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible forfélctual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is October 10, 2012. My name is Mark DePue, the Director of Oral
Hi story with the Abraham Li thelbrbrym Pr e s i
with Senator Frank Watson. How are you this morning?

Watson: | 6m wonderful. Good morning, Mar k.

DePue: What brings you to Springfield today?

Watson: You (laughs). You, and then we also have an event this afternoon at the
mansi on. | éitteedhe Exeduteve Mansian Committee. We have a

meeting this afternoon and then tonight, a fundraiser.

DePue: Thatos an amazing building, | think, t
Watson: It i s, and itéds got a |l ot of hi8ltory t
think you haveeée

37 Dave Bourland served two stints as mansion curator for the nonprofit lllinois Executive Mansion
Association, and then became the mamagf exhibits at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and
Museum.(https://www.sjr.com/article/20150625/NEWS/150629646
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| 6ve met Dave.

e to inte

He certainly would be on r
ob there. Th

and done a wonderful |
Lincoln stuff.

Is that the largest mansion in tbeuntry? | think he mentioned that it was.

l't could very well be. | really donot
square footage there.

Letds talk a Iittle bit more about Jim
We finishedoff with a fairly detailed discussion about his education initiatives.

Since you were on that committee... For a while, were you the chairman of the
committee?

For two years.

Thatds obviously a subj ecttheddgaamr t o you
Administration, 1996 and 0697 especial/l
Springfield at leagt and | suspectin alotof newsroadna b out t he HAsca
in the Edgar Administration. That was the MSI scandal [Management Services

of lllinois].28 Can you talk a little bit about your opinions about that scandal?

Of course, it was in the Edgar Adminis
Cl ean. 0 | t hidnakd,I thiaksstill today peopleweutl o ut

associate Mr. CleanwithJimEdga | donét think i1t real
impact on his history as governor or even at the time. It was a big story and a

|l ot of talk about it and concern, but

Do you think he knew about the scandal, thaivae involved with it?

No. No. The unfortunate thing about being somebody at the top, you have a lot

of people under you, and you canbdét con
involved as much as you can, but decisions made by someone else impacts

you. Youbdbre at the top; you take all tt
was directly involved at all.

It was toward the tail end of tiéatand he actually had to testify a couple times

for thad It was about that same time, though, the fall@97, | think there

were probably even some discussions that he had with his chief lieutenants at
the State Fair in August of 697, about

3 During lllinoisés Governor Ji m Ed g-eleciioscammignandd t er m,
Management Systems Wifinois (MSI) came under federal scrutiny. MSI, Edgar's largest campaign
contributor, had been granted a contract that cost an estimatexil$@0 in overcharges. Edgar was never
accused of wrongdoinghtips://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Edgar
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on to the senate perhaps, run for the senate or run for governor again. What
would your opinion have been on what he should have been doing?

Oh, I would have loved to see him run for governor again. He was doing a
good job; things were righting themselves. He was a very responsible
individual. He had to say no to a lot adgple; he had to make the tough

decisions. | thought he was a great governor, and | would have welcomed the

opportunity for him to [hold that position] another four years.

Were you surprised when he announced his decision to retire?

Yes,| was, but | understood, of course, with his health condition and concerns.

Rightfully so, he probably made the right decision. But selfish as | am and

being a partisan, we lost an awful good Republican for future offices, whether

it be U.S. Senate or who kws what he might run for. He was a great
governor, a good governor, and did an outstanding job.

Anything that you can think of the last year, especially in 1998, from a
legislative standpoint, that was significant?

Nineteen ninetyeight. No.All these years run together in the legislature. After

thirty years of them, itdéds hard to pic
went on.

It was an election year, so that was obviously the focus of the year, and Edgar

was able to leave offiogi t h roughly a $1 billion su
from when he walked into office.

Yeah, right. Thatoés what | say, four m
good for lllinois.

He also left the state with a rainy day fund. Wgwa involved or the senate

involved with setting that up?

Yes, very much so. We felt strongly about that, that money should be set aside.
Now, itds not being used properly; it
and the concept of money beiagailable for bad times, putting money away,

is a good thought. We do it in our private lives. Why not government? |

thought i1t was a excellent concept, bu
as we would have liked.

When you hear the commaerthat there was a $1 billion surplus, is that the

same thing as the rainy day fund?

No, not at all. There was a fund set adidehink it was around $400

miliondt hat was set aside for when ti mes

delve into that anchke it out and use it for whatever purposes. So you had
money set aside, a savings account.
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| assume that Illinois no longer has any money in the rainy day fund?

|l think that theyodore required ked have
said, ités not being used as it was in
Nineteenninebe i ght , thatos an el ection year.
year?
Letds see, 092 was four years (l aughs)
recall.

Well, the assmption we can take from that is, by this time in your career,
youbre not much worried about reelecti

My really tough election was 0692, and
But in between uchere, I didndt have m
And 2008 whi ch wedol | g edtwastageamfolldwing t | e bi t |
redistricting?
Right, yes.
Letébés talk just a Ilittle bit; 1 want t

gubernatorial election that year. The Republican carelidabeorge Ryan.

Right. | made three predictions in my...and | was wrong on all three (laughs). |
said Charles Barkley is too small to play in the NBA; light beer will never sell,
and George Ryan will be a great governor. Unfortunately... George @Rd

some good things for lllinois, but I think his legacy will obviously be tainted

by the fact that he served several years in prison. But he was a guy who got
things done, and he worked the other side well, maybe too well.

So, you were happytsee George Ryan on the ticket for the Republicans that
year?

| was. | was. He had a lot of experience in government. He was a legislator; he

was speaker of the house; he was lieutenant governor; he was secretary of

state. So he was just primedht® governor. He ran against Glenn Poshard

from Southern lllinois, which of course, being from Southern Illinois myself,

[ '] had some feelings for the fact tha
| was all for George.

George is from Kankakee Qoty.
Yeah, downstate in many peoplebds eyes

Well, that was my question.
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It i s, |l mean itdés south by eighty [ 1In
considered downstate. |1 tos jushereamazin
the popul ation center i s. But to us do
Kankakee is downstate, Greenville is w
Carbondale will fit into all that The

Kentucky or Tennessee (both ¢dn)

Let alone Cairo. How much had you heard the about the Republican machine
from Kankakee County?

Ed McBroom was a state rep with George
and his brothér Tom | believe his name waswere both pharmacistsfO

course, me being a pharmacist, | had a good relationship with George, both
professionally and politically.

That was the perfect icebreaker then w

Yeah, oh yeah. But George was a tough guy to get to know. He was not a

warm and fuzyg guy that you walk up and have a conversation with. As time

went on, I think he softened up. He di
gruff mannerism was just a mannerism. He really was a very caring individual

and warmed up to all of us, over time.

Tell me a little bit more about your personal relationship with Ryan.

Wel | , he came down. . . When | first ran
House, so he needed extra members, of course, to hopefully become Speaker.

He helpedmeimy el ecti on in 0678, when Dwi
both running as Republicans. Many thou
Republicans. But George took exception to that and came down and
campaigned for me, had a fundraiser for me, so | felt very good hisout
support.

Anyway, once | got elected, | felt like | was part of the team, as
opposed to just walking in a room cold. | knew him and the people around him,
so | was ready to go when | came there. | felt very comfortable with him.

What was thealationship that Pate Philip had with Ryan? How would you
describe that?

| would say one of the reasons Pate stayed on as president of thensenlage
wanted to serve as president of the senate with George and [was] looking
forward to it. | thirk they were the same kind of person. They were get things
done kind of people and both kind of [had] the attitude [of] being the
backroom, smokélled room, get things done type politician. | think he was
really looking forward to it, Pate. | think he widuell you that.
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Personality wise, there seemed to be some similarities as well?

Yes, | would say so. They both were the same type of politician, same type of
personality.

Youbre avoiding saying what kind of pe

Well, they were very gruff, very opinionated. You knew where they stood.

That, to many people, is refreshing. To me it was. But to others it would be

kind of standoffish maybe, that they w
done type indiidual. | felt the opposite. | felt they were very much so.

From the perspective of the senate, | want you to reflect on a comment that
many people made, that it was Lee Dani
legislature.

That 6s c oldagreeonith thatlstatentent. The lllinois State Senate
Republicans were really not one of Geo
some exceptions with him and some problems, like we just talked about. He

walked in with a $1 billion surplus. The govern®only good and George

Ryanb6s case i s tddalofsssamenlyasgoadasstie peopl e
people you have around you. | always felt that George, some of the people he

had around him and [who] were whispering in his ear, were not necessarily

best forlllinois.

Even right from the beginning of his administration, you felt that way?

Not necessarily, no. But as time went on, and you saw who was in thé room
who was there and what was beingdajdou r ecogni zed that t
goingasgod as maybe wedd have |iked.

Who were some of those people?

(laughs)l donét want to. .. I woul dnodt
in the case in which he was indicted.

So what was it that you saw that concerned you, thmaé sif these people
were doing?

Well, just them being there. | knew the type of person they were. Some of

them werenbét even Republicans, not tha
had Democrats advising him. He had to have, because he hatkteityo

both... He had to work with Mike Madigan, so he needed people in the room

that would advise him that way.

But it was the Democrat who was there, or it was the Republican that
served with him in the house, or maybe it was a state senator thatll wou
always question when | was a member. | always wondered, you know, what
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are they looking out for? Are they really [for] the people of lllinois, or is it

maybe themselves? | just think, when vy
to surround yourselfvith good people, and | think some of them that he had

were not.

Even in the midst of his election campaign in 1998, there were lots of rumors
swirling around about corruption issues that had been going on for quite a
while in the Secretaryof Smtd s Of f i c e. | as storigse y ou h

This is about the selling of tickets? Yes. Campaign fundraising that was being
done on state time?

How much credence did you give to all those allegations, back in 1998?

Whatalotopeopl e donét undaé maybeaunddrstamdis d on 6t
not the word, realiZ® | think many of us were oblivious to the... | guess the
|l aw that says you couldndét campaign on
that all over. Not necessarily out théreocking on doors and doing that kind
of thing, but even just a conversation

| dondédt necessarily thinkdnmthat some
everything, but some of the things he was déimg was alone. There were
other people doing the same thing, by campaigning on state time. Now, he
maybe took it to a different lev@Inot him, but subordinates took it to another
leveld but it was being done.

What was the term, HAcash f oruldgoiintbense, 0O
the Secretary of Stateds Office, and t
get your license from them. They had the ability to license truck drivers, and

there was cash being exchanged so that people could get truck licenses who

had no busess driving trucks.

That could be true, even license plates. This kind of thing... Paul Powell, he
had a shoebox full of monéyWell, a lot of it came from people who wanted
license plates or wanted some favor from the secretary of state.

You mean a certain number on a license plate?
Yeah, yeah.

Youdbve kind of mentioned this already,
he had the experience and the temperament to work with both Republicans and
Democrats. Would yoagree with that?

39 Days dter lllinois Secretary of State Paul Powell died in 1970, a shoe box was found, filled with cash, in
the hotel suite where he livethat shoe box became an enduring symbol of the shady side of lllinois
politics. (http://www.chicagotribune.com/newsfpm-2013-02-24-ct-per-flash-pautpowel-0224
20130224story.htm)
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Yes. Like | said, to his detriment sometimes. | can recall the day that | think
George Ryanods portrait was unveiled. E
senate, a Democrat, called hibmcamseme of
George worked with Democrats and maybe, like | said, too freely (laughs).

But we in the lllinois State Senate, our caucus, had problems with

George. Thatodés too bad, and I O6m sure t
was looking forward to seing with George and being part of the
administration, being president of the

disappointed.

Would you say that George Ryan was more comfortable in the skin of an
executive or as a legislator?

| 6d say I(canforable asm egisi@ator, because George was one
who... He had trouble speaking. He had to read his speech whenever he went
somewhere. | never thought he was really comfortable as governor. But like |
said before, he got things done. A lot of gooddgkiname from his

administration, even though all the tainted corruption that went on, some good
things came out of the administration.

You just mentioned Emil Jones. He had been the senate minority leader, |
think, most or all of the years...yeall,& the years that Jim Edgar and George
Ryan were governors. Tell me your impressions of Emil Jones.

(laughs) We didnét get al ondgandilery wel |
talked to him about this when Pate was president of the senate. Seuople

would say he [Pate] was disrespectful to the minority leader on occasion, and
really didndét give him the respect tha

Why were they saying that, do you remember? Were there specific incidents?

Well, I justthinkPat e just was... Thatodos the way
and anybody thatés a Democrat, theyore
Emil. | know how Pate probably treated him.

Pate called him every day to give him an idea of what was going on for
the day, so that was good. And Emil called me. As [senate] minority leader, he
called me every day and [would] kind of give me a rundown, what was
expected and all that. | appreciated that, but we were different people, different

philosophies. Hewastawl ose t o Bl agoj evi ch. I me a n
guy.

|l want to develop that a | ot mor e, but
Okay. Everybody said, fAWell thereds a
be mean, buthehasargabod streak in him. Youdll (

happened, never happened.
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You talked about George Ryanés difficu
Emil Jones?

Emil, yeah, he did have a problem, just even debating. He was a good debater,
but a | ot of times people couldndt und
| 6m sure he had a | ot of good things t

Were you one of the people who coul dno

Yes. You know, your dialect, peoples are differénbm f r om Sout hern
they think 1 dm from the deep south whe
out of state, theyo6l!l think I ém from t
Emil did have a problem. His own membership even would say that, tha

someti mes they couldndét understand him

How did he end up getting selected as the minority leader then?

Well, tea leaves, | guess, were lined up for him. When Phil Rock left, he was
just in a position ofé @éayorofcChicagoe , | wo
probably said, AEmMi | s the guy. o0 That

But he worked well with his own members and that showed up. When
he became [senate] president, there was a lot of tough decisions that were
made by De mocr enpspularfpalitcallympukarmnAnd he was
able to keep his caucus pretty solid. | think his members had a lot of respect for
him.

The last time we talked about Pate Philips and his reputation and the

allegation® just because Pate was FRatlegatons about him being racist

and sexist, et cetera. Now, here wedve
legislator. Did that factor into the friction between the two?

Race? Probably on the fringe. | think mostly it was the fact that he was a
Chimgo Democrat, and Pate didnot | i ke C
on the fringe there was some racial overtones to it.

Were there people, either in the media or within the legislature itself, that made
accusations because of that relationsthigt Pate was being racist?

No. I think some of the things that Pate would say, that would come out,
maybe not as it was intended, it was quoted and reportedly said, led people to
believe that.

Any specific examples you can recall?
Let 6s see (|l aughs).

That you want to recall?
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There was one about | ottery tickets. I
guote, and | wouldnét want toé There w
wasnot for t he colorful anchasvéregsiatable [eégeslatar,a s

Pate was, and wedd | augh at it at | ot
but mostly itdéds just Pate being Pate.

Were there others thBEnil? said thatods jus

Probably, yeah. J[1t was] just his styl
that.

Youdbve said that a couple times. How w
JonesoOs style?

He was very...I|lo6d saywatetfarthe down . He <ca
administration, Blagojevich. I think he had to dictate to his caucus what they
were to do. He was pretty rough. He wa

him short in negotiations. But just different styles, he and I, different
personalitis and clashed.

Letds talk about what most people woul
legislative accomplishment, and that would be Illinois First. | understand that

he first introduced that May 21, 1999, early in his administration. It was known

by some a8 Maybe this is the kind of thing that the news media likes to

embellistd i Fat Fridayo for the four key pie
$12 billion ultimately, funds for infrastructure: roads, schools, transit, et cetera.

Daniels was the guyho was the main carrier of that piece of
legislation, but who was doing that in the senate, as you recall?

| believe it was Pate. | supported it. | think putting people to work and building
roads and schools, construction, all that kind of thénignportant. | supported
that legislation, and | think Pate was the sponsor in the senate.

It was the kind of legislation that everybody can see that they might be able to
get a piece of the action.

Pie, a piece of the pie.

Were therehings that you were hoping to see come out of that piece of
legislation?

Yes, yeah, very definitely. The interc
was one of them, St. Rose exit off of US50, a overpass in Greenville for the
industrial park. Yes, hat 6s al | part of the negoti a

understand that if you put your vote on the line, you expect something...not
necessarily something for it, but you want to see something good happen in
your district as a result of you supporting it. Wiseewould you support it?
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Yeah, the school construction was one of my initiatives, back when we
were in control in the early 690s, and
was about $2 billion went into school construction.

How did it work?How did the list of projects that would possibly be funded by
lllinois First get developed?

|l tds usually the secretary of transpor
Kirk Brown, a very good man, very prof
areyour needs? What is it that you would expect from legislation like this, to

get your support?o0 And youdd | ay out vy

They woul dndét promise, necessarily,
they would certainly take them into consideration, serioasideration, since
youdbre supporting it. Thatodos the way i
Thatdéds the transportation part, but yo

as well.

That was totally separate. They had a formula by wkitiools could apply

for funding. That was not, no. We were
our particular school out of that legislation. We just knew there was money
going into the formula, and web6d hope

many of ou schools did in my district.

Was there something that was going on
sit down with a list that they might have gotten presented from [Secretary of
Transportation] Brownédés of f,i ;neo wo rwedtvhee
got to whittle this down some, 0 or 0 We
to add to it?0

| think mostly you ovepromise, not promise; you overYou, as a legislator,

and maybe as a governor o rhisstbsefious woul
consideration. o6 Whether or not it gets
just the ramifications of how much money is available.

So again, is it the Four Tops meeting that kind of starts crossing some things
off the list?

No, | dondt remember that at all . Il ju
transportation about what | had in my area that | had an interest in.

So are you suggesting that it was the secretary of transportation, the secretary

of sitfdtiecbes tchat 6s coming with this 1|ist
whittle down the |ist a |ittle bit.o

Well, theydd take whatever you gave th
|l egi sl atorsdéd | ists, |l 6m sure, were way
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DePue:

Watson:

t h d lyade to make a decision. That was generally not the secretary of state,
but Secretary of Transportation, Kirk Brown and his staff; they had to fit the
projects into the money they had available and the timeframe.

But that whol e proo ckeesesp. .g.oilnGm bsaccrkr t o t
process that gets to be more political
removed from it, that the senators and
among each other and ysoalyigngi,e fimedltlhagi. W
wasnot going on?

No.
That wasno6ét going on?
N o, no. Not t hat |l 6m aware of.

Is that because the dollar figure was big enough that everybody can get their
piece?

It was a pretty biggrogram, and everybody was at the well, looking for their
bucket, fill it up.

Wel | , |l etdbs face it Senator , the term
spending is pork.

Well, thereds two things yoslativkondt wan
process in action. You donét want to s
sausage is made. Both things (|l aughs),

necessarily good. This is the way it was done.

This is the way things get done, is negotiationt Bthe negotiations
was you, being a legislator, senator, whomever, elected official, putting out
what you would like to see considered for your district. If it could be done,
fine, and your vote will be accordingly.

But the way yedoéOveaiseshapoataeri the | egis
quite as ugly as making sausage in this case.

Well, 1 think people generally would be disgusted about the way... If they

really saw and got involved in the process, came here as a novice, maybe as an
el ected official and really saw how th
woul d expect, but really surprised tha
Were you happy about the things that you were able to procure for your

district?

Oh, yeah. | istdighnirdofriont d¢f mey leut | had a long list.
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Would you call any of it pork?

Pork i1 s, I think, a outsider 6s, maybe
getting things done by a legislator.

Is pork what the other guy got for histtict?

Could be. It could be, yeah (both laugh). Oink, oink. As a legislator, if you

werenot involved in the process, and vy
everything, probably, pork for those who did. But it was getting things done. It
wasnot necessarily projects that werenbo

are projects that were warranted; there was a need for it.

I f thatdés the case, why wasnoét t S
at the tail end of the Edgar Adment r at i on? Why i snét he t
advances this?

Jim Edgar wasnodédt necessarily a builder
projects. He was in education; that wa
he [Ryan] had big projects. He had a lot of ¢nrdion going on, and | think

George Ryan was the same type of governor as Jim Thompson was.

Was this supported in a bipartisan way then, lllinois First?

Yes.

You say that unequivocally.

Yes,l do. Yeah, there were Democrats. | know some Republ i
support it. George had a mean streak a
program, iif you werenodot doing it, then
That actually someti mes t ookaboptlitace, an
He was very vocal about it at the time. There were certain senators | know that
didnét support this, that he took exce

That he perhaps punished in the way th
spoils.

Yes.Hehadamea streak in him that he woul d.
groundbreaking of Kaskaskia College in Centralia. John Jones or |, neither one
were invited. Bi |l | O6bDaniel, who was J
went anyway. John Jones and | both went and jgzated in that
groundbreaking, even though we werenot

That s when things got bad with Geo
Senat e. Il dondt know what | ed up to th
was...what it might hae been.
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What was the gun issue?
Assault weapon ban.
That he was pushing for an assault weapon ban?

Right. That was the big dividing [issue] between him and Pate Philip. George

wanted this bad, the assault weapon banagsault weapon to you is different

than an assault weapon for somebody else. You know what it is when you see

it, but you canét define it. Thatods th
legislation, is how do you actually put it down in writing, whereyom dot b a n
something with unintended consequence. George kept us there for quite an few
days extra to deal with that. Pate took a hard line against it.

It sounds like you did as well.

|l did as wel|l I
we really got so
during that time.

0d say hated smapg rooh a byl yo f\
uth with George Ryan a

Do you recall roughly when that occurred? Was that later in his
administration?

No, | would say early. | would say it was therleer years.

Who were some of the other senators wh
necessarily support lllinois First?

Thatos a matter of record, but | know
di dndét s uppor tDoriahue [Q@neyl Bdthaofuthem, | tKikn t
paid a political price for not supporting it.

Part of the package. . . I f you
infrastructure of the State o
Can you tell us about how that was accomplished?

6re going
fool [ [

It was mostly a liquor tax. | think license plate fees.

Yeah, | think it went from $48 to $78, and since everybody has to get a sticker
for their license plate, you notice that kind of an increase.

Right . But again, I al ways felt that.
involved in it or not.

From someplace | found that there were 138 other fees that were increased, but
there was no other tax increase connected to it.
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Watson:
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Watsm:

Okay, but people that use the roads should pay for it. License fees, your motor
fuel tax and al l of that), |l 6ve al ways
the roads that are paying the tax through their license, through their license

plates, tansfers, those kind of things, title transfers. To me that was the people
that ought to pay. So, as a result, | always generally supported those kind of

taxes and those kind of fee increases, if it was going to roads.

That 6s t he k e yarttiveiting funds @aubof theirod t hey s
fund. The road fund is a special fund within the administration. If you start
diverting money out of that for other purposes, then | take exception to that,
because | think that i s Wwlidngnewt 6s f or .
roads, and thatoés what it should be us

Who would the person or the agency be that would control how that money
was spent?

Ultimately, we did, the | egislature an
budgetprocess. Jus | i ke t he state police, theybo
Theredéds a multitudeé | f you | ooked at
could arguably say the state police, a
lot of expenditures come outbfh e r oad fund that arenot
related.

ls it the Comptrollerés Office though,
youbre taking money out... Thatods not é
No. Itds the Governor 6s Of fiateemengy. t he | e

The governorod6s budget director and tho

Right. But they couldnd6t make a deci si
come from the legislature.

Then you guys were watching that pretty closely?

| was. lalways did, because as a downstatence again, downstate needs its
roads and bridges and maintaining new highways, wha&tetbhat was

important to me and my district. Whenever the road fund was brought up, the
antennas went up; | was on alert.

Youmenti oned that you didndédt necessaril
Governoros Office that he had in his s
dondt even know the name of that perso
were concerned about?

t her . | 6d pr

No. I c i
t e was during

ot name him
I canbob er

)
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DePue: Joan Walters was for most of the time of the Edgar Administration.
Watson: That 6s right. |l candt remember.

DePue: | should know that myself, and | don
This is stildl dealing with Ryanbs abi
the lllinois First project. This is a quote from RickdPson from &hicago
Tribunearticle. He obviously was&ribuner e por t er . AUl t i mat el
and armtwisting, Governor George Ryan singlandedly returned pork to the
state house menu during the spring legislative session, weaning hungry
legislators from the low fat diet served up by Jim Edgar, while padséng t
| argest public works program in the st

- o

t
|

Watson: That would be Rick Pearson (laughs). One thing about reporters, people have
to read what they write. Thatods pretty
established, is sokepodjyescstagsor ANATYo QO
in pork |l egislation.o Again, | donét n
everything thatés pork is bad.

DePue: But if you take the word pork out of there, would you otherwise say that that
was a fairly accurate stawent?

Watson: Yeah. | agree, because Jim Edgar was Governor No, and his emphasis was
education. | think he was very pleased with what happened during his
administration in the education arena. Then here came George Ryan, and he
had a different approach.

DePue: So, some of these things were way overdue. They needed to happen.

Watson: Yes. We hadndét had a construction capi
school construction under Edgar, but not roads, bridges and universities.

DePue: Inthe middleof i I d | I | i noi s, it was | think T
in the middle of his administration | believe.

Watson: Probably so. That was another good bill. Whenever you start spending money
and a lot of money, people probably take exception, but itchilas tione, to do
what we have to do. In lllinois, back ttieh  woul dn 6 & bustley, s o n o\
lllinois was a... The economy was going well, and we were a state that people
wanted to work in and wanted to have their factories here. Things were going
good.

That 6s al | changed, but then, as a
educational system; you want to have buildings that are [to] update, and you
want to have roads that are constructe
Thompson did, and tdat 6s what George R
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Watson:
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Watson:

One other quote. This is from Democrat, Robert Molaro (Watson laughs). |
dondot know i f he was in the house or t

He was in both. He actually was one of those members that was elected to the
senate and then went to the houde.eflr e 6s not many of t hos:¢
Steve Nash, | think, did that. They both were in Chicago, and | think it was

right after redistricting. Anyway, Bob
he has to say.

AHe schmoozes us grabsyburarm at thadxecativeu s . He
mansi on and hands you a drink. | mean,
stuff.o

Well, yeah. George could be a very gracious guy; he could be fun to be around,
especially when he wanted something done. He werdfdus way to make

you feel a part of it and good about i
would be different.

The next subject is something that perhaps surprised a lot of people about

George Ryan, a deci ©Octaenlod®echisdeaisioato and t
take a trip to Cuba. He took Lee Dani e
Probably Pate wouldndot go. | doné6t kno

What was your reaction to the news that the governorionbdidl is heading to
Cuba, a country that wWe didnét recogni

The Feder al Government [didndét recoghni

The Federal Government.

It was agriculture. | didndét have a pr
problem todayfiwe extended some relationship with them and developed
something. We do it with most communi s
Cuba?

And what would your rationale be for that opinion?

Just that theyoO6ve probabdl wegue gbtnghi
could sell to them.

Primarily economic reasons?

Yes.

40 Bilateral relationdetween Cuba and the United States were severed in 1961, during the Cold War.
Diplomatic relations between the two nations were restored on 20 July 2015.
(https://en.wikpedia.org/wiki/Cuba%E2%80%93United_States_relajions
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That it would benefit the State of Illinois, to sell our products there?

Yes, sure. And then, of c taugh)slbope t hey dd
the balance of trade wouldndét be all t
certainly why not make our products available to them?

Looking at 2000, which is another el ec
much that was going degislatively. Ninetynine must have been a big year
legislatively, with Illinois First and some other initiatives that Ryan was

pushing. There was a June 29 gas tax relief bill. Do you recall that?

Yes, | was the sponsor in the senate.
Tell me about the reason for backing that piece of legislation.

Well, coming from a border ar@éavhere | dé of the state... And, of course,
Missouri, they have the lowest motor fuel tax in the country. So we were
losing out. And gasoline had spiked.

Gasoline was very expensive, so we were looking for some sort of
relief for the lllinois motorists. A side benefit of that was all the petroleum
marketers that are selling fuel and then ancillary products in lllinois. We had
passed a six mondhl think it was sales tak sales tax on gasoline [that] was
removed, because the motor fuel tax goes into the motor fuel tax fund, and we
didnét want to disrupt that. George ag
million to do this for six months, but we felt it waseded.

In fact, | would have at the time, and maybe still do, supgmrte
reduction, because sales tax is almost tax on tax. You have the motor fuel tax,
and then you have sales tax. One of those should go, and to me it was sales tax.

But you say 230 million loss of revenue?

Yes, $230 million I oss of revenue. It
six months. That bil!/l actually passed
problems, I think, in the senate. We had some fixturésfalomething.

Anyway, we were over in the secretary
when that bill passed.

But temporary tax relief, just the temporary.
It was temporary, six months.
Why just temporary?

| think that waghe only thing that they would accept. | would have made it
more permanent, but George was not for that.
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Was there any attempt to find the $230 million in lost revenue someplace else?
No, not necessarily.

Was this still during a tinge this is 200@ that the economy is still roaring
along pretty well?

Yeah, | think things were going good.

| think this is after the detom bubble burst thoughl canodét recal |l s
when that was. How about another tax initiative, pnoperty tax relief bill?
That was going through at | east on the

on the senate side.

Il think it did. |l 6m al most positive it
from the State of Illinois, baseddme pr operty tax they pai
remember how that worked. Il dondt know

an initiative that Pate felt very strongly about, and those in the suburbs did
because they were paying very high property taxes. Tuked at this as
some form of property tax relief. But | only think it was for one year.

Here is, perhaps in your district, a more sensitive subject: renovation of Soldier
Field (Watson laughsy. The price tag at the time was $587 million.

|l didndét really support a | ot of those
expansion of O6Hare at the time, a | ot
But as | got more into the process, | kind of softened my opposition to that.

| recognized thémportance of the economic viability of the City of
Chicago and what that means to the sta
when | was the leader. The United Center, the work on that, and a couple of
ot her projects. | ¢ anoraent. Anyavayal justfelivh a t  t
|l i ke those were things that... And th
that matter. Generally, all they asked for was an increase in hotel rates or the
hotel tax or something that would come primarily from the Cit€loicago, to
pay for it. I f the money wasndt gener a
credit rating of the state behind it. So, ultimately the state was responsible. But
in many cases, they didndot have it.

h
e

The White Sox was a good example. The WBib& stadium
[ Guaranteed Rate Field], when they bui

41

The dotcom bubble was a stock market bubble caused by excessive speculation of-ietateet

companies in the late 1990s, a period of massive growth in the use and adoption of the Internet.
(https//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dotcom_bubble)

42

In 2000, Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley announced that Soldier Field would be completely renovated and

expanded as part of Chicagods Lakefront | mprovement
majority of Soldier Field was demolished with the exception of the exterior.
(https://www.isfauthority.com/facilities/historgf-soldierfield/)
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was paid for primarily by people in Chicago, who were either visiting or

staying there or eating there. The state had very little responsibility, but

ultimately, they would be the state of record, as far as having to make sure it

got paid. | donodot know that they had t

So, by the time something like Soldier Field comes along, you had kind of
moderated your views.

Moderated myiews would be a good way to put it.

From our previous discussion, it sounds like 2000 was not a reelection year for
you. |l tds not a dtuhbeetr nvad wird aH a wé alre een t
but 1 tdés a presidenti al el ection.

We 6 r e g et tlinorsm this eageolinnas an interesting election
because, by late into the election night, there was still a huge question about
who had won, whether it was George W. Bush or Al Gore. We all recall that it
got pretty ugly. Jumping back a little biteve you at the Republican
convention, the national convention, that year?

Yes.
Do you remember anything about that?

|l was a George W. Bush guy. |l wasnot f
delegate. That was the first electiorah as a delegate and lost. Then every

election thereafter, | was with whoever ultimately the candidate was who got
nominated and went to all the conventions. | remember it being a very upbeat,
positive convention. | actituthd2D0p t hi nk
Republican National Conventiamas inPhiladelphia, Pennsylvania.]

|l dondt know. Home twurf for Bush i f it
Yeah, it might have been. | dondt reca
What were your thoughts, watching the electieturns come in that night?

Not good. | just felt like...because all the areas that the votes were still being
counted were always questionable areas, as far as fraud and a lot of inner city
voting that was going igatall. 1 just didno

Didndét feel good about the Republicans
about é?

Right. He [Gore] was declared the victor. Then, of course, Florida. My mother
in-law was down in Florida, and my sisteflaw lived right inPalm Beach
County. They were carrying signs and all this, against the hanging chads and
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